Looney Tune of a “Sabbath” Moon

by Rob Vanhoff (2014)
This objection to the Lunar Sabbath is found on Tim Hegg’s website (Caleb Hegg’s father) at this web
address: http://torahresourceblog.com/looney-tune-of-a-sabbath-moon/. To my knowledge, Bro. Hegg
also has posted an anti-Lunar Sabbath video, though I have not seen it.
Although I am an ardent Lunar Sabbath keeper and promoter, I admit this is a clever introduction to
this anti-Lunar Sabbath presentation. Based on this title, I can also assume that since the Lunar
Sabbath is considered Looney that neither the author nor website owner knows much about the
Creation Calendar or Lunar Sabbath. I say this with all sincerity because once examined and the
evidence is presented it becomes crystal clear if one is searching for truth. I am giving both men the
benefit of the doubt—they simply have not been shown the truth about the calendar established at
Creation or they have not examined the evidence before putting out this study.
Because of the title, I can only hope that neither Vanhoff nor Hegg think the Lunar Sabbath is a
whimsical or humorous concept lacking Scriptural support. Time will tell. If that is the case, this is
going to turn dead serious in about 1.3 seconds flat. Based on its very short length (5 pages), my
original theory is that neither of these men have ever been exposed to the facts about this issue, so they
do not assume that it will take much to “undo” it. I can assure you, if this is the case, they are VERY
seriously mistaken.
There has never been an accusation brought against the Lunar Sabbath that has gained any traction, nor
an objection that has not been successfully put down and that record is in no jeopardy from Rob
Vanhoff. Please do not confuse this with arrogance; it is called confidence. I’ve been responding to
these objections for too many years to ever be concerned about rebutting an anti-Lunar Sabbath
presentation and there is nothing special about this one. I never assume these will be easy, but neither
do I have reason to fear. The Spirit that has revealed to us these truths in the first place has also
defended the Lunar Calendar 100% from attacks from all sides, from male and female, pastors and
laymen, from all races, religions, creeds and from all classes from the greatest even unto the least.
I will respond in blue [bracketed in blue] when making a comment in the middle of a paragraph,
perhaps some green and red. Dated: 10-26-2014

A quick search using Accordance [I initially thought he misspelled Concordance, but this is apparently
a Scripture software program.] shows that the words (in the original Hebrew) “Shabbat” and “day”
occur, within 10 words of each other, well over 100 times in the Tanakh. The same search, replacing
“day” with “moon,” yields a big fat goose-egg (for the uninitiated that means zero). Yet there are those
out there trying to defend something called “lunar sabbath,” as if these words were intrinsically linked
and as if it was a plain teaching of the Bible. [It is plain to see by those who have made the effort to
look.] This doctrine subordinates the remembrance and celebration of two monumental, world-shaping
events – namely, the Holy One’s blessed rest after the six days of creation and His mighty deliverance
of Israel from Egyptian slavery – to the cycles of “the lesser light.”
How so? The lunar connection to the Sabbath was GIVEN to mankind by the “Holy One” who blessed
a rest day after six work days, the same Mighty One who delivered Israel from Egyptian slavery.
Based on Vanhoff’s opening salvo, it’s rather clear that he believes the Lunar Sabbath to be something
that only an idiot or a “Looney Tune” would fall for, so buckle your seat belts. This is going to get
serious real fast.
The Sabbath is linked with the moon…
Genesis 1:14 says that the two great lights would be for signs (oth), seasons (mo’edim), days (yom)
and years (shawneh). Thus the calendar of Yah is in the heavens. Are not days and years segments of
a calendar? Doesn’t this verse say that they will be regulated by the lights in the heavens? If Vanhoff
denies Genesis 1:14-17, he should not be counted as a believer; rather as one who sows discord among
the brethren. If he does not deny it, he is a double-minded hypocrite saying something he will not
(cannot) stand behind. Reread his paragraph above and see which category he falls in.
Exodus 31:13, Ezekiel 20:12, and 20:20 all say that the Sabbath is a sign, using the SAME Hebrew
word found in Genesis 1:14 (Hebrew word H-226 oth), meaning signal or beacon. These verses
without question link the Sabbath to ONE of the lights in the heavens, but doesn’t say which one.
Psalm 104:19 says that the moon will regulate the seasons (Hebrew word H-4150 mo’edim--appointed
times, set feasts). Leviticus 23:1-3 shows the weekly Sabbath to be the first feast (mo’edim-appointed times, set feasts) of Yah.
This alone is enough to prove that the Sabbath is regulated by lights in the heavens, the moon in
particular. Ours is not to ask WHY. Either do (obey) or do not. If Vanhoff denies Psalm 104:19 and
Leviticus 23:1-3 he would have been taken out and stoned in Old Testament times for dismissing a
Thus saith YHVH. If he does not deny them, he is a back-peddling dissembler speaking out of both
sides of his mouth. Reread his paragraph above and see which category he falls in.
I found texts that link the Sabbath with the moon, why didn’t Vanhoff? The difference is that I looked;
Vanhoff did not. Well, he did, but he used a search engine that is limited to the words typed into it,
meaning it is limited by the man at the keyboard.
What makes me shake my head in dismay is Vanhoff’s last sentence above, which I have underlined.
The 4th commandment in Exodus 20:8-11 is linked to the Sabbath observed at the end of Creation
week. The 4th commandment in Deuteronomy 5:12-15 is linked to the exodus from Egypt. The day
Israel laid off their bondage was the 15th day of Abib, and that day is described as Sabbath in Leviticus
23:6-11. Both calendar months looked like this…
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The Sabbath of Genesis 2:1-3 and Exodus 20:8-11 is highlighted in blue. The Sabbath of the exodus
recorded in Deuteronomy 5:12-15 is highlighted in yellow. The 15th of Abib is the first day of the
Feast of Unleavened Bread and is identified in the same manner in Leviticus 23:6-11 as the weekly
Sabbath is identified in Leviticus 23:3—a day of holy convocation with no work permitted.
Why would anyone think this way? [Because that is what Scripture teaches, which is usually good
enough for folks searching for truth.] The basic rationale for looking to the moon for determining the
week runs along these lines: there is nothing in creation that marks the perpetual seven-day week as we
have it today. [Ok wait. Hold on. What perpetual seven day week? Rob, are you looking at the
Gregorian calendar (circa 1582) with its repeating seven day weeks and shoe-horning this calendar into
Scripture? Why would anyone think this way? The basic rationale for observing a pagan/papal
calendar and assuming that it is the calendar of Scripture runs along these lines: there is something in
the hearts of some men that would cause them to call themselves believers in the Most High while they
worship Him using a calendar created for the sole purpose of worshipping false gods.] Since all of
creation testifies to the glory of the Creator, then the seven-day week must be found in the heavenly
lights. The repeated cycles of seven are seen to be an invention of man, since they are not observable
in nature. But… when we look at the moon, we see that the phases are roughly seven days! Therefore,
this is how we are to mark the Sabbath!
Actually, it is.
By the way, if you did not catch that, Vanhoff was being facetious, treating this discovery as a
frivolous thing, a joke. He is speaking in the voice of a Lunar Sabbatarian, without a hint of sincerity.
In fact, there are seven days between the quarter phases of the moon, but Vanhoff does not know that
because he has not bothered to look in the heavens where the Creator PUT His calendar.
What this argument fails to address is that the two events memorialized in the weekly Shabbat are also
not found in the heavens: how, by looking at the creation, do we know He made it in six days and
rested on the seventh? [By looking at the faithful witness (Psalm 89:37) and understanding that the
first quarter moon announced the very first Sabbath observed on earth.] How, by looking at creation,
do we know that He, according to His promise to Abraham and by His own might, delivered Israel
from harsh slavery into freedom? [By looking at the faithful witness (Psalm 89:37) and understanding
that the full moon that rose the night of Abib 14 and accompanied Israel out of Egypt, announced the
next day as the weekly Sabbath, as recorded in Leviticus 23:6-11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15.] These
events are revealed to us in Scripture, and we accept them on faith (Hebrews 11:3). The Sabbath is
about these key events. And the moon, an object of worship by many ancient peoples, has nothing to
do with it.
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We do not worship the moon. We look at the moon to tell time like Vanhoff looks at his watch.
Accepting these events on faith is great, but Vanhoff is taking Amos 3:7 out of the equation…
Surely the Sovereign YHVH will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto His servants the
prophets.

The prophets Moses and David very plainly connect the lunar cycle to the weekly Sabbath. We do not
have to merely accept the Lunar Sabbath by faith any more than we have to accept Creation or the
exodus by faith. Both events happened on a very specific lunar phase memorializing these events
which can then be shared with our children and our children’s children. Vanhoff said above (and I
HOPE he was not being facetious here): “…all of creation testifies to the glory of the Creator.” I have
said something similar for years. And I say it because it is true.
“All nature screams the majesty of Yah. Nature does not lie. Men do.” The Creator did not just put
the lights in the heavens for us to look at and ponder how pretty they are. They were put there for a
purpose. Discover that purpose, discover your own purpose—to worship the Almighty at HIS
appointed times. Deny that purpose, and embrace the fact that you are worshipping the Creator of the
Universe using a pagan/papal calendar created for the sole purpose of worshipping FALSE gods.
But even a cursory survey will show that the evidence of Scripture and of history is completely
contrary to this doctrine, which is not so new. [I accept your challenge Rob. Call it challenge #1] The
“lunar sabbath” suggestion first entered history in the 1800s, [I accept your challenge (#2) Rob.] when
unbelieving scholars of the ancient Near East were trying to reconcile Biblical “literature” with the
ancient Mesopotamian religion (Babylon and Assyria) described in (then) newly-deciphered Akkadian
documents. Turns out the Babylonians divided their months by the phases of the moon. [Yes, they did.
But you never wondered where they got this idea did you Rob? Answer below.] Since this humanist
agenda could not fathom that Scripture was indeed divinely-inspired revelation, it was proposed that
Israel adopted seven-day phase units from the Babylonian moon-worship calendar and made a few
modifications. [Partly true, partly false. The Rabbis who refused to return to Israel with Ezra and
Nehemiah adopted several pagan calendar rites from Babylon. That is why there are now eggs on the
table during Passover, and the “Jews” observe the days from sunset to sunset and the month is counted
from the first visible crescent. These are each pagan practices picked up by Israel while in captivity in
Babylon. Without a doubt, many modern scholars possess a humanist agenda, but it was not that
agenda that caused them to see the link between the Babylonian and Hebrew calendars.] They too did
not see the biblical Sabbath as a memorial to the works of the One Who inhabits eternity: six-day
creation and the election/redemption of a special people for Himself. Rather, they thought, the “seven”
had to come from the “natural” calendar, just as the Babylonians had reasoned all on their own.
The tower of Babel was built using the language of Eden. So Yah “dented” the original language of
earth, making many where there had been only one. However, YHVH left behind a remnant of the
original language with the Shemites who were in mountains to the east and who would have
maintained the original language of Eden -- Genesis 10:31 to 11:9. We know when YHVH altered
man’s languages and why. As wicked men sank into immorality and sin, they were able to do
immeasurably evil things due to their centralized language. So, the Creator solved that problem at the
tower of Babel.
Earth’s inhabitants had no need to “invent” new languages or calendars because the ones given at
Creation were in perfect working condition, needing neither repair nor replacement.
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In a similar fashion, Yah later “dented” the original calendar of earth, causing many where there had
been only one True Calendar. As wicked man spread out across the earth, they took with them the
only calendar they knew (the calendar of Eden), so Yah slightly altered the relationship between the
earth, sun and moon knowing full well that only His people would continue to observe His appointed
times using the original calendar and instructions in Scripture while the pagans, under no such
restraint, would create calendars of their own to suit their own pagan ideals.
There was a world wide calendar correction/change due to the Dent Yah put in His calendar sometime
in the 8th or 7th centuries B.C. Up until this time, all nations observed a lunar/solar year consisting of
12 thirty day months for a total of 360 days. No one knows the exact date as it was not recorded, but
after Yah dented His clock, within one generation all nations had very different calendars. Only the
Hebrew nation retained a calendar that resembled the original, making only two slight modifications.
Originally, there were only 30 day months, but after the Father dented His clock in the heavens, Israel
recognized the fact that now some of the lunar months were only 29 days long. Also, due to the dent
in the celestial clock, Israel recognized the fact that they now sometimes needed to add a 13th month in
order to keep the Feast dates in line with the harvest seasons. Interestingly, there is no command in
Scripture that demands 30 days in a month or 12 months in a year, so Israel did not add or diminish
ought from Torah by adopting these two calendar changes.
For the record, many other nations who retained some aspects of the original lunar/solar calendar
ALSO recorded these two calendar modifications. JUST because these pagan nations recognized these
changes or even practiced them does NOT make them pagan practices.
Ancient calendar studies have been done, and ALL nations, if you go back far enough, have the SAME
identical calendar on earth all at the same time. A 360 day lunar solar calendar consisting of twelve 30
day months. This is Yah’s original calendar. Evidence below. Not a SINGLE one of them had
recurring 7 day weeks until paganism reared its ugly head with the worship of the heavenly bodies.
In Scripture the months ALL used to be 30 days in length, for a total of a 360 lunar/solar year. The
luni-solar year in Scripture was originally 360 days long. Twelve 30 day months = 360 day year.
Genesis 7:11 says that the flood began on the 17th day of the second month. Genesis 8:4 says the
water prevailed upon the face of the earth until the 17th day of the seventh month. That is 5 months.
Genesis 7:24 and 8:3 say that the water prevailed upon the earth for 150 days. 150 divided by 5 = 30.
So there were 5 consecutive 30 day months in Scripture, which is not possible with the current
relationship between the earth and moon. So, we have solid Scriptural proof that the months were all
originally 30 days in length. Currently some of the months are 29 days long because of a divinely
ordained cosmic disturbance. The lunar cycle is now 29.5 days rather than 30 day in length, which
equates to some months being 29 days long, some being 30 days long.
Even more proof that the original Scriptural calendar is a 360 day lunar solar affair is found in
prophecy where the prophetic year is 360 days. Time, times and the dividing of time (1260) was a
combination of 360 days + 720 days + 180 days. Why would the prophetic model be 360 days, yet
different than the original calendar in nature?
Challenge #1 (from page 4 above) But even a cursory survey will show that the evidence of Scripture
and of history is completely contrary to this doctrine, which is not so new.
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If Scripture and history are contrary, why do I find them saying the same things about Israel’s Lunar
Sabbath? I’ve offered the evidence from Scripture above; please compare it with the quotes below.
“The New Moon is still, and the Sabbath originally was, dependent upon the lunar cycle.” Universal
Jewish Encyclopedia, p. 410.
No quote can be clearer than this.
“… each lunar month was divided into four parts, corresponding to the four phases of the moon. The
first week of each month began with the new moon, so that, as the lunar month was one or two days
more than four periods of seven days, these additional days were not reckoned at all.” Universal
Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. 10, p. 482. Article "Week."
“The Sabbath depending, in Israel’s nomadic period, upon the observation of the phases of the moon,
…could not, according to this view, be a fixed day.” www.jewishencyclopedia.com
“…the Hebrew Sabbathon … was celebrated at intervals of seven days, corresponding with changes
in the moon’s phases...” Encyclopedia Biblica, 1899. p. 4180
“In the time of the earliest prophets, the New Moon stood in the same line with another lunar
observance, the Sabbath. Ezekiel, who curiously enough frequently dates his prophecies on the New
Moon … describes the gate of the inner court of the (new) temple looking eastward as kept shut for the
six working days, but opened on the Sabbath and the New Moon.” Scribner's Dictionary of the Bible
(1898 edit.), p. 521
“The Hebrew month is a lunar month and the quarter of this period—one phase of the moon—appears
to have determined the week of seven days.” Encyclopedia Biblica, p. 4780.
And why have we never been taught any of this???
“…The [early] Hebrews employed lunar seven-day weeks…which ended with special observances on
the seventh day but none the less were tied to the moon’s course.” Hutton Webster, in his book, Rest
Days, page 254.
In the article Shawui Calendar: Ancient Shawui Observance, we find confirmation of a radical
change in YHVH’s calendar. “The [lunar]...calendar was used by all the original disciples of Yeshua...
This original Nazarene lunar-solar calendar was supplanted by a Roman ‘planetary week’ and calendar
in 135 C.E. -- when the ‘Bishops of the Circumcision’ (i.e. legitimate Nazarene successors to Yeshua)
were displaced from Jerusalem. This began a three hundred year controversy concerning the true
calendar and correct Sabbath.”
“This intimate connection between the week and the month was soon dissolved. It is certain that the
week soon followed a development of its own, and it became the custom -- without paying any regard
to the days of the month (i.e. the lunar month) -- ...so that the New Moon no longer coincided with the
first day [of the month ].” Encyclopedia Biblica, (1899 edit.), p. 5290.
“… the custom of celebrating the Sabbath every 7th day, irrespective of the relationship of the day to
the moon’s phases, led to a complete separation from the ancient view of the Sabbath...”
Encyclopedia Biblica, (1899 edit.), p. 4179.
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“The calendar was originally fixed by observation, and ultimately by calculation. Up to the fall of the
Temple (A.D. 70), witnesses who saw the new moon came forward and were strictly examined and if
their evidence was accepted the month was fixed by the priests. Eventually the authority passed to the
Sanhedrin and ultimately to the Patriarchate. … Gradually observation gave place to calculation. The
right to determine the calendar was reserved to the Patriarchate; the Jews of Mesopotamia [Ed.—
Babylonian Jews] tried in vain to establish their own calendar but the prerogative of Palestine was
zealously defended. So long as Palestine remained a religious centre, it was naturally to the homeland
that the Diaspora looked for its calendar. Uniformity was essential, for if different parts had celebrated
feasts on different days confusion would have ensued. It was not until the 4th century A.D. that
Babylon fixed the calendar…” Encyclopedia Britannica: Vol. 4, article “Calendar”.
“These imported [from Babylon] superstitions eventually led Jewish rabbis to call Saturn Shabbti, ‘the
star of the Sabbath,’ [and]...it was not until the first century of our era, when the planetary week had
become an established institution, that the Jewish Sabbath seems always to have corresponded to
Saturn’s Day [Satyrday].” Hutton Webster in his book, Rest Days, p. 244.
Thus the condemnation in Amos 5:26 was set in stone.
In Amos 5:26, the prophet is recorded as reminding Israel of their apostasy. Israel started worshipping
Chiun, a star-god of their own making. In Acts 7:43, Stephen quotes Amos and is translated into
Greek as saying “Remphan, the star-god…” Chiun and Remphan are the respective Hebrew and Greek
words for Saturn. The Sabbath of Scripture is based upon the lunar cycle. So Israel did indeed come
to worship Saturn on his day, but at a much later date and not by Divine command.
“With the development of the importance of the Sabbath as a day of consecration and the emphasis
laid upon the significant number seven, the week became more and more divorced from its lunar
connection...” Universal Jewish Encyclopedia: Vol. 10, 1943 edit. Article, "Week," p. 482.
“The four quarters of the moon supply an obvious division of the month...it is most significant that in
the older parts of the Hebrew scriptures the new moon and the Sabbath are almost invariably
mentioned together. The [lunar] month is beyond question an old sacred division of time common to
all the semites; even the Arabs, who received the week at quite a late period from the Syrians, greeted
the New Moon with religious acclamations. … We cannot tell [exactly] when the Sabbath became
disassociated from the month.” Encyclopedia Biblica, 1899 edit., pp. 4178-4179..
How is it that Scholars cannot tell when the Sabbath was disassociated from the lunar cycle while
modern Satyrday sabbath keepers in general deny that the Sabbath was ever connected with the moon
in the first place?
If there is any possible remaining doubt that Israel observed a lunar Sabbath in Scripture, let this quote
settle your conscience:
“Luni-solar calendar foundations of the Jewish calendar extend from the earliest verses of scripture.
Natural, uniform motions of the heavenly spheres are the pivotal markers of time reckoning. The list
of ancient characters mentioned in the Old Testament used this lunar-solar calendar system of time
recording. Observation of lunar phases coupled with solar positioning graduated the lifetime ages of
Adam and his descendants. . . .
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“Changes in the appearance of the moon provided the seven-day week. Originating with ancient
interpretations of lunar time, divisions of seven days separate the four basic lunar phases... Starting
with a dark new moon, the moon gradually comes into view on following nights. In about seven days
the first half of the moon is visible. The second half waxes until full moon at the end of two weeks.
Lunar light reverses progression in the third week, waning to half visibility again. A fourth week
completes the month, and visibility again diminishes toward a new moon. Completion of four lunar
phases comprises the month.” Ages of Adam, published in 1995, by Clark K. Nelson.
Challenge #2 (from page 4 above) The “lunar sabbath” suggestion first entered history in the 1800s,
when unbelieving scholars of the ancient Near East were trying to reconcile Biblical “literature” with
the ancient Mesopotamian religion (Babylon and Assyria) described in (then) newly-deciphered
Akkadian documents.
Oh, so these modern scholarly quotes are not old enough for you? Without a doubt, he read
somewhere that these scholars had a humanist agenda, seeking to discredit Scripture—so he adopted
that belief without examining any further evidence. Many modern scholars have a humanist agenda,
but it was not that agenda that caused them to present Israel’s Lunar Sabbath. It was because of
historical evidence from a much older era that supported their conclusions…
Philo lived from approximately 20 B.C. until about A.D. 50. Thus, his lifetime spanned not only
the years prior to the carpenter from Nazareth’s birth, but also the years following his death.
Philo, born and raised in Alexandria, Egypt, was one of more than 100,000 Hebrews living in that city.
When the Roman prefect Flaccus initiated a massacre of Israelites in A.D. 39, Philo was selected to
head the Hebrew delegation that went to Rome to plead their case before the emperor, Gaius Caligula.
Please pause for a moment and reflect on the significance of Philo of Alexandria being chosen from
among his peers for such a monumental task. Would Philo have been chosen for such a mission if his
practice and beliefs had not squared with the faith of Israel? No, he would not have been chosen
unless his views matched those of his peers. We know from Philo’s writings that he observed lunar
Sabbaths. If the average Israelite had practiced “Saturday Sabbaths” while Philo observed “lunar
weeks and Sabbaths,” would this detail have affected their decision to select him to lead a delegation to
Rome?
Absolutely. Sabbath observance is one of the most distinguishing marks of the Hebrew faith. We can
thus discern that if Philo observed lunar weeks and Sabbath by the phases of the moon each week, so
did the rest of his fellow Israelites, including Yeshua because there is no known controversy between
the man from Galilee and the religious leaders concerning the weekly Sabbath. He kept the same
weekly Sabbath day as they did. Here is what Philo wrote:
In Allegorical Interpretation, 1 IV (8), it says…
“Again, the periodical changes of the moon, take place according to the number seven, that star
having the greatest sympathy with the things on earth. And the changes which the moon works in the
air, it perfects chiefly in accordance with its own configurations on each seventh day. At all events, all
mortal things, as I have said before, drawing their more divine nature from the heaven, are moved in a
manner which tends to their preservation in accordance with this number seven. … Accordingly, on
the seventh day, Elohim caused to rest from all his works which he had made.” …
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Notice that Philo says the moon is perfect in its shape or appearance at seven day intervals. Had a
Hebrew speaking Israelite written this he would have said “it perfects chiefly in accordance with its
own configurations on each Sabbath day instead of each “seventh” day because elsewhere in his
writings, Philo identifies that when he mentions the seventh day [of the week] he is speaking of the
Sabbath. Above, he tells us that the moon perfects its own configurations on each seventh day. It was
understood, that at the end each period of six work days there would be a weekly Sabbath. The Greek
speaking Jews referred to the Sabbath as the seventh day or the sacred seventh day, while in the
language of the Hebrews it was termed Shabbat, or the Sabbath. Continuing on with Philo:
The Decalogue XXX (159),
“But to the seventh day of the week he has assigned the greatest festivals, those of the longest duration,
at the periods of the equinox both vernal and autumnal in each year; appointing two festivals for these
two epochs, each lasting seven days; the one which takes place in the spring being for the perfection of
what is being sown, and the one which falls in autumn being a feast of thanksgiving for the bringing
home of all the fruits which the trees have produced”…
Let’s look carefully at what Philo is saying. To the seventh day of the week He [the Father above] has
assigned the greatest festivals, in other words the greatest (longest) festivals have been assigned to the
seventh day of the week. Philo, keeping the same luni-solar calendar established in Scripture, calls the
first day of each of these seven day feasts the “seventh day of the week”. Scripture says that both of the
seven day feasts (Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles) begin on the 15th day of their respective
months. 1 Friend, the seventh day of the week is the Sabbath, is it not? It is the seventh day of the
week EVERY year. If the 15th is the weekly Sabbath, so are the 8th, 22nd and 29th days of the month.
Notice Philo did not say they would receive two holydays of festivals, but one, the 15th. Satyrday
Sabbath keepers insist that there will be a satyrday Sabbath that interrupts these seven day feasts, and
indeed, if the Gregorian calendar were the calendar of Scripture that would be true. But Scripture says
nothing of a [satyrday] Sabbath in the middle of these 7 day feasts. To prove the seventh day of the
week is the same as the 15th, elsewhere Philo states, “And this feast is begun on the fifteenth day of the
month, in the middle of the month, on the day on which the moon is full of light, in consequence on the
providence of Elohim taking care that there shall be no darkness on that day.” 2
In other words, Philo is saying the weekly Sabbath begins these feasts, and is on the 15th. This proves
that the Sabbaths by the lunar calendar is true and a Sabbath every seventh day is false because there is
no way the weekly Sabbath can begin these two festivals on the 15th day of the month in the 1st and 7th
month each year, on a continuous seven day cycle presented by the Gregorian calendar.
Speaking of “lunar” intervals, in Special Laws I. (178), Philo writes…
“…there is one principle of reason by which the moon waxes and wanes in equal intervals, both as it
increases and diminishes in illumination; the seven lambs because it receives the perfect shapes in
periods of seven days—the half-moon in the first seven day period after its conjunction with the sun,
full moon in the second; and when it makes its return again, the first is to half-moon, then it ceases at
its conjunction with the sun.” [All emphasis supplied by author/complier of this study.]

1
2

See Leviticus 23:5-6 and 23:34.
Philo’s Special Laws II, The Fifth Festival, Section XXVIII (155)
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The half-moon (first quarter moon) announces the first Sabbath of the month. It is the seventh day of
the week, naturally, but this is the 8th day of the month. New moon day is not counted against the
week. The full moon rising at the end of the 14th day of the month announces the 15th as the second
Sabbath of the month. If the new moon was counted, the quarter phases (or as Philo describes them,
the moon as it perfects in its own configurations on each seventh day) would not come at the end of the
week, disconnecting the perfection of the lunar cycle from the Sabbath. What YHVH has joined
together, let not man put asunder.
Philo gives a second witness in On Mating with the Preliminary Studies, XIX (102)…
“For it is said in the Scripture: On the tenth day of this month let each of them take a sheep according
to his house; in order that from the tenth, there may be consecrated to the tenth, that is to Elohim, the
sacrifices which have been preserved in the soul, which is illuminated in two portions out of the three,
until it is entirely changed in every part, and becomes a heavenly brilliancy like a full moon, at the
height of its increase at the end of the second week”.
Please let what Philo just said sink in. His readers in those days understood that the weeks were by the
moon, same as in Scripture, and that at the end of the second week there would be a full moon. This
statement needs no interpretation and is impossible to misunderstand.
The Essenes were also around during Philo’s time. Did they observe the Creation Calendar that Philo
observed? Indeed they did. Please read this quote found among the fragments in the Qumran caves
along with the Dead Sea Scrolls. Seventy-six fragments of an astronomical text written in a cryptic
alphabet record the phases of the moon divided into 1/14ths of the full size of the moon. J. T. Milik has
reconstructed a 14 line section based on fragment  ii, 2-14. It is entitled Phases of the moon (4Q317),
part of which is found below…
“[On the f]ifth (day) of it (the month), [tw]elve (fourteenths of the moon’s surface) are covered and
thus it [enters the day . On the sixth (day) of it] thirteen (fourteenths of its surface) are covered and
thus it enters the day. On the seventh (day) of it [fourteen (fourteenths of its surface) are covered and
thus] it enters the day. vacat [On the eighth (day) of it…the firmament above…its light is to be
covered…on the first of the Sabbath. vacat [On the ninth (day) of it one (fourteenth) portion (of its
surface)] is revealed [and thus it entered the night]. On the tenth (day) of it [two (fourteenths of its
surface)] are [revealed and it enters] the night. vacat On the ele[venth (day) of it three (fourteenths of
its surface) are revealed] and thus it enters the night. vacat”
This is utterly astounding. This statement flat out states that the 8th day of the month is the Sabbath
and at the same time very clearly describes the visible light upon the face of the moon as it waxes,
linking the moon with the numbered days of the month including the Sabbath.
Here is another translation of the same parchment (4Q317) done by another set of scholars… “On the
eighth of the month [chodesh], the moon rules all the day in the midst of the sky...and when the sun
sets, its light ceases to be obscured, and thus the moon begins to be revealed on the first day of the
week”. Wise, Abegg and Cooke, in their book The Dead Sea Scrolls, A New Translation, pp 301-303
[All emphasis my own]
Here are a few more historical accounts of Israel’s lunar Sabbath…
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The first is found in the Talmud the Steinsaltz Edition”, Volume XIV Tractate Ta’anit Part II (1995 by
Israel Institute for Talmudic Publications and Milta Books), pages 205-206. It says the following
regarding the destruction of Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar’s army:
Page 205: “Then late on the day of the ninth, close to nightfall, they set the Temple on fire, and it
continued to burn the entire next day, on the tenth.” Page 206: “When the Temple was destroyed for
the first time at the hands of Nebuzaradan [the captain of the guard], that day was the ninth of Av, and
it was the day following Shabbat, and it was the year following the Sabbatical Year.... And similarly
when the Temple was destroyed a second time at the hands of Titus, the destruction occurred on the
very same day, on the ninth of Av.”
Guess what day the ninth day of Av was when Titus destroyed the temple? (The day after the weekly
Sabbath, naturally.) If I’ve done the math right, the ninth day of the month follows the 8th day of the
month. Correct? If the 8th day of the month is the Sabbath, so are the 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the
month.
The historian Josephus records Sabbaths that can be pinpointed and they are on the 8th, 15th, 22nd,
and 29th and the New moon was not counted as one of the six workdays. Josephus records an
interesting type of strategy by General Pompey and the Romans. The Roman’s saw that the Hebrews
did not fight on the Sabbath unless attacked. So, the Romans simply moved their engines and battering
rams up to the walls on the Sabbath day, which otherwise they could not do, and on the next day, they
battered the city. See page 369-370. Antiquities of the Jews Book 14, Chapter 4, section 3.
“...For although the city [Jerusalem] was taken on the third month, on the day of the fast...” (c)
Antiquities of the Jews Book 14, Chapter 4, section 3, p. 370
Footnote (c): Antiquities of the Jews Book 14, Chapter 4:3, page 370: “That is on the twenty-third of
Sivan, the annual fast for the defection and idolatry of Jeroboam, ‘who made my people Israel to sin,’
or possibly some other fast might fall into that month, before and in the days of Josephus.”
How many fasts do YOU know of in the third month? I did not even know of this one. I find this
fascinating because Jeroboam is the one who introduced satyrday worship to Israel. If memory serves
me, the 23rd day of the month follows the 22nd day of the month. Correct? If the 22nd day of the
month is the Sabbath, so are the 8th, 15th, and 29th days of the month.
Still not convinced? In the second century A.D., proof that the Israelites were still keeping the Sabbath
day according to the lunar week can also be found in the writings of Clement of Alexandria (circa 150215 A.D.):
“[Peter] inferred thus: ‘Neither worship as the Jews...[for] if the moon is not visible, they do not hold
the Sabbath, which is called the first; nor do they hold the new moon, nor the feast of Unleavened
Bread, nor the Feast, nor the Great Day’” The Stromata, chapter 5).
This clearly indicates that at this time the weekly Sabbath was still dictated by the moon’s course.
Further, in vol. 6, chapter 16 of The Stromata, Clement plainly writes that “in periods of seven days
the moon undergoes its changes. In the first week she becomes half moon; in the second [week], full
moon; and in the third [week], in her wane, again half moon; and in the fourth [week] she disappears.”
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This is about as plain as it can get. Obviously, in Clement’s day, the week (as kept by the Israelites)
was still tied to the moon’s phases and, by extension, the weekly Sabbath was also still tied to the
moon! History also records, however, that by this time (150-215 A.D.) some of the Christians had
indeed gotten away from a week and Sabbath that was dependent upon the lunar reckoning. The curse
of Jeroboam!!
Even the Quran (Koran) is in agreement:
Sura 10.5. It is He who made the sun to be a shining glory and the moon to be a light (of
beauty), and measured out stages for her; that ye might know the number of years and the count (of
time). Nowise did Allah create this but in truth and righteousness. (Thus) doth He explain His Signs in
detail, for those who understand.
Here is another translation of the same passage: “YHVH is the One who made the sun luminescent
and the moon a light, and He designed its phases to provide you with a timing device. YHVH did not
create all this in vain.”
Israel’s Lunar Sabbath has been common knowledge to for centuries. To deny it would have
discredited the modern scholars as blind fools with a humanistic agenda.
So this general idea has been around for over 100 years. [Try 6000+.] But only since the late 1990s
have I been aware that there were actually a few teachers pushing its observance, claiming that the
whole Bible-believing world’s sense of time got bumped like a record with no one thinking the wiser
of it. Why someone would want to believe this I cannot say. Needless to say, this doctrine is not based
upon Scripture; though the “lunar sabbatarians” would like to convince us otherwise.
Several things here. It is not our fault that Bro. Vanhoff’s head has been in the sand. Neither is it our
fault that even though he was exposed to the Lunar Calenar in the late 1990’s that he has STILL not
accepted it. Neither is it our fault that Vanhoff does err, not knowing the Scriptures.
The reason Lunar Sabbatarians have no problem believing the lunar/solar calendar in Scripture got
“bumped like a record” being lost to humanity is based on the following verses…
And He [YHVH] hath violently taken away His tabernacle, as if it were of a garden: He hath
destroyed His places of the assembly: YHVH hath caused the solemn feasts and sabbaths to be
forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of His anger the king and the priest.
Lamentations 2:6

The historical landscape is littered with Israel’s apostasy. Every time they apostatized, they forgot the
Sabbath and went a whoring after idols. This is not a secret. And every time they apostatized, YHVH
took from them the knowledge of the Sabbath, Isaiah 64:11, 63:18, 5:5, Psalm 80:12, 89:40.
Yah destroyed His places in the assembly; the courts where the people used to assemble for worship in
the temple; or the synagogues in Jerusalem, and other parts of the land. He caused the solemn feasts
and sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion; there being neither places to keep them in, nor people to observe
them. Israel was last scattered in 70 A.D. When Israel reassembles, the first thing they do is repair or
build a temple for YHVH. This has not happened so the truth has not been restored until this time
because Israel has remained scattered in her apostasy. These truths are coming to light now because
YHVH is restoring His remnant, He is calling His people out of Babylon (spiritual confusion).
12

So yeah, Israel forgot the Sabbath like a bumped record. It skipped and there was no righteous man
around to record its passing. If a record had been made that Israel forgot their Sabbath, it would not
have been possible to forget it. It was forgotten (with no record made) because YHVH took it from
them. Now, He’s giving it back to righteous men and women everywhere.
The Bible teaches from Genesis 1, Exodus 20, Deuteronomy 5, and elsewhere that we are to reckon an
every-seventh-day Shabbat. Six days of work, and a seventh day resting in His holiness and shalom.
This is a wonderful approach to accounting time, a heavenly gift for mankind (cf: Mark 2:27), and over
the last 2,000 years it has permeated most of the world’s calendars. Embedded within it is the
remembrance that the Creator of heaven and earth is Sovereign over all His works, and that His people
belong to Him and not to the superstitious rulers of the world. The sun worship, moon worship, etc…
of the ancient world was (and is!) to be rejected outright. Therefore we can see how the observance of
the every-seventh-day Shabbat is, at its core, a statement of allegiance to the God of Israel, Creator of
all, to His economy, as well as a testimony against man’s innate but idolatrous fear of natural forces
and heavenly cycles.
Scripture also teaches that the New Moon days are NOT included in the work week, they are a third
category of day. http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/03-QT-ThreeDistinctDays.pdf
These days interrupt the weekly cycle every month.
The new moon days never fall during the common week; they are a third category of day. Ezekiel
46:1 says that the gate to the temple is shut on all six working days, but open on the Sabbath and new
moon. Last month, (as of this writing) new moon was on a thursday. If the tabernacle were still here
and I asked Vanhoff, “Would the gate have been open or shut?”, how would he answer? If he said
open because it is new moon day, I would respond that it is a work day, it must be shut. If he agreed,
“Of course thursday is a work day, it must be shut.” I’d reply, “But friend, it is new moon, it must be
open.” He has no correct answer because he is applying a pagan/papal/Roman/solar-only/man-made
calendar to this Scriptural calendar event. Isaiah 66:23, II Kings 4:18-23, Amos 8:5 are three more
witnesses that the new moon cannot fall on one of the six work days. Looks like this…
New
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Day
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Day one and day 30 are NOT weekdays, they are days of the New Moon, but have something in
common with the Sabbaths--both are worship days, both are welcomed by an open gate to the temple
and the blowing of shofars/trumpets.
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It is not the fault of Lunar Sabbatarians that Vanhoff does not know that Scripture excludes the New
Moon days from the week interrupting the weeks each month, meaning that having a Sabbath every
seven days in an unbroken cycle is not possible if Scripture is to be believed.
Nowhere in Scripture is Shabbat reckoned, and nowhere are we commanded to reckon it, by looking at
the moon. We’re only taught to reckon time in continuing cycles of seven.
You have not been taught. That does not mean others have not been. Rightly dividing the Word has
its advantages. There is no advantage in repeating the traditions of men when they run afoul of
Scripture.
There is not a single Sabbath in Scripture that is not regulated by the moon. In fact, every Sabbath in
Scripture that can be date identified falls on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th day of the lunar months. This
would not be possible if the Sabbaths were every seven days, and whether you like it or not proves the
Lunar Sabbaths. http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/28-8-15-22-29_Proof.pdf
Some teach that a key verse proving the “lunar sabbath” calendar is to be found in Psalm 104. Now
this is a most beautiful song, full of imagery and parallelism. But to take the verse “He made yareach
for mo’adim, sun knows his setting” out of the larger poetic context, and then insist it means “He made
the moon for marking all of the Feasts, including Shabbat” is abuse of Scripture, plain and simple.
[How so? Genesis 1:14 says that either the sun or the moon will regulate the calendar events listed.
One of those calendar events is unquestionably the weekly Sabbath which is identified and linked to
the lights in the heavens (of Genesis 1:14) in two ways. The Sabbath is identified as sign (Hebrew
word oth) as well as a mo’edim. Psalm 104:19 and Leviticus 23:1-3 complete the picture, saying that
the calendar mo’edim (appointed times) including the weekly Sabbath are indeed regulated by the
moon.] And it’s not too different than hermeneutics I’ve encountered among the “Paleo-Hebrew word
picture” people, the “Alef-Tav” advocates, or the “Peshitta Primacy” groups.
I don’t recall hermeneutics being taught in Scripture, though I do recall Isaiah 28:9-10 being
recommended as a means to identify truth. In fact, here is how we are told to identify truth in
Scripture.
1. In Scripture: If I find 2-3 witnesses, texts saying the same thing, (Genesis 41:32, Deuteronomy
19:15, II Corinthians 13:1) then it is truth that I must admit and comply with.
2. In Scripture: If I find a single text that says "thus saith YHVH", (Deuteronomy 8:3b, Matthew
4:10, Luke 4:8), it is truth; I must admit it and obey His command, whether there are 2-3 witnesses or
not.
3. In Scripture: If I find a chain of texts where there is an unfolding of truth, one expounding upon the
other, (Isaiah 28:9-10), this reveals truth that I am responsible for.
4. If it is in the law [Torah] or the prophets, it is true, Isaiah 8:20. If something outside of Torah and
the prophets agrees with the Torah and the prophets, neither adding nor diminishing aught
(Deuteronomy 4:2), it is the straight truth. The standard listed in Isaiah and Deuteronomy (above)
was given to trump Test 1 IF the 2-3 witnesses are false witnesses (speaking not according to the
Torah and the prophets).
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5. A doctrine or accepted belief that lacks any of the above 4 tests means that it is NOT true. YHVH
says that He will do NOTHING unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets, Amos 3:7.
If the prophets are silent, then it did not come from YHVH. If there is no "thus saith YHVH, no 2-3
witnesses, no chain of inter-textual evidence and thus no support found in the Torah and the prophets,
then it is my privilege to admit it and tell others that it has no foundation in truth.
6. Any historical evidence that agrees with Scripture (e.g. the Torah and the prophets) is acceptable as
supportive evidence to the truth. Any historical record that disagrees with or contradicts Scripture,
failing the first 4 tests above, is a lie in the highest order of magnitude.
7. If someone makes a statement, it does not matter if a thousand witnesses (accusers, followers,
scholars, etc.) come later saying that he did NOT say such or did not MEAN such and such; the spoken
word of the person in question (i.e., Almighty Yah, the prophets, etc.) takes precedence over that of all
his defenders OR detractors.
8. If someone claims to be Messiah, or a prophet, or to have a special message for the body of
believers, but fail to provide Tests 1, 2 and 3 above, then Isaiah 8:20 and Deuteronomy 18:18-22 (in
essence, Tests 4 and 5) need be applied. If what they say doesn’t come to pass or they speak not
according to the Torah or the testimony of the prophets, fear them not, there is no light in them.
So far, I have employed these means of identifying truth. Bro. Vanhoff, you have not. You have
repeated your tradition without supplying any evidence from Scripture OR history.
“Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of them pick themselves up and hurry off as if
nothing ever happened.” Winston Churchill
“A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong gives it the superficial appearance of being right.” Thomas
Paine.
“Most of our so-called reasoning consists in finding arguments for going on believing as we already
do.” James Harvey Robinson.
“There is a principle which is a bar against all information, which is proof against all arguments, and
which cannot fail to keep a man in everlasting ignorance; that principle is contempt prior to
investigation.” Herbert Spencer
With all due respect, the truth is not suspended just for you. Almighty Yah does not care about
your tradition or what you think is true; He wants you to follow HIM. The way to do this is by proving
all things and holding fast only that which is good. We learn this by searching the Scriptures daily to
see whether these things (that we’ve been taught) are true. (I Thessalonians 5:21, Acts 17:10-11)
The consecutive cycles of seven is true for counting the omer and for counting the shemitah years
(“sabbaths of years”). The recurring cycle of sevens is securely anchored in the text. Even the Gospel
of Matthew would have us envision Yeshua’s genealogy from Abraham through David as six
complete, consecutive sevens, with the seventh of course marking Yeshua’s birth.
For the record, the lineages of men have nothing to do with the calendar commands in Scripture. To
compare them as if they have anything in common is as comparing apples and oranges. It is foolish, a
waste of time, shows one’s ignorance, as well as misleading.
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There are no consecutive cycles of seven counting the omer (Pentecost) or Jubilee cycle. Remember
those New Moon days that are NEVER counted as week days in Scripture? There are New Moon days
that interrupt the counting of the omer as well. Do you remember the year of Jubilee, my friend? It
interrupts the cycle of 7 land Sabbath cycles. Vanhoff, again you do err, not knowing the Scriptures.
Leviticus 25:1-11 demands that the Jubilee cycle is 50 years in length, not 49. Scripture does not
teach a 49 year Jubilee cycle; men do. The day(s) of new moon interrupt(s) the weeks, just as the 50th
year interrupts the seven 7 year counts. The Jubilee cannot double as the first year of the following
Jubilee cycle because you can sow and reap on the first year of each land Sabbath, Leviticus 25:3.
Israel apparently fasted on new moon, and in similar fashion, no one could sow during the 50th year of
Jubilee, Leviticus 25:11. New moon days are a third category of day; the year of Jubilee is a third
category of year. It is neither one of the six year of sowing/reaping, nor is it a 7th year land Sabbath.
The New Moon interrupts the weekly cycle every month. The New Moon twice interrupts the
numbering of the 7 Sabbaths complete when counting the omer. The year of Jubilee interrupts the land
Sabbath cycle. Merely saying they were not interrupted or because you have traditionally believed that
these were not interrupted does not make it so. I have provided the Scriptural evidence that proves the
weeks and land Sabbaths are indeed interrupted. That does not make me right, it means Scripture is
right. I choose to accept the authority of Scripture over the tradition of men.
Consider the following calendar with the New Moon days put in an easier position, yet still outside the
ranks of the 7 day work day. The Sabbaths are in Red, the New Moon days are in Blue. The New
Moon days are never included in the seven day week. Just because I have here put them in the seventh
column, I am NOT calling them Sabbaths. They are not, they are in the seventh column for ease of
understanding and presentation.
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This is how you count 50 days. The 9th day of the third month is the morrow after the seventh Sabbath.
This is not the first day of the 50 because the command is to count 50 days FROM the morrow after
the seventh Sabbath, not 50 days from the seventh Sabbath. It ends on the 29th day of the 4th month.
And guess what? The wheat planted in Scriptural time was harvested in the summer, the same season
as the grapes and olives and figs. For a short study on this issue, click here:
http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/16-QT-WhatSeasonWheatHarvested.pdf.
For a detailed account of the REAL count to Pentecost, click here:
http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/17-FeastOfWeeks.pdf
Even Yeshua’s brother was confident that all Israel, even in the Diaspora, were in sync when it came to
the Sabbath, as they had been all along.
“For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who preach him, since he is read in the
synagogues every Sabbath.” (Acts 15:21)
They were all in sync in the 1st century. It was not until the 4th century that satyrday was called the
Sabbath by the Jews. After that they were still all in sync, just on the wrong day. Who said Israel was
not in sync? They were originally all looking at the same moon, later they were all looking at the same
pagan calendar. Yeshua’s brother was observing the same Sabbath as Moses, the Lunar Sabbath.
Vanhoff is attempting to use the historical record to defend his position. First of all, history does not
support his position; secondly, his position is indefensible. See my responses to Challenge #’s 1 and 2
on pages __ and __ respectively.
All our historical sources from the Second Temple Era concur: everyone knew when Shabbat was;
even Israel’s enemies! (cf: 1 Maccabees 2:30-43) Disputes, even by groups that were to soon die out,
are recorded for us in the ancient writings. [That is correct. Philo, the Essenes, Socrates, and others all
knew of Israel’s Lunar Sabbath.] A big debate at the time was how to properly observe the day, but
never about “which day” to observe it. [Because they were all observing the Lunar Sabbath.
Naturally, there was no debate.] There was debate about when to start counting the omer, [Because
they were all observing the Lunar Calendar. Naturally, there was no debate] but even then, the various
Jewish groups were in agreement of the perpetual seventh-day shabbat. [What perpetual seventh-day
Sabbath? Vanhoff keeps bringing up this perpetual seventh-day Sabbath, but he has yet to prove there
is one, much less offer any evidence for one.] Yeshua recognized the every-seventh-day Shabbat,
completely independent of moon phases, as did the other Jews in His day. [Excuse me? I have shown
you the historical record proving that Israel observed the Lunar Sabbath in the first century. And in
this study: http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/28-8-15-22-29_Proof.pdf starting on p. 6, I
have provided evidence from the New(er) Testament that the Sabbath Yeshua observed was Lunar, not
satyrday, not a perpetual seventh-day Sabbath.] And then sometime after 70AD, we have Christians
promoting Sunday as a day of worship, a tradition that has continued uninterrupted to our own day.
Here too, even when there is a difference in day of worship, there is no dispute about the perpetual
seven-day week!
Bro. Vanhoff, you do err, not knowing the Scriptures, and little about the historical record. You seem
to think that if Israel observed a Lunar Sabbath that they would be squabbling about it (because it
interferes with YOUR perpetual seventh-day satyrday Sabbath). Get over yourself. Israel did not
observe a perpetual seven-day week in the first century, there was nothing to dispute.
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Contrary to what the “lunar sabbath” teachers are proposing, there was no collective amnesia whereby
all Israel simultaneously ceased observing the Babylonian “lunar” moon phases and started keeping the
“perpetual seven” cycle. From the book of Exodus, we know that when the LORD taught Israel the
Sabbath (through the giving of the manna), they had trouble trusting Him. Again, the lesson for Israel
was (as it always is) to learn to walk by faith. God did not point them to the moon, but to His regular,
miraculous provision. Five days, an omer a day. On the sixth day, a double portion. On the seventh
day, a Sabbath rest! Quite simple. It drew the community together to march in step with the bread from
heaven. No reference to what the sky looked like, no correlation with the calendars of idolators.
So, no collective amnesia? So Jeremiah lied in Lamentations 2:6? See the bottom of p. 12 and the
top of p. 13.
Vanhoff, you do err, not knowing the Scriptures. The Almighty DID point to the moon in Exodus
12:2 when re-instituting His “Genesis 1:14-17” calendar with Moses.
This month [chodesh, meaning renewal of the moon, or new moon] shall be unto you the beginning of
months [chodesh, meaning months by extension]: it shall be the first month [chodesh, meaning new
moon] of the year to you. Exodus 12:2
The first visible crescent seen in a new year looks like this, and it was THIS phase of the moon, the flat
bowl, level across the points that YHVH was pointing out to Moses:

The reason no one knows for certain when Israel forgot the Sabbath, although there are several
differing dates offered, is because it was forgotten. How many of you remember that you have
forgotten? The simple act of “forgetting” means that there will NOT be a paper trail admitting or
recording the act of forgetting. If it was recorded, then it would never have been forgotten in the first
place. Bro. Vanhoff denies that Israel could have collective amnesia, denying Lamentations 2:6.
And apparently does not realize that it is impossible for anyone to PROVE it was forgotten, we simply
have to take the Scriptural record for truth.
Fact: Something that is recorded cannot be forgotten. It is up to later generations to determine what a
former generation has forgotten. Lunar Sabbath keepers are finding what Israel lost.
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Bro. Vanhoff, the giving of manna proves the Lunar Sabbath:
Exodus 16 is the first place where the word “Sabbath” is used in Scripture. In the first verse, YHVH is
speaking to Moses and Aaron on the 15th day of the 2nd month and gives them what turns out to be a
simple math equation. From day 15 add 6 days of manna = 21. Next day (22nd) is the Sabbath.
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Israel was to collect one portion of manna from the 16th to the 20th and a double portion on the 21st
because the morrow was the Sabbath. If the 22nd is a Sabbath, so is the 15th (as well as the 8th and the
29th. The first day of the month is new moon day, not a Sabbath.
In case you have not noticed, Bro. Vanhoff, all your accusations against the Sabbath of Creation are in
vain, Scripture or the historical record provides a rebuttal. I don’t have to come up with any retort of
my own, all I have to do is what you refuse to do; examine the evidence. Looking at the clock in the
heavens, established in Genesis 1:14-17 is NOT pagan idolatry. To imply otherwise is blasphemous.
To wrap up [Wrap up? When are you going to provide evidence that supports your perpetual sevenday satyrday Sabbath or evidence that proves the Lunar Sabbath false?] we should highlight an
important feature shared by the vast sea of ancient Jewish texts (books and collections as diverse as
“the Apocrypha” to the Dead Sea Scrolls to the Apostolic Writings to the Mishnah and Talmud). They
generally preserve, even if in exaggerated form, the voices of protesters or the opinions of opposing
ideologies. This is because Jewish groups thoughtfully defined and clarified their doctrines and
practices through comparison and polemic with other Jewish groups. The “We say this, whereas they
say that…” method of communication can be found in all manner of Jewish documents from the
Second Temple period and beyond. This approach has proven to be both helpful and efficient, shaping
the processes of debate and peer-reviewed research used in the world today. Looking back to when
Israel first learned the Sabbath, the Scripture tells us there were dissenters! The voice of those who did
not accept it was preserved for posterity.
The writings from the second temple era never say that satyrday is the Sabbath, they never say that the
Sabbath is the seventh day of perpetual seven day weeks. These writings, if anything at all is said,
support Israel’s Lunar Sabbath observance.
Who were the dissenters shortly after the exodus when Israel first RE-learned of the Sabbath? Vanhoff
says there were dissenters, but provides no evidence to support his claim. He merely wants you to take
his word for it. I’m sorry friends, but if I were to try this, my readers would hold my feet to the fire
and/or find someone else to listen to.

19

The few who went out looking for manna were not dissenters, living in captivity for several
generations they had no idea what a “Sabbath” rest was. They weren’t thinking, “Nope, this is not the
Sabbath, some other day is.” They were thinking, “What the heck is a Sabbath? I’m hungry, let’s go
look for some of that manna.”
But the “lunar sabbath” adherents want people to believe the outlandish: a radical, sweeping shift in
time keeping method, uniformly affecting the entire Jewish world, was accomplished (by some
unknown power) without a single protest. Israel went from marking “sabbaths” by reference to moon
phases to a “perpetual seven” calendar unattested by creation. Not a complaint was recorded. Or, all
dissenters were silenced forever… that is, until now.
Quite the conspiracy! Some potential for a good movie I suppose (or perhaps an animated “Looney
Tune”), but that’s about it.
And here, Vanhoff finally drops the other shoe. He wants to see recorded evidence of Israel
complaining about going from the Lunar Sabbath to the seventh day of the pagan planetary week.
The reason no one knows for certain when it occurred, although there are several differing dates
offered, is because it was forgotten, the Almighty TOOK it from Israel, causing them to forget. How
many of you remember that you have forgotten? The simple act of “forgetting” means that there will
NOT be a paper trail admitting or recording the act of forgetting. If it was recorded, then it would
never have been forgotten in the first place. Bro Vanhoff wants something that is not possible to
provide, and hangs his faith on this lack of a paper trail upon which, he believes, proves his conclusion
to be right. To see the utter foolishness of Vanhoff’s demand for a recorded complaint, please see the
following two (fictitious) examples…
Dear Diary, date of entry 7-16-4279: “Yesterday, I forgot that the Sabbath is regulated by the moon,
that the Sabbaths fall on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the month and that the new moon is a third
category of day. Alas, it seems that I shall never remember this again.” (signed) Ima Doofus
“As impossible as it may sound, my fellow countrymen all seem to have forgotten that the Sabbath is
regulated by the moon, that the Sabbaths fall on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the month and that
the new moon is regarded as a third category of day. Yesterday, we all went to the temple on the
Sabbath, but today no one can remember why. This is a highly illogical development considering
Israel’s approximately 2,800 year history of Sabbath observance. Here at the Institute of Torah
Observance, my fellow colleagues and I are simply baffled. We will diligently continue our effort to
discover what has occurred and who is to blame for this unthinkable loss. Next week, we will simply
keep day G, the seventh day of the Roman calendar as the Sabbath and count off 7 days until we have
discovered the cause of what appears to be a case of national amnesia. This is going to be very
difficult as Rome has an 8 day market week at this time. If Rome changes her calendar at any point in
the future and we need to reassign our national day of worship, we will of course let you know
immediately. Please join with us in shaving your heads and rending your garments as we regard this as
a tragic day indeed for Israelites everywhere.” Rabbi Weir N. Fallible, in a lecture given before the
congregation at Feast of Tabernacles, in the 4,279th year of Creation.
Fact: Something that is recorded cannot be forgotten. It is up to later generations to determine what a
former generation has forgotten. Lunar Sabbath keepers are finding what Israel lost.
Rome did not have a seven day week in the first century. Their 8 day market week is below…
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In the first century, Rome observed an 8 (EIGHT) day calendar week. They were identified as A-B-CD-E-F-G-H. Above is an actual representation of a first century Roman calendar. At that time, the
months of january, april, the equivalent of the 6th month (june), sextember (august), september,
november and december each had 29 days instead of 30 or 31 days that they consist of now. Also,
there was a 13th month (intercalary) added 7 times over a 19 year period.
To assume that Israel observed the pagan seven day planetary week in the first century when Rome
themselves did not is sheer lunacy. Rome did not officially adopt the seven day planetary week until
A.D. 321 when Emperor Constantine became a “christian”. At that time, saturn’s day was the 1st day
of the seven day planetary week, not the 7th. Below is a sketch of the planetary week, circa 100 B.C.

saturn’s day, sun’s day, moon’s day, mars’ day, mercury’s day, jupiter’s day, venus’ day
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Rome ruled the world in the first century B.C., thus the Roman numerals, but this is not a Roman
calendar. This is a bona fide pagan seven day planetary week as it existed from 800-600 B.C., until
A.D. 321 when Constantine venerated the day of the sun. You see, Constantine worshiped Mithra, the
Persian version of the sun god. He did not want the day of the sun taking a back seat to saturn, so
when he venerated the day of the sun all he did was
bump satyrday from the coveted #1 position of the
week all the way to the seventh day, which was
vacated by all the other days moving up one
position in the weekly cycle, permitting the sun’s
day to hold the preeminent position. The sketch
above came from this clay calendar tablet (at left).
Now I’m going to let the other shoe drop. Israel
DID worship on satyrday.
But you have borne the tabernacle of your moloch
[king] and Chiun your images, the star of your G-d
which you made for yourselves. Amos 5:26
Chiun is the Hebrew word for Saturn. Here Amos sees a day where Israel worships a star-god that
they would make for themselves. Israel would have been in apostasy then.
Stephen, in Acts 7:43 quotes Amos and is translated as Remphan, which is Greek for Saturn. Satyrday
is ONLY a day found on the pagan seven day planetary week. Satyrday was the first day (not the
seventh) of this pagan calendar week from at LEAST 800 B.C. The Father’s calendar is found in the
sun and moon (the two great lights), not in the planets.
Why am I spelling it satyrday instead of saturn’s day? Because Saturn and the Satyr are both linked to
the same false system of worship.
Do this word study with your concordance. Isaiah 13:21 says… But wild beasts of the desert shall lie
there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall
dance there.
The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry
to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest. Isaiah 34:14
In both cases, the Hebrew word here translated as satyr is Strong’s H8163.
It would seem that the Father stopped Israel’s Satyrday observance early on. Speaking to Israel after
their deliverance from Egypt, YHVH said… And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils,
after whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their
generations. Leviticus 17:7. Notice the word for devils (below).
And they shall no 3808 more 5750 offer 2076 (853) their sacrifices 2077 unto devils, 8163 after 310
whom 834 they 1992 have gone a whoring. 2181 This 2063 shall be 1961 a statute 2708 forever 5769
unto them throughout their generations. 1755
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Same Hebrew word, H 8163, Satyrs.
Jeroboam and his sons were later cursed for leading Israel BACK into idolatry. II Chronicles 11:15
says… And he [Jeroboam] ordained 5975 him priests 3548 for the high places, 1116 and for the
devils, 8163 and for the calves 5695 which 834 he had made. 6213
Same Hebrew word, H 8163, Satyrs.
Jeroboam brought back what YHVH had removed from Israel in Leviticus 17. And nearly every time
Jeroboam’s name is mentioned thereafter it is either prefaced or followed by the statement, who has
made my people Israel to sin. Amos reminded Israel of their Satyrday idolatry, Stephen repeated it and
it got him killed.
Some people are touchy about their idolatry. Satyrday was not the 7th day of the week until 321 A.D.
when Rome adopted the pagan seven day planetary week. Satyrday was the first day of this seven day
week for its entire history (during the time Scripture was being written), and not promoted (demoted
actually) until Constantine venerated the day of the sun, supplanting Satyrday as the first day of the
week with Sunday in honor of his sun god, Mithra.
You see, the dirty little secret is out. Satyrday was not the seventh day of the week anywhere on the
planet until A.D. 321, and only then by virtue of Constantine, not the Creator Almighty, so it certainly
was NOT the Sabbath of Israel at any time in earth’s history.
Considering how short this anti-Lunar Sabbath rant was, I have not yet begun to defend it. Vanhoff
gave me so little to work with I haven’t even scratched the surface.
“All truth passes through three stages. First it is ridiculed, second it is violently opposed, and third, it
is accepted as self-evident.” Arthur Schopenhauer, Philosopher, 1788-1860
Bro. Vanhoff, I can assure you this is not a joke. Shame, SHAME on you for taking this so lightly, to
ridicule the Sabbath of Scripture! I have received anti-Lunar Sabbath books, booklets, a Master’s
thesis, and anti-Lunar Sabbath presentations from 20 to 70 pages and one that was 83 pages in length
before I started to rebut it. THESE men and women took the Lunar Sabbath issue seriously. THEY
recognized the danger the Lunar Sabbath poses to the sanctity of their satyrday Sabbath enough to
violently oppose it. But at the end of the day, they still did not prove that satyrday is the Sabbath of
Scripture or disprove the Lunar Sabbath. Your presentation was light, silly and a mere 5 pages in
length. And quite frankly, after coming to its conclusion, I can honestly say I am insulted. There was
so little of substance here that I had to create my own opportunities in several places in order to share
the truth with the ladies and gentlemen of the jury, promoting the Lunar Sabbath rather than defending
it, which is not the purpose of the Hall of Shame. For that, I apologize.
Respectfully submitted,
Troy Miller
www.CreationCalendar.com
At the end of Vanhoff’s post, there was an opportunity to post a reply. One was from Ann. Please
note Rob’s response…
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Ann Wxxxxx
October 18, 2014 at 7:10 am
Moon “week” persons haven’t done their math. It takes 29.5 days for the moon to travel from one full
moon phase to another; 29.5 is not divisible by 7. This means that inevitably the Sabbath would have
to rotate through the days of the week, sometimes falling on the seventh day Sabbath, and sometimes
on Friday, Thursday, and whenever. We would never know when the Sabbath was to occur without
elaborate calculations to create new calendars for moon-phase sabbaths. Doesn’t make sense and
certainly is not in keeping with a God of perfect order.
She recognizes that a Lunar Sabbath forces different days of the pagan planetary week to fall on the
Sabbath of Creation. She does NOT recognize that the reason for this is the New Moon interrupts the
weekly count, and (obviously) that satyrday isn’t the Sabbath of Scripture.
It does not take calculations of any sort. My (then) four year old youngest son could correctly identify
the Sabbath moon merely by looking up. He could not add 1+1 at that age, but he could identify the
Sabbath. Now my 4 year old grandson is doing the same thing, looking up and identifying the
Sabbath. It does not make sense to Ms. W. because she has long immersed herself in a counterfeit
calendar.
Not only does it make sense, it is nonsense to recognize that the feasts observed by Israel were
regulated by a Lunar calendar and then to think that they observed their weekly Sabbath based on a
pagan/papal calendar.
Rob Vanhoff
October 18, 2014 at 3:20 pm
Ann, Your good point exposes how this article could have been written better, and I’ll likely be
accused of being disingenuous. Here’s why:
No, not disingenuous, ignorant. I think Bro. Vanhoff was very genuine in his presentation, he simply
does err, not knowing Scripture or the historical record. Ignorant does not mean stupid. Ignorance can
be fixed (just add knowledge), stupid is forever.
“Lunar sabbath” proponents “reset” the counting of weeks with each “new moon”; there are some
uncounted flex-days at the end of each lunar cycle. When the “new moon” comes, then that resets the
counting of weeks. This is how the weekly count and lunar phases are (roughly) kept in sync. You’re
correct that it is technically not a true “7” in nature.
Incorrect. There are seven days between the quarter phases of the moon that announced each weekly
Sabbath, which Philo flat out states in the quote at the bottom of p. 8 above. Genesis 1:14 reveals that
YHVH put His calendar in the heavens where man could not mess with it. Nature (including the
cosmos) does not lie. Men do.
I should clarify something: “New moon” (chodesh) and “Sabbath” occur together about a dozen times
in the Tanakh. My initial comment is about the word “yareach” (moon), and it would have been clearer
to say that the word “moon” never is given as a modifier to the word Shabbath. In other words, there is
no construction in the Bible that even hints to be translated as “lunar Sabbath.”
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Vanhoff does err, not knowing the Scriptures. Please see my opening defense of the Lunar Sabbath, p.
2 above.
New Moon, Sabbaths and Feasts are found in eight verses in Scripture, and according to Scripture, all
of them are lunar observations….

1 Chronicles 23:31
2 Chronicles 2:4
2 Chronicles 8:13
2 Chronicles 31:3
Nehemiah 10:33
Ezekiel 45:17
Hosea 2:11
Colossians 2:16

Y
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M
Moonntthhllyy

W
Weeeekkllyy

set feasts
solemn feasts
solemn feasts
set feasts
set feasts
the feasts
feast days
holyday

new moons
new moons
new moons
new moons
new moons
new moons
new moons
new moons

sabbaths
sabbaths
sabbaths
sabbaths
sabbaths
sabbaths
sabbaths
sabbath days

But a passage like this will be cited:
Ezek 46:1 “Thus says the Lord GOD, “The gate of the inner court facing east shall be shut the six
working days; but it shall be opened on the sabbath day and opened on the day of the new moon.”
This verse proves that the New Moon days are not week days, interrupting the weekly cycle. This
verse can be used only indirectly to prove the Lunar Sabbath.
Verses like this are taken to mean that the “new moon” is a kind of sabbath, and is not to be reckoned
in the counting of the six work days. [This verse does not prove the New Moon days are Sabbaths as
only the seventh New Moon (Feast of Trumpets) is called a Sabbath in Scripture, an annual Sabbath.
This verse DOES exclude the New Moon days from the week though.] In other words, “lunar”
sabbatarians do not count the new moon day(s) as week days. [True.] Rather, the “new moon” is like
putting the car in neutral and coasting for a day or two, until the moon cycle indicates that it’s time to
get back into gear and start counting week days again. It subordinates the “seven-day” cycle to moon
phases. [Actually, the week based on the lunar phases was around long before the perpetual seven-day
cycle Vanhoff speaks of. So, if anything, the man-made seven-day cycle attempts to subordinate the
natural cycle in the heavens.] It privileges the moon as the authority for the memorial of God’s
creation of heaven and earth, whereas Genesis 1 says “the lesser light” governs the night.
Ok, then which light rules the signs, seasons, days and years? Agreed, the greater light rules (is seen
primarily in) the day, and the lesser light rules (is seen primarily in) the night, but the TWO lights in
the heavens regulate the signs, seasons, days and years. And THIS my friends is what men like Bro.
Vanhoff have no answer for. In fact, they do not even attempt one. And rather than apologize for this,
they hope that the smoke, mirrors, baler’s twine and duct tape are enough to keep you busy elsewhere,
anywhere to keep your focus off their lack of evidence and their inability to answer the challenges of
the Lunar Sabbath. The sun rules the day, the sun and moon combine to regulate the signs (oth), and
years, but the moon alone regulates the mo’edim. The weekly Sabbath is the first mo’edim listed in
Leviticus 23.
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The sun announces that a new day has begun, even the Sabbath, but the moon tells you what day of the
month it is.
The new moon is never called a “Shabbat” in Scripture. Only Yom Teru’a – the Feast of Trumpets on
the first day of the seventh month – is declared to be a “shabbaton” (Lev 23:24; cf: Num 29:1ff).
Not only that, but in Numbers 28-29, it is clear that all of these times are reckoned as “days” (that is,
they are actually “solar” events, Genesis 1 says “the greater light” governs the day); they all have the
“tamid” offering, with additional offerings depending upon the feast. Contrary to “LS” teaching,
nothing in Scripture suggests that the “new moon” (chodesh) is not to be reckoned as part of counting
of weeks.
Every day of the month is regulated by the sun, Bro. Vanhoff. If they were not, there would be no
sunrise and sunset on New Moon days. Don’t show your ignorance like this; it’s embarrassing. There
is no evidence you can produce in Scripture that says a New Moon day is part of the week.
And to contradict Vanhoff’s flippant response, I have offered the Scripture that proves that the New
Moon days are not week days above on p. 13, and the evidence is without reproach.
There are plenty of good sources from the Second Temple period clearly demonstrating that Jews
knew that Shabbats could fall on any day of the month. [If there are so many, Vanhoff should have
had no trouble providing them. He did not. This does not build confidence in your readers, Bro.
Vanhoff, unless they are content playing the part of the blind being led by the blind.] Also, they had
plenty of opportunity to make calendars saying “Shabbats are always on 7, 14, 21, 28 of each month”
or, as some “LS” people say, on the 8, 15, 22, 29 days… or whatever. But no one had a calendar like
this. Not in the Bible, and not in the 1st century. [That’s strange. I found many Sabbaths in Scripture
that fall on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the month, listing them in the study linked on p. 14
above. And there is not a SINGLE Sabbath in Scripture that can be date identified that falls on any
day OTHER than these 4 dates. Vanhoff merely says what he believes; I offer evidence. Who would
you trust with your life under these circumstances?] That is, except perhaps the Babylonians.
And the Babylonians got their lunar calendar from the same place the Israelites got theirs; the Creator
of the Universe. The Babylonian sabbaths were the 1st, 7th, 14th, 19th, 21st and 28th days of the month
(the 19th day was roughly the 49th day from the beginning of the preceding month, completing what
they called a week of weeks (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_calendar) so the Babylonian
lunar calendar was similar to Israel’s, only theirs was corrupt. The Babylonians included their new
moon in the first week of their lunar month, contrary to Scripture. The Babylonians also observed
days from sunset to sunset, while Scripture says that NIGHT begins at sunset (Genesis 1:3-5), not the
day, and they observed their months from the first visible crescent, which is also not commanded in
Scripture. For a more in depth study, click here: http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/25FirstVisibleCrescentMonth.pdf
There were other responses on his website that were just as lame as Ann’s which you can read for
yourself, and to date, hers is the only one to elicit a response from Bro. Vanhoff.
Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, what is your verdict? Did Rob Vanhoff present evidence that
satyrday is the Sabbath of Scripture? No. Did he present any evidence proving that the weekly
Sabbath is the seventh day of a perpetual seven day cycle? No. Did he offer any evidence that
disproved the Lunar Sabbath? No.
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The defense rests.
Troy Miller
www.CreationCalendar.com
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