The web link to this article was sent to me by an anti-Lunar Sabbatarian by the name of Bro.
Mack. I will not reveal his first name publicly since this is not his work and his "argument"
against the Lunar Sabbath was sent to me privately. The original article can be found at the
following website: http://karaitejudaism.org/talks/The_Lunar_Shabbat_Calendar_Issues.htm.
To my knowledge, below is the research and writing of a Karaite Jew, a rebuttal to which should
prove to be an interesting endeavor.
What I am about to do is going to be completely different from the other rebuttals in the Hall of
Shame. Rather than address my response to the original Karaite author, one Yochanan
Zaqantov, I am going to address Bro. Mack. I am not going to assume that Bro. Mack is
incapable of composing his own arguments, rather he saw no need to reinvent the wheel once he
read the article below. He thought this strong enough of an argument to send it to me (in order to
show me my error), so responding to him seems only prudent.
When the Spirit of Yah is done dismantling Elder Zaqantov's study, perhaps Bro. Mack will
appreciate the ability to immediately put some distance between himself and this soon-to-be pile
of rubble, since it is the work of another man. Knowing humanity as I do, having been one for
over 50 years, I have no doubt that this is exactly what Bro. Mack will wish to do.
Elder Zaqantov writes exclusively in black, with some calendar models highlighted in yellow. I
have neither added nor diminished ought from his original article. I will respond in blue
[bracketed in blue] in mid-paragraph, with a little red and green. Dated 2-24-2018
The Lunar Shabbat Calendar Issues
By Yochanan Zaqantov
I have been asked about this calendar theory many times. So I have decided to address this here
and pull forward the facts and discuss the theory and its inherent problems with both facts and
claims by the author Jonathan David Brown and others. This theory is not an ancient one as the
author states but of recent origin and did not originate with. [...this seems to be an incomplete
thought, but it appears exactly as in the original copy I made directly from the web link above.]
It is Zoqantov's opinion (and therefore Bro. Mack's by extension) that the Lunar Calendar model
is not ancient. What neither man understands (nor expects to see presented) is that the evidence
is about to destroy this false conclusion entirely. It is assumed that the Lunar Sabbath is false
(before either examined the evidence), that no corroborative evidence exists and/or that Lunar
Sabbatarians are too blind/ignorant to be able to find any evidence in the first place.
Lunar Sabbath
Jonathan David Brown was the first [Lunar] sabbath keeper in this century to begin the practice
of counting the Sabbath from the New Moon day rather than using the modern seven day week.
He published a book in 1993 which explained the practice, and the Lunar Sabbath movement has
grown among the Messianic, Armstrong/Church of God and Christian Identity movements.
Today Arnold Bowen, Matthew Janzen, and Troy Miller carry on the mantle of Lunar
Sabbatarianism, while Jonathan David Brown concentrates on his musical work.”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_David_Brown#cite_note-2

I am compelled to respond here because my name has just been dropped. I admit that I have
seen this quote before, being used by another anti-Lunar Sabbatarian, but I would like you to
actually go to the link provided above. If this ever was a quote from wikipedia, it is not now.
My name is presently not included on this wiki-page about Jonathan David Brown. Wikipedia is
a crowd-sourced (and edited) website. I had no knowledge that my name was listed therein, and
have no idea why it is no longer there (if it ever was). I must assume that it if was there, it was
later removed because it could not be verified, or was deemed false. Either way, this quote for
whatever reason is no longer on the internet. I was initially shocked and surprised that my name
might be found in Wikipedia, but that was short lived as I learned that it is not actually there.
I personally know Bro's Arnold Bowen and Matthew Janzen, but I have never met Jonathan
David Brown. I had never even heard his name until someone brought this quote from wikipedia
to my attention well AFTER I had studied and accepted the Lunar Sabbath.
Jonathan David Brown MIGHT have been the first man in the USA to observe the Lunar
Sabbath, but this cannot stated with any certainty. The only way to ascertain this to be true
would be to ask EVERYONE if any of them observed the Lunar Sabbath before 1993. I was not
interviewed. Were you? I know for a fact that Bro. Brown was not the first man to observe a
Lunar Sabbath in this century or otherwise. Please read Jeremiah 31:35-36....
Thus saith YHWH, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon
and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar;
YHWH of hosts is His Name:
If those ordinances [OF THE MOON, etc] depart from before Me, saith YHWH, then the
seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before Me for ever.

The ordinance of the sun, moon and stars was proclaimed in Genesis 1:14-19. They are the
Creator's established time pieces here on earth, His calendar is embedded therein. And if no one
on earth observes the ordinance of the lights in the heavens or the Father changes His mind about
them, then He is not returning to reestablish His Kingdom on earth, ever, because He is ONLY
returning to gather the scattered remnant of Israel. And if Israel is no longer a nation before
YHWH (because no one is observing the ordinances of the moon, etc), then there is no reason for
Him to return because all the prophecies say He is returning for Israel. No other nation.
We see that from Wikipedia that he was the modern promoter of this theory in 1993. [So! In
1500 B.C., Moses was a "modern promoter" of the Torah and Lunar Sabbath, that does not mean
he was the first to observe it.] He has published a book on this. I have read many articles of
people who have had introductions to this theory and even when shown problems with it. [This
is another awkward sentence Bro. Mack. Are you sure you wanna hold this fellow's work up as
evidence? People who have had introductions to this [Lunar Sabbath] theory and even when
shown problems with it. ? Very awkward. After the "it" should it have read, "they continued to
study and/or ovserve the Sabbath in this manner."? When sentences are so poorly constructed, it
makes it difficult to undertsand what the author is even trying to say and I am loathe to assume
his actual intent when trying to compose a rebuttal. I didn't like my highschool English teacher
because he picked apart everything I wrote; now I have become him. LOL I will try to let this
kind of thing pass without negative comment from here on. I will merely put [sic] at the end of
the statement in question. I will do my best to accurately interpret his meaning.] None of them
were used for this paper. However, a search for Lunar Shabbat on the Internet shows that they
are availble. There are even some personal stories of contact with some of the followers.
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The Theory
The theory starts with Jonathan Brown and subtly spreads through the Messianic communities.
[Um, the first recorded Lunar Sabbath is found in Genesis 2:1-3, and not very subtly spread
throughout the entire earth. Evidence forthcoming.] It is futher taken up by his followers who
have fine tuned it over time. One of the quotes from his supporter’s state from the Universal
Jewish Encyclopedia which was originally compiled by Isaac Landman and was later published
jointly by Isaac Landman and Simon Cohen.
“The 1943 Universal Jewish Encyclopedia volume 10 page 482, edited by Isaac Landman under
the article “Week”, written by Simon Cohen, Director of Research, states:
“WEEK" (in Hebrew shavua). The idea of the week, as a subdivision of the month, seems to
have arisen in Babylonia, where each lunar month was divided into four parts, corresponding to
the four phases of the moon. The first week of each month began with the new moon, so that, as
the lunar month was one or two days more than four periods of seven days, these additional days
were not reckoned at all. Every seventh day (sabbatum) was regarded as an unlucky day. This
method of reckoning time spread westward through Syria and Palestine, and was adopted by the
Israelites, probably after they settled in Palestine. With the development of the importance of the
Sabbath as a day of consecration and emphasis laid upon the significant number seven, the week
became more and more divorced from its lunar connection, so that by the time of the second
Temple it was merely a period of seven days and no longer depended on the new moon. From
Judaism the week passed over to Christianity, and through the influence of the later was
generally adopted throughout the Roman empire;” (need direct citation)
It would appear that the direct citation is above, and reads thus: “The 1943 Universal Jewish
Encyclopedia volume 10 page 482, edited by Isaac Landman under the article “Week”, written
by Simon Cohen, Director of Research. Not sure why he needs a citation when he opened the
quote with one.
The first problem with this quote is that Shabattum is not used in Hebrew but Babylonian and
only for the 19th day of the month. I will show this later at the end of the paper. Additionally, the
problem with this quote is that this is a supposition that the Israelites were adopters of this
practice in Babylon because it completely disregards the evidence of Elohim creating seven day
system in Bereshit/Genesis 2:2-3, and its introduction to them in Exodus 16. Shabbat was preexilic in nature.
Ok, so this particular quote was about the Babylonian version of a Lunar Sabbath. Witches
bathe. Should believers stop bathing because witches bathe? I have never taught a witch to
bathe. A witch did not teach me to bathe. So how can any connection be made between the
Babylonian and Hebrew lunar calendar or Sabbaths? The Scriptural calendar precedes Babylon.
Bro. Mack, you had better hope that Elder Zaqantov has more information at his disposal than
what the early followers of Jonathan David Brown had because you are both about to find
yourselves neck deep in evidence of the Scriptural Lunar Sabbath of ancient Israel.
For the record, in spite of this particular quote, Lunar Sabbatarians do not believe that Israel
picked up the Lunar Sabbath from Babylon or while there in captivity.
3

Here are historical quotes that are NOT about the Babylonian lunar calendar. Try and see if you
can tell which nation's Lunar Sabbath and calendar are discussed below...
“The New Moon is still, and the Sabbath originally was, dependent upon the lunar cycle.”
Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, p. 410. No quote can be clearer than this. Please note the
source.
“…the Hebrew Sabbathon … was celebrated at intervals of seven days, corresponding with
changes in the moon’s phases...” Encyclopedia Biblica, 1899. p. 4180
“In the time of the earliest prophets, the New Moon stood in the same line with another lunar
observance, the Sabbath. Ezekiel, who curiously enough frequently dates his prophecies on the
New Moon … describes the gate of the inner court of the (new) temple looking eastward as kept
shut for the six working days, but opened on the Sabbath and the New Moon.” Scribner's
Dictionary of the Bible (1898 edit.), p. 521
“The Hebrew month is a lunar month and the quarter of this period—one phase of the moon—
appears to have determined the week of seven days.” Encyclopedia Biblica, p. 4780. And why
have we never been taught any of this???
“…The [early] Hebrews employed lunar seven-day weeks…which ended with special
observances on the seventh day but none the less were tied to the moon’s course.” Hutton
Webster, in his book, Rest Days, page 254.
In the article Shawui Calendar: Ancient Shawui Observance, we find confirmation of a radical
change in YHWH’s calendar. “The [lunar]...calendar was used by all the original disciples of
Yeshua... This original Nazarene lunar-solar calendar was supplanted by a Roman ‘planetary
week’ and calendar in 135 C.E. -- when the ‘Bishops of the Circumcision’ (i.e. legitimate
Nazarene successors to Yeshua) were displaced from Jerusalem. This began a three hundred
year controversy concerning the true calendar and correct Sabbath.”
“This intimate connection between the week and the month was soon dissolved. It is certain that
the week soon followed a development of its own, and it became the custom -- without paying
any regard to the days of the month (i.e. the lunar month) -- ...so that the New Moon no longer
coincided with the first day [of the month].” Encyclopedia Biblica, (1899 edit.), p. 5290.
“… the custom of celebrating the Sabbath every 7th day, irrespective of the relationship of the
day to the moon’s phases, led to a complete separation from the ancient view of the Sabbath...”
Encyclopedia Biblica, (1899 edit.), p. 4179.
“The calendar was originally fixed by observation, and ultimately by calculation. Up to the fall
of the Temple (A.D. 70), witnesses who saw the new moon came forward and were strictly
examined and if their evidence was accepted the month was fixed by the priests. Eventually the
authority passed to the Sanhedrin and ultimately to the Patriarchate. … Gradually observation
gave place to calculation. The right to determine the calendar was reserved to the Patriarchate;
the Jews of Mesopotamia [Ed.—Babylonian Jews] tried in vain to establish their own calendar
but the prerogative of Palestine was zealously defended. So long as Palestine remained a
religious centre, it was naturally to the homeland that the Diaspora looked for its calendar.
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Uniformity was essential, for if different parts had celebrated feasts on different days confusion
would have ensued. It was not until the 4th century A.D. that Babylon fixed the calendar…”
Encyclopedia Britannica: Vol. 4, article “Calendar”.
“These imported [Babylonian] superstitions eventually led Jewish rabbis to call Saturn Shabbti,
‘the star of the Sabbath,’ [and]...it was not until the first century of our era, when the planetary
week had become an established institution, that the Jewish Sabbath seems always to have
corresponded to Saturn’s Day.” Hutton Webster in his book, Rest Days, p. 244. Thus the
condemnation in Amos 5:26 was set in stone.
In Amos 5:26, the prophet is recorded as reminding Israel of their apostasy. Israel started
worshipping Chiun, a star-god of their own making. In Acts 7:43, Stephen quotes Amos and is
translated into Greek as saying “Remphan, the star-god…” Chiun and Remphan are the
respective Hebrew and Greek words for Saturn. The Sabbath of Scripture is based upon the
lunar cycle. So Israel did indeed come to worship Saturn on his day, but at a much later date and
not by Divine command.
“With the development of the importance of the Sabbath as a day of consecration and the
emphasis laid upon the significant number seven, the week became more and more divorced
from its lunar connection...” Universal Jewish Encyclopedia: Vol. 10, 1943 edit. Article,
"Week," p. 482.
“The four quarters of the moon supply an obvious division of the month...it is most significant
that in the older parts of the Hebrew scriptures the new moon and the Sabbath are almost
invariably mentioned together. The [lunar] month is beyond question an old sacred division of
time common to all the semites; even the Arabs, who received the week at quite a late period
from the Syrians, greeted the New Moon with religious acclamations. … We cannot tell
[exactly] when the Sabbath became disassociated from the month.” Encyclopedia Biblica, 1899
edit., pp. 4178-4179..
How is it that scholars cannot tell when the Sabbath was disassociated from the lunar cycle while
modern satyrday sabbath keepers in general deny that the Sabbath was ever connected with the
moon in the first place?
“Luni-solar calendar foundations of the Jewish calendar extend from the earliest verses of
scripture. Natural, uniform motions of the heavenly spheres are the pivotal markers of time
reckoning. The list of ancient characters mentioned in the Old Testament used this lunar-solar
calendar system of time recording. Observation of lunar phases coupled with solar positioning
graduated the lifetime ages of Adam and his descendants. . . .
“Changes in the appearance of the moon provided the seven-day week. Originating with
ancient interpretations of lunar time, divisions of seven days separate the four basic lunar
phases... Starting with a dark new moon, the moon gradually comes into view on following
nights. In about seven days the first half of the moon is visible. The second half waxes until full
moon at the end of two weeks. Lunar light reverses progression in the third week, waning to half
visibility again. A fourth week completes the month, and visibility again diminishes toward a
new moon. Completion of four lunar phases comprises the month.” Ages of Adam, published in
1995, by Clark K. Nelson.
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The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, My
people doth not consider. Isaiah 1:3

Is it possible that the early followers of Jonathan David Brown had in their arsenal quotes from
other resources than one that mentions a Babylonian lunar calendar? I can only imagine that
they did, and it is not difficult to imagine why Elder Zaqantov did not reproduce any of that
material here. Please understand that Elder Zaqantov is apparently a Karaite Jew, and several of
the quotes above are from Jewish manuscripts that address Israel's Lunar Sabbath. And while a
knee-jerk reaction might be to attempt to link the Babylonian lunar calendar with the Hebrew
lunar calendar, the truth is that they were uniquely different while observed at the same time in
history. This makes it extremely difficult prove a parentage where the Babylonian lunar calendar
influenced the Hebrew lunar calendar.
From the looks of it below, Elder Zaqantov is going to throw a lot of Hebrew words at us.
Clearly Bro. Mack was impressed. Let's see if that is warranted....

בּ ַ יּהו ַֹםשּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ י

Gen. 2:2 Elohim had finished, on the seventh day (bayom hasheviy’iy
), his
work that he had made, and then he ceased, on the seventh day (vayish’bot bayom hasheviy’iy
), from all his work that he had made.

ו ַ יּ ִ שׁ ְ בּ ֹת בּ ַ יּו ֹם ה ַ שּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ י

Gen. 2:3 Elohim gave the seventh day his blessing (vayevarekh elohim et-yom hasheviy’iy
), and he hallowed it, for on it he ceased from all his

ו ַ י ְ ב ָ ר ֶ א ֱ ה ִ ים א ֶ ת־יו ֹם ה ַ שּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ י
work (shavat mikol-melach’to ֹ ָל־מ ְ ל ַאכ ְ תּו
ִ )ב ַ תכּמ,ָ that
 שׁby creating, Elohim had made.

This shows that Elohim did establish a seven day period with six days he made something (the
heavens and the earth and all that was in them) and rested on the seventh day and set it apart. No
one can deny that from the beginning of the earth the week or Shavu’a is a seven day period. So
the article above from Simon Cohen is missing a bit of information in that the biblical Shabbat
predates the Babylonians.
Indeed, the Scritpural Sabbath predates the Babylonians, which is why no Lunar Sabbatarian that
I know believes that Israel got their Lunar Sabbath from Babylon. And Bro. Mack, for the
record, Elder Zaqantov does err, not knowing the Scriptures, and as long as you are impressed by
his article, you will be party to his error. Guilt by association.
Yes, the 7 day week was established at creation, but YHWH did not create heaven an earth
during this 7 day period as Elder Zaqantov says above. Before you call me a fool, please
examine the evidence...
The Creator moved things around, making things as He wanted them during the first week of
earth's history, but Genesis 1:1-2 is when He created heaven and earth. This is a time
consuming creation event that is not numbered in the first work week.
In the beginning Elohim created the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of Elohim moved upon the face of the waters. Genesis 1:2-3
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Two things to take away from this fact.
1) Light was established on the first day of the week. Heaven and earth was created during an
un-numbered segment of time BEFORE the first day of the first work week.
2) Therefore time on earth did not begin in Genesis 1:3-5 with the first day of the first work
week, rather time began on earth in Genesis 1:1-2.
Elder Zaqantov is in a position to proclaim the identity of this un-named, un-numbered segment
of time, but does not. Do YOU know the identify of this time segment?
It was New Moon.
Everyone knows that the children of YHWH observed lunar months. If the second month of
earth's history began with a New Moon, and the last lunar month began with a New Moon, what
do you suppose the FIRST month of earth's history began with? New Moon. It ain't rocket
science. This is not something that can be taken lightly, gain-sayed or denied.
There are three different categories of day in Scripture (New Moon, work day and Sabbath), not
just two as we observe today (work days and Sabbath). Please click on this link for a short study
on this subject. http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/03-QT-ThreeDistinctDays.pdf.
If you actually READ the study at the link above, you learned that New Moon is neither work
day, nor Sabbath, it is a third category of day. I would like to submit to you, the ladies and
gentlemen of the jury, a creation time-line as transposed onto a calendar.
New
Moon
(Genesis
1:1-2)
1

Day 1 of
week
(Genesis
1:3-5)
2
9
16
23

Day 2 of
week
(Genesis
1:6-8)
3
10
17
24

Day 3 of
week
(Genesis
1:9-13)
4
11
18
25

Day 4 of
week
(Genesis
1:14-19)
5
12
19
26

Day 5 of
week
(Genesis
1:20-23)
6
13
20
27

Day 6 of
week
(Genesis
1:24-31)
7
14
21
28

7th day
Sabbath
(Genesis
2:1-3)
8
15
22
29

30
New Moon is neither work day nor weekly Sabbath, thus it cannot fall on any of the seven days
of the work week. That it does today is the result of "the Jews" in the 4th century adopting, by
the hand of Hillel II, a 7 day week that runs consecutively, without interruption. This was a
concession that Hillel II made to Rome. It allowed Israel to observe the lunar months for their
annual feasts as well as continue to keep the seventh day as the Sabbath, but they would have to
keep the seventh day Sabbath on the Roman calendar.
Every weekly Sabbath that can be date identified in Scripture (including any that Elder Zaqantov
will present here in his study) will fall on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the month, without
exception. The study at this link, http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/28-8-15-2229_Proof.pdf, will prove this to be true in both the Old Testament (OT) as well as the New (NT).
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Bro. Mack, this is called examination of the evidence, which should involve examination of ALL
the evidence. What you and Elder Zaqantov do is read and report only what supports your
previously held conclusion. This is not examination of the evidence, it is not seeking truth. It is
nothing more than repeating the tradition of men. I am not judging you; I am the defense
attorney for Israel's lunar Sabbath. I am revealing to the ladies and gentlemen of the jury the
difference between the evidence I will provide and that which Elder Zaqantov will provide (and
that you agree with). The Righteous Judge and jury will render judgment; that is not my job, nor
do I desire it.
Next, the Shabbat is introduced [re-introduced actually] to Benei Yisrael (Children of Israel) in
Shemot/Exodus 16:23-29.
Please note, Elder Zaqantov is more than likely writing to other Jews, he is probably not writing
to convince gentiles of anything. The internet is the great equalizer, enabling gentiles to have
access to the writings of men they otherwise would not have access to. Were Elder Zaqantov
writing to gentiles, I would be able to point out that he is using terms (i.e. Benei Yisrael, Shemot,
et al) to impress his gentile readers who have no such knowledge of the modern Hebrew
language. But I have no reason to believe Elder Zaqantov is writing to impress gentiles. And
while Bro. Mack seems to be taken with his style and ability, I am not. I am a respecter of no
man. What I respect is the truth, which can come from many sources, Karaite Jew or infidel
alike. But what separates me from Bro. Mack, is the ability to discern what is truth. I do not fear
to try the spirits, to prove all things (and to keep that which is good), or to read the Scriptures
daily to see whether these things are so. In doing so, I am led to jettison my old doctrine that the
evidence does not support, and as long as Bro Mack only seeks evidence that supports his
previously held beliefs, he will never move away from his false doctrine.
I am not singling out Bro. Mack for this is the way of all men, myself included. Until I was
prepared to examine ALL the evidence, to trust YHWH to reveal what is truth, and have the faith
to remove myself from false doctrine as identified by the evidence, I was as stubborn and stiff
necked as ancient Israel.
23 He said to them: It is what YHWH spoke about: tomorrow is a Sabbath/Ceasing, a Sabbath of
Holiness for YHWH. Whatever you wish to bake-bake, and whatever you wish to boil-boil; and
all the surplus, put aside for yourselves in safekeeping until morning. 24 They put it aside until
morning, as Moshe had commanded, and it did not reek, neither were there any maggots in it. 25
Moshe said: Eat it today, for today is a Sabbath for YHWH, today you will not find it in the
field. 26 For six days you are to glean, but on the seventh day is Sabbath, there will not be
(any) on it. 27 But it was on the seventh day that some of the people went out to glean, and
they did not find. 28 YHWH said to Moshe: Until when will you refuse to keep my
commandments and my instructions? 29 (You) see that YHWH has given you the Sabbath,
therefore on the sixth day, he gives you bread for two days. Stay, each-man, in his spot; no
man shall go out from his place on the seventh day! 30 So the people ceased on the seventh
day.
So not only did YHWH create the seven day cycle but he actually showed the Israelites when it
was. There was no need of a tradition to be translated to this time but instead he literally taught
them. Also, if you look at the full account of Shemot/Exodus 16 you will not see a mention of
Chodesh (New Moon) being mentioned. This weekly cycle was independent of the New Moon.
[Au Contraire. There was never a weekly cycle independent of the Moon in ancient Israel.
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Exodus 16:1-2 says that Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron on the 15th day of the
second month (H2320). Read the underlying Hebrew Elder Z and Bro. Mack. It says the 15th
day of the second chodesh. H2320, ח ֹד ֶ שׁ, chôdesh, kho'-desh, From H2318; the new moon; by
implication a month: - month (-ly), new moon. That is the 15th day of the lunar month ALL of
which begin with a New Moon. Elder Zaqantov is not the sole proprietor of the underlying
Hebrew. This ain't rocket science and Elder Z's statement above is a flat out lie. Zaqantov, who
reads and understands the underlying Hebrew, suddenly FORGOT to share with his readers the
underlying Hebrew and the meaning. How convenient for Bro. Mack. And why didn't Bro.
Mack catch this? Because that would require effort, which would lead to the evidence that
undermines his previously held conclusion.] Some will state that the 15th day when they arrived
was a Shabbat according to the Lunar Calendar. However, no where does the 15th day in Tanakh
referred to as a Shabbat. [sic-does the 15th day in Tanakh referred to as Shabbat? LOL]
Oh my. Bro. Mack, do you care to comment before the evidence destroys Elder Zaqantov's
statement here? Oh, wait, you sent this to me because you believe it. Well then. Behold the
evidence...
Yes, there are 6 work days in a week that precedes the weekly Sabbath. This is from Creation
and is seen here in "Shemot" (Exodus) 15:17 to 16:1. And since Israel had been in Egypt for
430 years (a lot of that in bondage), they had forgotten the weekly Sabbath, having been forced
to work every day of the week. But not only did Elder Zaqantov "forget" to offer the underlying
Hebrew for the word "month" above, he did not share the information that does prove that the
15th is the Sabbath or even attempt to decipher the information that was revealed.
Exodus 16 is the first place where the word “Sabbath” is used in Scripture. In the first verse,
YHWH is speaking to Moses and Aaron on the 15th day of the 2nd month and gives them what
turns out to be a simple math equation. From day 15 add 6 days of manna = 21. Next day
(22nd) is the Sabbath. Israel was to collect one portion of manna from the 16th to the 20th and a
double portion on the 21st because the morrow was the Sabbath. Bro. Mack, please look at the
last column below. If the 22nd is a Sabbath, so is the 15th (as well as the 8th and the 29th).
NM
1

x1
2
9
16
23

x1
3
10
17
24

x1
4
11
18
25

x1
5
12
19
26

x1
6
13
20
27

x2
7
14
21
28

Sabbath
8
15
22
29

(30)
So, Bro. Mack, Elder Z is correct, the 15th day of the second month is not called a Sabbath in the
passage he provided, but the evidence in this same passage PROVES that the 22nd WAS a
weekly Sabbath, which proves the nature of the 15th day of the second month. JUST because
the 15th is not specifically named a Sabbath is not proof that it isn't. Neither you nor Elder Z
made the slightest effort to do the simple math problem I just did, one that any 4 grader could
have done.
And your excuse is.....?
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Like I continue to say, this is NOT rocket science. It is a simple matter of examining the
evidence given and accepting the outcome regardless of whether my tradition or current doctrine
lines up with it or not. A truth seeker accepts, embraces and makes changes in order to observe
what is truth. They do not cover up, disregard or deny the evidence that does not support their
current belief system, especially if there are 2-3 witnesses that agree.
Look in the mirror Bro. Mack.
Shemot/Exodus 15:17 – 16:1.
15:27 They came to Elim; there were twelve springs of water and seventy palms, and they
camped there by the water.
16:1 They moved on from Elim, and they came, the entire community of the Children of Israel,
to the Wilderness of Syn, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day after the second
New-moon after their going-out from the land of Egypt.
And I just shared with the ladies and gentlemen of the jury that the 15th day of the second month
was indeed a weekly Sabbath.
However, we know that 15th day of the first new moon was not a Shabbat.
Yes, it was, and the evidence is forthcoming, his arguments below notwithstanding.
Shemot/Exodus 12:33-36
33 Egypt pressed the people strongly, to send them out quickly from the land, for they said: We
are all dead-men! 34 So the people loaded their dough before it had fermented, their kneadingtroughs bound in their clothing, upon their shoulders. 35 Now the Children of Israel had done
according to Moshe's words: they had asked of the Egyptians objects of silver and objects of
gold, and clothing; 36 YHWH had given the people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, and they
let themselves be asked of. So did they strip Egypt.
First, on Shabbat we are not to load burdens, nor are we to carry burdens. They loaded
themselves and animals with the goods of Egypt and their unleavened dough.
Elder Zaqantov himself said that the Sabbath was introduced to Israel in Exodus 16 by the
addition of manna, after a murmur session by Israel against Moses and Aaron on the 15th day of
the SECOND month. So how would Israel have known that the 15th day of the FIRST month
was the Sabbath? YHWH knew it was the weekly Sabbath; Israel did not. And in just a bit
(after Elder Z continues to eloquently prove his ignorance of Israel's Lunar Sabbath) I will show
you from the Torah, even the 4th commandment, that the 15th day of the first month was indeed,
and continues to be, a weekly (H7676) Sabbath.
How do we know this was the 15th?
Bemidbar/Numbers 33:2-3
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2 Moshe wrote down their departures, by their marching-stages, by order of YHWH. Now these
are their marching-stages, by their departures: 3 They marched from Ra'mses, in the first Newmoon (bachodesh harishon

)ֹדבּ ֶ ַ שׁ ה ָ ר ִ אשֹׁון,חon the fifteenth day after the first New-

בּ ַ ח ֲ מ ִ שּׁ ָ ה ע ָ שׂ ָ ר י ֹום ל ַ ח ֹד ֶ שׁ
ה ָ;) ר ִ אשֹׁוןon the morrow of the Passover-meal (Mimacharat hapesach מ ִֽ מּ ָ ח ֳ ר ַ ת
 ַ)פּ ֶ ס ַ חthe
 הChildren of Israel departed with a high hand, before the eyes of all Egypt,
moon (bahamishah asar yom lachodesh harishon

The fact left on the 15th day and packed and traveled shows this is not Shabbat. [sic-the fact left
on the 15th day and packed and traveled? LOL] Therefore, the 15th day of the second month is
also not a Shabbat and there is not link to a new moon for counting.
OK, this is about the worst sentence composition I have EVER encountered in any of the
rebuttals I have ever done. The Karaites usually present themselves as a rather intelligent lot,
and I am having an extremely difficult time believing that they are going to hitch their wagon to
Elder Z's presentation of the Lunar Sabbath, or why Bro. Mack considers it authoritative.
I get it. The fact [Israel] left on the 15th day and packed and traveled shows this is not Shabbat.
One simple edition makes this sentence understandable, but the reader should never be put into a
position of having to determine the author's meaning. Also, while Israel surely left and traveled
on the 15th (because they were directed to by YHWH Himself), they did NOT pack on the 15th.
That was done during the week leading up to the exodus (Exodus 11:2-3, 12:11, et al). They
were prepared to leave, all they had to do was bind up in their clothing their kneading troughs
with the unleavened bread and gather their animals.
In Leviticus 23:6-11, Abib 15 is identified as the Sabbath... And he shall waveH5130 (H853) the
sheafH6016 beforeH6440 YHWH,H3068 to be acceptedH7522 for you: on the morrowH4480
H4283 after the sabbathH7676 the priestH3548 shall waveH5130 it. Leviticus 23:11
Please note that the Sabbath in question is an H7676 Shabbat, the WEEKLY Sabbath. Now,
please read when first century Hebrew historian, Josephus, wrote that the wavesheaf would be
waved. In The Antiquities of the Jews, Book 3, Chapter 10, section 5, he has this to say about
the Passover season:
(248) “In the month of Xanthicus, which is by us called Nisan, and is the beginning of the year,
on the fourteenth day of the lunar month, when the sun is in Aries (for in this month it was that
we were delivered from bondage under the Egyptians, and law ordained that we should every
year slay that sacrifice which I before told you we slew when we came out of Egypt, and which
was called the Passover; and so we do celebrate this Passover in companies, leaving nothing of
what we sacrifice till the day following. (249) The feast of unleavened bread succeeds that of
the Passover, and falls on the fifteenth day of the month and continued seven days, wherein they
feed on unleavened bread… (250) But on the second day of unleavened bread, which is the
sixteenth day of the month, they first partake of the fruits of the earth, for before that day, they do
not touch them. …. (251) They take a handful of ears, and dry them, then beat them small and
purge the barley from the bran; they then bring one tenth deal to the altar, to Elohim; and,
casting one handful of it upon the fire they leaven the rest for use of the priest; and after this it is
that they may publicly or privately reap their harvest.”
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Josephus is explaining to his Gentile readers how the barley could be harvested on the 16th day of
the first month and says exactly what Leviticus 23 says about the feast of Passover, Unleavened
Bread and wavesheaf.
In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is YHWH’s passover.
And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto YHWH:
seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.
In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.
But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto YHWH seven days: in the seventh day is
an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.
And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying,
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which
I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the
firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:
And he shall wave the sheaf before YHWH, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the
sabbath the priest shall wave it. Leviticus 23:5-11

Abib 16 is wavesheaf, a sheaf that was waved on the morrow after the Shabbat. Bro. Mack can
you do the math or do I need to spell it out for you? Abib 15 is that weekly (H7676) Shabbat.
Here is a second witness, straight from the commandments of YHWH. In fact, the 4th
commandment listed in Deuteronomy 5:12-15 links the weekly Sabbath to the day of the
exodus.
12 Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as YHWH your Elohim has commanded you.
13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work.
14 But the seventh day shall be the sabbath of YHWH your Elohim. In it you shall not do
any work, you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your manservant, nor your
maidservant, nor your ox, nor your ass, nor any of your cattle, nor your stranger
inside your gates, so that your manservant and your maidservant may rest like
yourself.
15 And remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and YHWH your Elohim
brought you out from there with a mighty hand and with a stretched-out arm.
Therefore YHWH your Elohim commanded you to keep the sabbath day.

Indeed, the weekly Sabbath is linked to Creation week in Exodus 20:8-11, but the Sabbath is
also linked to the day of the exodus in Deuteronomy. The exodus was on Abib 15. Exodus 12
proves that Israel was delivered the day after Passover, which is Abib 14. You do the math. For
those as mathematically challenged as Elder Zaqantov and Bro. Mack, the day after Abib 14 is
Abib 15. Numbers 33: 2-3 is a second witness. Are you going to tell me that YHWH, the
Creator Almighty, is going to link the weekly Sabbath with Creation week AND the exodus, but
is not smart enough to establish a calendar where Abib 15 is the Sabbath every year?
Come now, let us reason together.
I must stand in amazement that Elder Zaqantov can use Exodus 15-16 and Numbers 33 as
evidence but cannot read what is ink on the page or chase down corroborative evidence. Or is it
that he WILL not? I don't seem to have any problem finding corroborative evidence, so it is not
that no evidence exists. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, what say you?
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The next bit of evidence is presented as proof of their theory from Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 31:35-36
(34-35 in Tanakh)
34 Thus says YHWH, Who gives the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon
(chuqot yareach
) and of the stars for a light by night, who stirs up the sea, that the

ַ ח ֻ קּ ֹת י ָר ֵ ח

ה ַ ח ֻ קּ ִ ים

waves thereof roar, YHWH of hosts is His name: 35 If these ordinances (hachuqim
)
depart from before Me, says YHWH, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation
before Me forever. {S}

Ok, cool. Elder Z is using yet another Lunar Sabbath proof text, and will once again fail to apply
it to the accumulative Scriptural and historical evidence. Let's see what he does with it...
What was the Chuqot statues/practices of the Moon to rule the night. Why do we say that
because as we have studied before in the study on “Beginning of the Months and the Aviv” and
our study of the “19 year Rabbinate Calendar” that Yareach is the hebrew word for moon and is
correlated to the word Chodesh which is New Moon. Neither of which is mentioned
Bereshit/Genesis 1:14-16. (see below) It is simply referred to as the lesser light. The statue,
practice or ordinance is that they must rule or be the brightness of the sky. As long as there is an
Earth and Heaven Israel will not cease to be a nation from before him. This verse has nothing to
do with a Lunar Shabbat.
Perhaps, but can Elder Z prove this? There are no "ordinances" of the sun for a light by day,
there are only "ordinances" of the moon and stars for a light by night. The sun is merely a light.
But there are ordinances involved in the light of the moon (and stars). What ordinance? Elder
Zaqantov does not investigate because he does not wish to know. Bro. Mack does not invetigate
because he trusts Elder Z. And as we were told, the blind are leaders of the blind. And if the
blind lead the blind they shall BOTH fall into the ditch.
Ordinance: H2708,  ֻ ק ָ ּה,חchûqqâh, khook-kaw', Feminine of H2706, and meaning
substantially the same: - appointed, custom, manner, ordinance, site, statute.
Oh my. Hmm. Was the moon appointed for any particular task? Are there any statutes that
involve the moon (in particular)? Have you read Leviticus 23 lately? Everyone knows that the
feasts are statutes. What not everyone knows is that the weekly (H7676) Sabbath is listed in
Leviticus 23 as the very first feast of YHWH.
Creation Calendar Class 101. Genesis 1:14 says that the two great lights would be for signs
(owth), seasons (mo'edim), days and years. Thus the calendar of Yah is written in the heavens.
Exodus 31:13, Ezekiel 20:12, and 20:20 all say that the Sabbath is a sign, using the
SAME Hebrew word found in Genesis 1:14 (owth), meaning signal or beacon. Doesn't say
which light though.
Psalm 104:19 says that the moon will regulate the seasons (mo’edim--appointed times, set
feasts). Leviticus 23:1-3 shows the weekly Sabbath to be the first feast using the same Hebrew
word found in Genesis 1:14 (mo’edim--appointed time, set feast).
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Genesis and Leviticus are Torah. This is the greatest argument for the Lunar Sabbath and it is
enough to prove that the Sabbath is regulated by the moon, but it does not answer every possible
question as to HOW or WHY that might be. Yours is not to ask WHY. Either do (obey) or do
not. The HOW will only be answered by going outside and looking AT the clock in the heavens
and watching for patterns.
Bereshit/Genesis 1:14-16
Once again Elder Zaqantov uses a Lunar Sabbath proof text, and once again he will not compare
it line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, there a little and will ignore what it is
actually saying. Will Bro. Mack somehow be comforted by this?
14 And Elohim said: 'Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for signs, and for appointed time (ulmo’adim
), and
for days and years; 15 and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon
the earth.' And it was so. 16 And Elohim made the two great lights: the greater light to rule the
day, and the lesser light to rule the night; and the stars.

ל ְ וּמו ֹ ע ֲד ִ ים

Divide the Day from the night is one practice of the Moon. Both the Sun and Moon determine a
part of the day period. The evening first followed by the daylight portion. The second practice
of the Moon is its first appearance as the first visable cresent to establish the new month. Now
some want to say that only the moon is for mo’adim/appointed times. It states that both sun and
moon are for setting Mo’adim.
It has become abundantely obvious that Elder Zaqantov, and therefore Bro. Mack by extension,
do not know how to identify or determine what is truth. Here is the Scriptural steps given by
which we are instructed to identify what is true.
1. In Scripture: If I find 2-3 witnesses, texts saying the same thing, (Genesis 41:32,
Deuteronomy 19:15, II Corinthians 13:1) then it is truth that I must admit and comply with.
2. In Scripture: If I find a single text saying "thus saith YHWH", (Deuteronomy 8:3b, Luke 4:8,
Matthew 4:10) it is truth; it is my duty to obey His command whether there are 2-3 witnesses or
not.
3. In Scripture: If I find a chain of texts where there is an unfolding of truth, one expounding
upon the other, (Isaiah 28:9-10), this reveals truth that I am responsible for. For example,
Genesis 1:14 says that the luminaries in the heavens regulate the seasons (Hebrew: mo'edim).
Psalm 104:19 reveals that the moon alone regulates the seasons (mo'edim). Leviticus 23:1-3
calls the weekly Sabbath a feast (mo'edim). This is a chain of evidence that cannot be gainsayed, questioned or ignored.
4. If it is in the law [Torah] or the testimony [of the prophets], it is true, Isaiah 8:20. If
something outside of Torah and the prophets agrees with the Torah and the prophets, neither
adding nor diminishing aught (Deuteronomy 4:2), it is the straight truth, a second witness. The
standard listed in Isaiah and Deuteronomy (above) was given to trump Test 1 IF the 2-3
witnesses are false witnesses (speaking not according to the Torah and the prophets).
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5. A doctrine or accepted belief that fails any of the above 4 tests means that it is NOT true.
YHWH says that He will do NOTHING unless He reveals His secret to His servants the
prophets, Amos 3:7. If the prophets are silent, then it did not come from YHWH. If there is no
"thus saith YHWH, no 2-3 witnesses, no chain of inter-textual evidence and thus no support
found in the Torah and the prophets, then it is my privilege to admit it and tell others that it has
no foundation in truth.
6. Any historical evidence that agrees with Scripture (e.g. the Torah and the prophets) is
acceptable as supportive evidence of the truth, a second witness. Any historical record that
disagrees with or contradicts Scripture, failing the first 4 tests above, is a lie in the highest order
of magnitude.
7. If someone makes a statement, it does not matter if 1000 witnesses come later saying that he
did NOT say such and such or did not MEAN such and such; the spoken word of the person in
question (Almighty Yah, the prophets, you or I) takes precedence over that of all his defenders
OR detractors.
8. If someone claims to be Messiah, or a prophet, or to have a special message for the body of
believers, but fails to pass Tests 1, 2 and 3 above, then Isaiah 8:20 and Deuteronomy 18:18-22
(in essence, Tests 4 and 5) must be applied. If what they say doesn’t come to pass or they speak
not according to the Torah or the testimony of the prophets, fear them not, there is no light in
them.
Included in this paragraph are the tests that the New Testament (NT) authors recognized and
taught their converts. John and Paul instructed their converts/followers to try the spirits (I John
4:1), to prove all things and hold fast that which is good (I Thessalonians 5:21), and also to
search the Scriptures daily to see whether these things (that Paul taught them) were so, Acts
17:10-11. The Scriptures mentioned here were the Hebrew OT canon. As silly as this might
sound, the Carpenter from Nazareth never quoted a verse from the NT because the ONLY
Scripture in existence during the first century was the Old Testament. In other words, the NT
must meet the standard of the OT, not the other way around. Based on the writings of the NT
authors, if a NT writer does not meet the standard of the law [Torah] the testimony of the
prophets, there is no light in his writing either.
Now, lets revisit Elder Z's last paragraph above where he comments on Genesis 1:14-16...
Divide the Day from the night is one practice of the Moon. Both the Sun and Moon determine a
part of the day period. The evening first followed by the daylight portion. The second practice
of the Moon is its first appearance as the first visable cresent to establish the new month. Now
some want to say that only the moon is for mo’adim/appointed times. It states that both sun and
moon are for setting Mo’adim.
Right off the bat, Elder Z does err, not knowing the Scriptures, and apparently missed a vital
point in Jeremiah 31:35-36 at the top of p. 13, which is a second witness to his ignorance.
Someone please read Genesis 1:3-5 for me...
And Elohim said, Let there be light: and there was light.
And Elohim saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.
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And Elohim called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the
morning were the first day. Genesis 1:3-5

The lit part was called DAY, the dark part was not part of day as it was called NIGHT. DAY
and NIGHT are divided, they do not overlap or touch at all. The moon is a light by night (Psalm
136:8-9 is a second witness to the Genesis 1:3-5) ...
To Him that made great lights: for His mercy endureth for ever:
The sun to rule by day: for His mercy endureth for ever:
The moon and stars to rule by night: for His mercy endureth for ever. Psalm 136:7-9
The night is not part of the day. Thus this statement above, Divide the Day from the night is one
practice of the Moon. Both the Sun and Moon determine a part of the day period, is false.

As is this statement false: Now some want to say that only the moon is for mo’adim/appointed
times. It states that both sun and moon are for setting Mo’adim.
No, Genesis 1:14-16 does NOT say that the sun and moon are for mo'edim. Verse 14 lists the
time segments that the sun and moon (and to a certain extent, the stars) would regulate, but
Genesis 1:14 is not specific as to which light does what. Just because both the sun and moon are
implied (greater and lesser light) does not mean that BOTH have a hand in regulating the
different time segments listed afterward. So apply Isaiah 28:9-10 and read Psalm 104:19.
He [YHWH] appointed (asah) the moon for seasons…Psalm 104:19. Here David very
nearly quotes Genesis 1:14, only he’s very specific about the role of the moon. Genesis 1:14
says the two great luminaries in the heavens were created to regulate signs, seasons, days and
years. Seasons here in Psalm 104:19 is the same Hebrew seasons found in Genesis 1:14;
mo’edim, meaning appointed times or set feasts. Leviticus 23:1-3 calls the weekly Sabbath a
feast, using the same Hebrew word, mo’edim. So, right from creation, the Sabbath has been
regulated by a luminary in the heavens, not by the Roman/Gregorian calendar, which is a
pagan/papal man-made calendar created for the express purpose of worshipping false gods.

Bereshit/Genesis 1:18-19
18 to provide light upon the earth, to rule the day and the night, to separate the light from the
darkness. Elohim saw that it was good. 19 There was setting, there was dawning: fourth day.
The job of the Sun and Moon was to shine light on the earth. To separate the light from the
darkness. This is not the same as Bereshit 1:3-5
HUH? Oh brother. LOL
It is becoming increasingly obvious that both Elder Z, and by extension Bro. Mack, do err, not
knowing the Scriptures. My first comment was deemed inappropriate by the Almighty, even
though He admitted that it WAS funny. My wife edits my work for grammar and typos, YHWH
edits for spiritual content and appropriateness. Alas, it will remain an inside joke between the
Creator and I.
But I digress...
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Genesis 1:4 And ElohimH430 sawH7200 (H853) the light,H216 thatH3588 it was good:H2896
and ElohimH430 dividedH914 H996 the lightH216 fromH996 the darkness.H2822
Genesis 1:18 And to ruleH4910 over the dayH3117 and over the night,H3915 and to
divideH914 H996 the lightH216 fromH996 the darkness:H2822 and ElohimH430 sawH7200
thatH3588 it was good.H2896

Elder Zaqantov is comparing the work of the lights in the heavens in Genesis 1:3-5 with what is
written in Genesis 1:18-19. Please re-read Elder Z's last two lines above. Please explain how a
phrase that uses the same EXACT Hebrew words has two different meanings.
Elder Zaqantov went to the store to buy some common sense.
But this is not the same as this sentence...
Elder Zaqantov went to the store to buy some common sense.
Yeah, and couldn't find any, right?. Try passing that by the ladies and gentlemen of the jury.
Bro. Mack, just because you were naive enough to swallow Elder Z's anti-Lunar Sabbath article
whole does not mean that a jury of your peers will be as easily fooled.
3 Elohim said: Let there be light! And there was light. 4 Elohim saw the light: that it was good.
Elohim separated the light from the darkness. 5 Elohim called the light: Day! and the darkness
he called: Night! There was setting, there was dawning: one day.
Here we see is not a creation of the sun and moon earlier but the concept of the day being
created. [sic-here we see is not a creation of the sun? LOL] Our Elohim provides the light not
the sun or moon. The designation of setting and dawning is because he is introducing the reader
to the concept of the day. [Only a concept of a day, huh? Prove it. Read the passage below.
Looks like a "day" to me.] Looking at these we see that the Moon or lesser light is created on the
4th day not the 1st day and therefore can not be used as proof of a lunar week counting from a
new moon.
Please show me where the light of YHWH divides day from night on earth? Last I knew where
the Father is, there IS NO night. Elder Zaqantov makes one unforced error after another, and
shows no sign of going out of his way to accurately present the evidence. Also, I see that some
lessons must be repeated a few times before they sink in.
Genesis 1:5 And ElohimH430 calledH7121 the lightH216 Day,H3117 and the darknessH2822
He calledH7121 Night.H3915 And the eveningH6153 and the morningH1242 wereH1961 the
firstH259 day.H3117
Genesis 1:14 And ElohimH430 said,H559 Let there beH1961 lightsH3974 in the
firmamentH7549 of the heavenH8064 to divideH914 H996 the dayH3117 fromH996 the
night;H3915 and let them beH1961 for signs,H226 and for seasons,H4150 and for days,H3117
and years:H8141
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Right from the first work day of the week in earth's history, the Father lit a light that divided day
from night and the light was called DAY (Hebrew word Yom). Later on the 4th day of Creation
week, the Father adds the job description that He had established for the two great lights in the
heavens. One of the things that the greater light (the sun) was going to do was rule the day
(Hebrew word Yom). Please explain how the Hebrew word Yom is regulated by the sun in
Genesis 1:14, but is not ruled by the sun in Genesis 1:4. Please read the definition of Yom...
Strong's Concordance: H3117, יוֹם, yôm, yome. From an unused root meaning to be
hot; a day (as the warm hours), whether literally (from sunrise to sunset, or from one
sunset to the next), or figuratively (a space of time defined by an associated term), (often
used adverbially): - age, + always, + chronicles, continually (-ance), daily, ([birth-], each, to)
day, (now a, two) days (agone), + elder, X end, + evening, + (for) ever (-lasting, -more), X
full, life, as (so) long as (. . . live), (even) now, + old, + outlived, + perpetually, presently, +
remaineth, X required, season, X since, space, then, (process of) time, + as at other times, +
in trouble, weather, (as) when, (a, the, within a) while (that), X whole (+ age), (full) year (ly), + younger.
Let's test Elder Z's theory.
Genesis 1:5 And Elohim called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the
evening and the morning were only the concept of the first day.
Genesis 1:8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning
were only the concept of the second day.
Genesis 1:13 And the evening and the morning were only the concept of the third day.

Anyone other than Bro. Mack buying any of this? Bro. Mack, the light that was lit on the first
day (yom) of the week divided Day from Night. That light was the sun.
The word "yom" means heat (as in from the sun). The sequence of day and night is widely
recognized as a Day/Night cycle, otherwise known as a "day", and has been so since the FIRST
day of creation week, not the 4th. From Genesis 1:3 onward, there has never been a day that
was NOT regulated by the sun because no other light as seen from earth divides Day from Night
OTHER than the sun.
After quoting Genesis 1:3-5 above, Elder Z says that Moon (and the sun of course) was created
on the 4th day. This is also not true, and had he examined the underlying Hebrew, he would
have known this. Again, how convenient for Bro. Mack that Elder Zaqantov failed to examine
the underlying Hebrew of a passage that would have proved his premise false.
The star in our solar system is our major source of light. It is also rightly said that this star is the
only light source that could possibly separate day from night on this earth. So as strange as it
sounds, it appears that the other heavenly bodies were created at the same moment that this blob
of earth was initially created (Genesis 1:1). This is made evident by the phrase: In the
beginning, Elohim made the heaven and the earth. So YHWH lit the sun on the first week day
of creation therefore creating light (and Day and Night as a result). The proof for such an odd
statement is found in the language used in the fourth day creation account:
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And Elohim said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:
And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and
it was so.
And Elohim made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to
rule the night: he made the stars also.
And Elohim set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,
And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and
Elohim saw that it was good.
And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. Genesis 1:14-19

This word “made” (Strong’s H# 6213) is used several times in Genesis 1. This is the Hebrew
word asah, (ah-saw). It does not mean created from nothing. The Hebrew word bara, which is
used in Genesis 1:1 when Elohim created heaven and earth, means something was created from
scratch. Asah means advanced upon or appointed, made, like making a bed in the morning; the
bed was “made" or advanced upon, not created from scratch. For example: He appointed (asah)
the moon for seasons… Psalm 104:19. Here David very nearly quotes Genesis 1:14, only he’s
very specific about the role of the moon. Seasons here in Psalm 104:19 is the same Hebrew
word found in Genesis 1:14; mo’edim, appointed times or set feasts.
Here’s the scenario: The Most High created the earth and other celestial bodies at a certain point
in time. He doesn’t call this time segment a day because the time piece that regulates the day
had not yet been ordained as such. Then on day one, YHWH lit the sun creating light and, of
course, day and night as a result. Since the earth and sun were created during the initial Genesis
1:1 creation event, it is plausible that the planets, moons, etc., were created at the same time as
well. We are not wresting Scripture when we make this statement because the underlying
Hebrew could have been (and we are suggesting—should have been) translated in this way.
So on day four, YHWH advanced upon the luminaries that He had created earlier [when He
created the heavens and the earth and then illuminated on day one], and ordained them,
appointed them as time keepers. Once the sun was lit, the moon was illuminated as well, and has
been announcing the days ever since. The moon rules the week/Sabbath (signs) and the month
(seasons). The sun announces that a new day has begun, the moon announces what day is it.
The moon is listed as having a roll in the Creation Calendar as well as the sun, so the Creation
calendar is lunar/solar, NOT solar only.
It ain't rocket science.
The next proof given is that the moon is a faithful witness but what is it a witness for in this case.
The verse in Tehillim it is the covenant with Melekh David or King David.
Tehillim/Psalms 89:35-38
35 My covenant will I not profane, nor alter that which is gone out of My lips. 36 Once have I
sworn by My holiness: Surely I will not be false unto David; 37 His seed shall endure for ever,
and his throne as the sun before Me. 38 It shall be established for ever as the moon (Kiyara’ach
like or example of the Moon); and be steadfast as the witness in sky.' Selah
So, the moon was a faithful witness of the covenant with David for the 3,000 years of earth's
history before David was born? Come now, let us reason together
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There is more to this passage than Elder Zaqantov is sharing. Should that surprise you?
The use of the Kaf is equating the Moon as an example of something which endures for a long
time. Thus, shall the rulership of David’s seed last. Both the Sun and Moon are witnesses in the
sky and while it is singular in form and in context of the moon it is in no way singling out the
moon as the only witness in the sky.
The Kaf is a letter (the Hebrew K) that is simply added before the Hebrew word for moon, which
is yerach. In essence, it is spelled out in the Hebrew kyerach. This means LIKE the moon or AS
the moon. So far, this is an honest representation of the text. But he forgets (ignores, denies) the
existence of the AND before the Hebrew word witness. The "and" is merely the addition of the
Hebrew letter Vav (letter V or W) before the Hebrew word for witness.
What the Hebrew says and means is LIKE (Kaf) the sun (is forever before YHWH), David's
throne will be before YHWH forever.
As an aside: Forever, in Hebrew, means as long as something lasts. For instance, the fire that
burns up the wicked will burn "forever" (Revelation 20:9-10). Yet in Malachi 4:1-3, the wicked
are ashes under the feet of the righteous. What happened? Forever means the fire will burn as
long as there is fuel. Once the fuel is burned up, only ashes remain. Also, Jeremiah 17:4 says
that the fire of Yah's anger will burn forever. Yet in Micah 7:18-19, YHWH's anger does not
last for eternity because He delights in mercy. Please see also Psalm 103:9, 30:5, Isaiah 57:16,
and Jeremiah 3:5. Scripture does not lie, just the Hebrew definition of "forever" means as long
as something lasts, not necessarily for all eternity. To those upon whom falls the wrath of
YHWH, it will seem like "forever", but His anger will abate. We now return to your regularly
scheduled rebuttal...
The passage goes on to say, David's throne shall be forever set before YHWH LIKE (Kaf) the
moon, AND a faithful witness in the heavens. The Moon is a faithful witness in heaven, not
David's throne. You can look all day and all night, but you will never see David's throne in the
heavens. The MOON is a faithful witness.
The question is, a faithful witness of what? What is the moon still doing that it has been doing
since Creation? Neither David nor his throne existed from Creation, and neither David nor his
throne are with us today. The moon is. Answer the two questions that open this paragraph and
you will understand the evidence that is produced in Genesis 1:14, explained in Psalm 104:19,
and applied in Leviticus 23, which lists the appointed times that are regulated by the moon.
It ain't rocket science.
The next reference is the verse that the moon is appointed for seasons. We have examined this in
other studies
Tehillim/Psalms 104:19
19 He made the moon to mark the seasons (lemo’adim
when to set.
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מ ְו ֹ ע ֲד ִ ים
 ;)לthe sun knows

It shows us clearly that this is a mistranslation as it is not season but set appointments. Mo’adim
is plural form of Mo’ed. If you look at the non-holiday forms of this word we can know this is
not a season but an appointed time.
I am stunned. Here is a frank admission of truth. I must give credit where credit is due. I cannot
simply blow up every false thing Elder Zaqantov says and not be man enough to acknowledge
when he gets something right. But I will guarantee you that if Elder Zaqantov gets around to
giving you his understanding of Leviticus 23, he will either not make the connection between the
mo'edim and the moon or he will deny there is a connection between the mo'edim and the moon,
even though he JUST got through admitting that in Psalm 104:19 that the moon regulates the
mo'edim.
Shemu’el Aleph/I Sammuel 20:35
35 And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the field at the time
appointed (lemo’ed

 )ל ְמו ֹע ֵ דwith David, and a little lad with him.

So you can see that mo’ed or plural mo’adim is a set time not a season.
Correct. Although the word season here is the 1611 King James version of the word. In the olde
English sense of the word, the time appointed for an event is called a season, i.e. christmas
season, the child was born in due season, the season of youth, the birds fly south during the
season of migration, etc. These events are a times appointed, just not YHWH's feast days.
Next, lets look at the word mo’adim. They try to say that the Moon is a appointed time.because
of the verse in Tehillim. [sic-we try to say that the moon is an appointed time because of Psalm
104? LOL The moon is the hour hand on the clock established in the heavens at creation, which
announces the appointed times.] Yet it is never listed in Vayiqra 23 as one of the appointed
times. Instead it is used to establish appointed times.
Vayiqra/Leviticus 23: (parts of the chapter)
Well, that did not take long. Let's see if my prediction holds true. For the record, I already know
that my prediction is correct because this is not my first rodeo. I have ridden many bulls (antiLunar Sabbath articles) just like this one, and I have ridden every bull for the full 8 seconds
without being thrown off. And I can take none of the credit for myself, for it is the Spirit of
YHWH that wells within me that brings to mind every truthful, accurate response to every
objection, weak argument and false accusation brought against the calendar of YHWH. He
receives the adulation, because He alone is worthy. HalleluYah!
1 And YHWH spoke unto Moses, saying: 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them:
The appointed times (mo’adey
) of YHWH, which you shall proclaim to be holy

מוע ֲֹד ֵ י

מו ֹ ע ֲד ָ י

convocations, even these are My appointed times (mo’aday
). 3 Six days shall work
be done; but on the seventh day is a sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation; you shall do no
manner of work; it is a sabbath unto YHWH in all your dwellings. {P}
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Here we see a {P} at the end of verse 3 which denotes a break in the hebrew text thus the
mo’adim here are reffering to the weekly shabbat alone. [That is correct. The weekly Sabbath is
called a mo'edim in Leviticus 23:1-3. And what luminary in the heavens have we been told
regulates the mo'edim? Elder Zaqantov is not going to tell you. To give credit where due, I had
never noticed the Hebrew Pey (equivilent for the letter P) at the end of a Hebrew thought in the
text. This is actually a rather interesting discovery (for me anyway). Just goes to show you that
you never know what source the Father is going to use to reveal truth to His followers. Balaam
learned the truth from the mouth of his own donkey, so I guess learning a truth from the likes of
Elder Zaqantov should be viewed perhaps with a lesser degree of surprise, but an equal amount
of appreciation.] Therefore the plural refers to the fact that there are many shabbats during the
year. [Agreed.] Interresting that since this covers shabbats that there is no command to start
from the new moon to determine them. Also, the new moon (Chodesh) is never referenced as a
Shabbat in this entire chapter. Continuing in Vayiqra/Leviticus 23.
I do not claim to be a prophet, but here is what I wrote above. I underlined the good part for
your reading pleasure: But I will guarantee you that if Elder Zaqantov gets around to giving you
his understanding of Leviticus 23, he will either not make the connection between the mo'edim
and the moon or he will deny there is a connection between the mo'edim and the moon, even
though he JUST got through admitting that in Psalm 104:19 that the moon regulates the
mo'edim.
See? Not my first rodeo.
And for the record, Elder Zaqantov does err, not knowing the Scriptures (which Bro. Mack either
does not know or does not care about), but Elder Z said above that the New Moon is never
referenced as a Sabbath in the entire chapter of Leviticus 23.
Um, will someone read Leviticus 23:23-25 for me?
23 And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying,
24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the
month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.
25 Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto
YHWH.

I don't know how much more clear the Scriptures would possibly be or how ignorant a man must
be to miss this. The first day of the seventh month (or of ANY month) is New Moon. Sure, the
Hebrew word for Sabbath there is H7677, which refers to an annual Sabbath rather than a weekly
Sabbath, but contrary to what Elder Zaqantov said, there most certainly is a New Moon in
Leviticus 23 that is called a Sabbath.
To cover the other side of the argument, that Elder Z said Shabbat (Hebrew for the weekly
Sabbath), I must concur. New Moon is not referenced as a "Shabbat" anywhere in Scripture,
much less Leviticus 23. Lunar Sabbath keepers do not call any New Moon a weekly Shabbat
because New Moon is a third category of day and never falls on a weekly Shabbat. However, the
Scriptural New Moon falls on satyrday with some regularity (about 14.3% of the time, on
average about once every 7 months). Bro. Mack, would you care to give an answer for that?
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)ו ֹ ע ֲד ֵ יof
 מYHWH, even holy readings, which you
shall proclaim in their appointed time (bamo’adam )מו ֹ ע ֲד ָ ם. ְ 5בּIn the first month
(bachodesh harishon ) ֶ שׁ ה ָ ר ִ אשׁו ֹן,
ֹדon חthe
ַ  בּfourteenth [day] of the month (lachodesh
ח ֹד ֶ שׁ
ַ  )לat dusk, is YHWH's passover. 6 And on the fifteenth day of the [same] month
(lachodesh ׁל ַ)ח ֹד ֶ ש
is the feast of unleavened bread unto YHWH; seven days you shall eat
4 These are the appointed times (mo’adey

unleavened bread. 7 In the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall do no manner
of servile work 8 And you shall bring an offering made by fire unto YHWH seven days; in the
seventh day is a holy convocation; you shall do no manner of servile work. {P}
Again the {P} or Pey breaks this verse in Hebrew and the new moon is used to determine the
Holy days and counting from it by day until we get to the end of the 14th day and beginning of
the 15th day after sunset on the 14th to start both the feast of Pesach and the First Day of the Feast
of HaMatzot. It does not show anywhere here the moon being used for shabbatot (shabbat
plural).
I see.
Moses was told to instruct Israel to look at the moon to determine the mo'edim (Hebrew word
found in Leviticus 23:2)
But this is not the same as....
Moses was told to instruct Israel to look at the moon to determine the mo'edim (Hebrew word
found in Leviticus 23:4)
If I am successfully reading between the lines (because Elder Z is not spelling it out) he is
suggesting that BECAUSE the annual feasts are actually given a date of a month, which are
indisputably lunar, that THIS is evidence that they are mo'edim that are regulated by the moon.
But because there are no dates given for the weekly Sabbaths, it is assumed that they are on an
uninterrupted, repeating seven day cycle and NOT regulated by the moon IN SPITE of the fact
that the weekly Sabbath is called a mo'edim and Scripture SAYS (and Elder A admits) that the
moon regulates the mo'edim as proclaimed in Genesis 1:14 and Psalm 104:19.
Talk about cherry picking one's doctrine. And talk about painting oneself into a corner. Elder
Zaqantov, Bro. Mack, accepting, embracing and promoting false doctrine will ALWAYS, 100%
of the time rise up to bite you on the butt.
There are three dates given on the Hebrew calendar that are commanded work days. These days
will NEVER fall on the weekly Sabbath.
The 10th day of Abib (the day commanded in Torah to set aside the Passover Lamb) is a work
day. The man from Galilee rode on a donkey making it work on Abib 10, they cut palm
branches, there was buying and selling of Paschal lambs in the temple courtyard (if you did not
already own a Passover lamb, one had to be purchased ON Abib 10), and on Abib 10, he healed
a man and everyone thought it was wonderful. He wasn’t accused of breaking the Sabbath.
Luke 19:35-45, Matthew 21:2-15. Abib 10 floats around on the Roman calendar.
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The 14th day of Abib is always the preparation day for the Sabbath of Unleavened Bread (Abib
15). Matthew 27:62, Mark 15:42, Luke 23:54--24:1, John 19:14, 31, 42—John 20:1. Abib
14 floats around on our current version of the Roman calendar. The fact is that the 10th, 14th
and 16th of Abib are, without exception, commanded work days. The barley harvest could begin
on the 16th only after the Wave Sheaf had been offered on the morrow after the Sabbath and
accepted, Leviticus 23:9-14.
If there is a continuous, uninterrupted seven day cycle, every few years either the 10th, 14th or
16th will fall on a satyrday. Evidence: Abib 10 fell on a satyrday in 2003. The 14th fell on
satyrday in 2004, 2008, 2011 and 2018. Abib 16 fell on a satyrday in 2002, 2006, and 2009.
There is no legislation provided to do these tasks a day early or late in case these days "just
happen" to fall on the Sabbath, these work dates are fixed, and they never fell on a Sabbath.
Furthermore, YHWH never instructed Israel to do common work on a rest day. YHWH is not
the Author of confusion, and contrary to popular "christian" belief, is smart enough to create a
calendar that does not break His own calendar rules. He wrote His calendar in the heavens
where man could not mess with it.
His calendar looks like this, every month, all year long...
New
Moon
Day
1

First
Week
Day
2
9
16
23

Second
Week
Day
3
10
17
24

Third
Week
Day
4
11
18
25

Fourth
Week
Day
5
12
19
26

Fifth
Week
Day
6
13
20
27

Sixth
Week
Day
7
14
21
28

Seventh
Week
Day
8
15
22
29

(30)
Now, if either of you are paying attention (I can tell by the glazed look in your eyes that you
have both tuned out because you have no desire to actually EXAMINE the evidence), do you
know what this means? I suppose I am only presenting this to the ladies and gentlemen of the
jury at this point. If so, so be it.
Since in the first lunar month the weekly Sabbath will NEVER fall on the 10th, 14th or 16th days
of the month, that means that the Sabbath will also never fall on the 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 9th, 17th 21st,
23rd, 24th or 28th days of the month either. Now Bro Mack, I know that you are probably trying
to figure out a way to howl in protest, but were I you, I would stifle it. The Father actually
thought to put speed bumps in His calendar, a truth test if you will. Any calendar model that
cannot prevent the weekly Sabbath from falling on the 10th, 14th and 16th days of the first
month is a FALSE calendar. You understand that, right?
Bro. Mack, you have backed the wrong horse in this race and I think you are beginning to see
that. We were all taught and believed lies, but that is not the test. The test is what you do when
you ARE shown the truth. A man who is honestly mistaken, once he is shown the truth, will
either stop being mistaken or cease to be honest.
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10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them: When you are come into the land which
I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then you shall bring the sheaf of the first-fruits
of your harvest unto the priest. 11 And he shall wave the sheaf before YHWH, to be accepted for
you; on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12 And in the day when you
wave the sheaf, you shall offer a he-lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt-offering
unto YHWH. 13 And the meal-offering thereof shall be two tenth parts of an ephah of fine flour
mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto YHWH for a sweet savour; and the drinkoffering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of a hin. 14 And you shall eat neither bread, nor
parched corn, nor fresh ears, until this selfsame day, until you have brought the offering of
Eloheykhem; it is a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. {S}
Again, this set of verses is completed with a {S} or samech ends this set of verses. Notice that
this is to occur they are to do it on the Morrow of Shabbat or the day after in this case. Yet still
not counting from the new moon. [Bro. Mack, Elder Z does err, not knowing the Scriptures. On
pages 4-5, I presented a host of historical and scholarly quotes that reveal Israel's Lunar Sabbath
observance. At the bottom of p. 11, I shared Josephus, the first century Hebrew historian, who
recorded that Wavesheaf was Abib 16, the morrow AFTER the Shabbat (H7676). Which proves
that Abib 15 is Shabbat of Unleavened Bread spoken of in Leviticus 23:11. And on p. 12 the
weekly Sabbath (H7676) is proven to be linked to the day of the exodus in the 4th commandment
found in Deuteronomy 5:12-15. The day of the exodus was Abib 15.] It also shows when they
are to eat and not eat of the new crop or even roast the mature but moist kernels.
Just because YHWH did not reveal to Israel the nature of Abib 15 on the day of the exodus, does
not mean that He did not later positively identify it as a weekly Shabbat.
Lets continue with Vayiqra/Leviticus 23.
15 And you shall count unto you from the morrow after the day of rest (mimacharat
hashabbat
), from the day that you brought the sheaf of the waving; seven

מ ִר ַ ת ה ַ שּׁ ַ בּ ָ ת
ֳמּ ָ ח
shabbats (Sheva Shabbatot ב ַ ע שׁ ַ בּ ָ תו ֹת
) shall
ֶ  שׁthere be complete (temimot – without
defect  ְ ;)מ ִ ימ ֹת16
תּeven unto the morrow after the seventh shabbat (ad mimacharat
hashabbat hashevi’it ר ַ ת ה ַ שּׁ ַ בּ ָ ת ה ַ שּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ ת
) shall
ֳ מּ ָ חyouִ מnumber
 ע ַ דfifty days
(tis’peru chamishim yom פּ;) ְ רוּ ח ֲ מ ִ שּׁ ִ ים יו ֹםand
ְ סyouִ תּshall present a new meal-

offering unto YHWH. 17 You shall bring out of your dwellings two wave-loaves of two tenth
parts of an ephah; they shall be of fine flour, they shall be baked with leaven, for first-fruits unto
YHWH. 18 And you shall present with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year,
and one young bullock, and two rams; they shall be a burnt-offering unto YHWH, with their
meal-offering, and their drink-offerings, even an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto
YHWH. 19 And you shall offer one he-goat for a sin-offering, and two he-lambs of the first year
for a sacrifice of peace-offerings. 20 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave-offering before YHWH, with the two lambs; they shall be holy to YHWH for
the priest. 21 And you shall make proclamation on the selfsame day; there shall be a holy
convocation unto you; you shall do no manner of servile work; it is a statute for ever in all your
dwellings throughout your generations. 22 And when you reap the harvest of your land, thou
shalt not wholly reap the corner of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleaning of thy harvest;
thou shalt leave them for the poor, and for the stranger: I am YHWH Eloheykha. {P}
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Here we see some counting and this is the counting of the Omer that leads us to the day of
Shavu’ot or Weeks. Notice it says sheva shabbatot or 7 shabbats, which mean to get to Chag
HaShavu’ot one must count 7 shabbat and the shabbat must come after counting a complete
seven day. We say earlier that the word for week was Shavu’ah, which is itself from Sheva
meaning seven. The second way to arrive at this is to count 50 days. We will test this out later.
Pay attention to Elder Zaqantov's presentation of verse 16 above and what I have underlined
below: 16 even unto the morrow after the seventh shabbat (ad mimacharat hashabbat
hashevi’it
) shall you number fifty days (tis’peru

ע ַ ד מ ִ מּ ָ ח ֳ ר ַ ת ה ַ שּׁ ַ בּ ָ ת ה ַ שּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ ת
chamishim yom פּ;)ְ רוּ ח ֲ מ ִ שּׁ ִ ים יו ֹםand
ְ סyouִ תּshall present a new meal-offering unto
YHWH.
Some have pointed out that “ad” or “od” (Strong’s H-5704, H-5703) does NOT mean “FROM”
the morrow after the 7th Sabbath, but H-4480 DOES. Guess where THAT word is?
Leviticus 23:16 Even unto5704 the morrow4480, 4283 after the seventh7637 sabbath7676 shall
ye number5608 fifty2572 days;3117 and ye shall offer7126 a new2319 meat offering4503 unto
YHWH.3068

Look at what Strong’s says about H-5704 “whether of space (even unto) or time (during, while,
until)”. Leviticus 23:16 is about time, not space, so we’ve been applying the word in the wrong
manner all along. The Hebrew actually could be translated: WHILE FROM the morrow (after
the) seventh Sabbath (shall ye) number fifty days (and ye shall) offer a new meat offering (unto)
YHWH.
The Fenton Translation is the ONLY translation that seems to be honest with this evidence:
You shall also count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath that you bring the
Wave-Sheaf, seven Sabbaths. They must be complete.
Then after the seventh Sabbath, you shall count fifty days, when you shall present a new
offering to the Ever-Living. Leviticus 23:15-16

It says to count 7 Sabbaths from wavesheaf, not 50 days. And Bro. Mack, Elder Z's second way
to arrive at Shavu'ot will not stand up to close scrutiny either. You don't have to take my word
for it, I am only too happy to show the both of you that we are not told to count 50 days from
wavesheaf, we are told to number 50 days from the morrow after the 7th Sabbath.
Skipping down to verse 23:
23 And YHWH spoke unto Moses, saying: 24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: In the
seventh month, in the first day of the month (bachodesh hashevi’I ba’echad lachodesh
), shall be a solemn rest unto you (yih’yeh lakhem

שּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ י בּ ְ א ֶ ח ָ ד ל ַ ח ֹד ֶ שׁ
ַ ח ֹד ֶ שׁ ה ַ בּ
shabbaton )ֶה ל ָ כ ֶ ם שׁ ַ בּ ָ תו ֹן,
 יaְ הmemorial
ִ  יproclaimed with the blast of horns, a holy

convocation. 25 You shall do no manner of servile work; and you shall bring an offering made
by fire unto YHWH. {S}
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Here we see that the first for month (ba’echad la chodesh) or in the first day for Month. Or on the
New Moon day we count number 1. There is never a Day 0.
Correct. But when there is a 30 day month (and all months from creation were originally 30
days long) there are 2 days of New Moon celebration. They cannot both possibly be counted as
number 1. So, what numbers are associated with the two days of New Moon? Please tell me if
you will.
Moses wrote that Noah only knew of 360 day lunar-solar years. In Scripture, the months ALL
used to be 30 days in length, for a total of a 360 lunar/solar year. The luni-solar year was
originally 360 days long. Twelve 30 day months = a 360 day year. Here is the evidence for
this. Genesis 7:11 says that the flood began on the 17th day of the second month. Genesis 8:4
says the water prevailed upon the face of the earth until the 17th day of the seventh month. That
is 5 months. Genesis 7:24 and 8:3 say that the water prevailed upon the earth for 150 days. 150
divided by 5 = 30. So there were 5 consecutive 30 day months in Scripture, which is not
possible with the current relationship between the earth and moon. Second witness: all of the
timed prophecies in Daniel and Revelation are based on a 360 day year (i.e. time, times and a
dividing of time equated to 360 + 720 + 180 = 1260 days, where a time was a Hebrew idiom for
a year). There are 28 week days (4 x 7 day weeks) in a lunar month, meaning 30 day months
have 2 New Moon days. Since days 2-29 are known week days, days 30 and 1 are New Moon.
Looks like this:
New
Moon
Day
1

30
1

1

First
Week
Day
2
9
16
23

Second
Week
Day
3
10
17
24

Third
Week
Day
4
11
18
25

Fourth
Week
Day
5
12
19
26

Fifth
Week
Day
6
13
20
27

Sixth
Week
Day
7
14
21
28

Seventh
Week
Day
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
2

3
10
17
24
3

4
11
18
25
4

5
12
19
26
5

6
13
20
27
6

7
14
21
28
7

8
15
22
29
8

Remember, this calendar model is based on the evidence. Every weekly Sabbath that can be date
identified in either the OT or the NT falls on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the month,
without exception. The link which proves this is found at the bottom of p. 7 above. And
Scripture reveals that New Moon is not a week day, it is a third category of day. So when
presenting a Scriptural calendar one must be faithful to the evidence given. Anything less is not
only reckless, it is unconscionable.
Skipping to verse 44.
44 And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the appointed times (mo’adey
YHWH. {P}
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With this verse we see that all the summation of the verse list them as Mo’adey or appointed or
set times. OK we have not seen any counting from the new moon in the entire chapter. You can
read it several times and never find it.
WHAT? You have GOT to be kidding me! At the top of p. 23 above, Elder Zaqantov
ADMITTED that the mo'edim (annual feast days) were regulated by the moon.
Quote:
...the new moon is used to determine the Holy days
End quote.
To get to this point, he went through most of the annual feasts and in his paragraph above now
proclaims that we have not seen any counting from the new moon in the entire chapter. You can
read it several times and never find it. Bro. Mack, I surely hope that you are not as double
minded as Elder Z. An old Native American saying comes to mind here: "Snake hiss with
forked tongue." That was the Indian's way of saying that the white man spoke out of both sides
of his mouth, and clearly this is a rather fitting observation.
There is not a single calendar "mo'edim" indicated in Genesis 1:14 and identified in Leviticus
23 that is NOT regulated by the moon. There is absolutely no reason for an intelligent man to
believe that the same Hebrew word (mo'edim) can be applied differently when used to define
segments of the calendar UNLESS that man is viewing the new evidence through the lens of his
previously held convictions and/or the tradition of men.
The New Moon as a Shabbat?
No, New Moon is not a Shabbat (H7676), but the seventh New Moon is a Shabbaton (H7677).
They use Amos 8:5 as proof that the New Moon is a Shabbat. [What? Wrong! This false
accusation is either made in ignorance or willful ignorance. I admit that there are some new
Lunar Sabbatarians who think that the New Moon is also a Sabbath, but veteran Lunar Sabbath
keepers use Amos 8:5 to prove that the New Moon is a third category of day, being neither a
work day nor Sabbath.] Yet if you look at the Torah the only new moon close to a shabbat is a
Shabbaton and that is Yom Teru’ah.
Amos 8:5
5 Saying: 'When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell grain? and the sabbath, that we
may set forth corn? making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances of
deceit;
Here in this verse we see that one was waiting for the New Moon to end but, which new Moon
could we not work on and therefore not sell.
Ah! And this is a point that I have made for years...and I think Elder Zaqantov is correct.
Yayiqra/Leviticus 23:23
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23 And YHWH spoke unto Moses, saying: 24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: In the
seventh month, in the first day of the month (bachodesh hashevi’I ba’echad lachodesh
), shall be a solemn rest unto you (yih’yeh lakhem

שּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ י בּ ְ א ֶ ח ָ ד ל ַ ח ֹד ֶ שׁ
ַ ח ֹד ֶ שׁ ה ַ בּ
shabbaton )ֶה ל ָ כ ֶ ם שׁ ַ בּ ָ תו ֹן,
 יaְ הmemorial
ִי
proclaimed with the blast of horns
(zikh’ron Teru’ah )רו ֹן תּ ְ רוּע ָ ה,ְ כ
a holy
ִ  זreading. 25 You shall do no manner of servile
work (Avodah Melakhah); and you shall bring an offering made by fire unto YHWH. {S}

That said: (And I noticed that Elder Zaqantov is about to present Isaiah 66:23 below) as long as
the Bright Light of Shekinah resided in the Most Set-Apart Place in the tabernacle, there was an
holy convocation on New Moon. Isaiah 66:23 speaks of the new heaven and new earth in which
this practice would resume. In any case, only the seventh New Moon is called a Sabbath, but
there was a portion of every New Moon that required the presence of Israel before YHWH. But
unlike the Sabbath in which the entire day was called "Holy", only the convocation held on New
Moon was likewise called "Holy". So, could buying and selling take place during a regular New
Moon? We are not told, but since Scripture goes out of its way to prove that New Moon is a
third category of day, it seems dubious at best to assume that one could do on New Moon the
same things that were performed on a common work day. We now return to our regularly
scheduled nonsensical anti-Lunar Sabbath rant...
Here is the New Moon they were talking about. [Perhaps. Can't prove it either way.] Thus, they
wished this day to end. But what about Yeshiyahu/Isaiah 66:23
23 And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to
another, shall all flesh come to worship before Me, says YHWH.

 שׂ ָ ר-ָ שׁ ַ בּ ַ תּו ֹ ;י ָבו ֹא כ ָ לבּ,ת
ְ דּ ֵ י שׁ ַ בּ ָבּ,ִ ֹ וּמו
שׁ בּ ְ ח ָ ד ְ שׁ-ֹד ֶי
ֵ  ִחדּ,ו ְ ה ָ י ָהמ
.אָמ ַ ר י ְ הו ָ ה
,ת ל ְ פ ָ נ ַי
לְה ִ שׁ ְ תּ ַ חֲו
Æ
Transliterated says:
W’hayah midey-Chodesh bachad’sho wumidey shabbat bashabato Yabo kal basar l’his’tacha’ot
lefanai amar YHWH
Which translated says:
And shall be as often New moon in His New moon and as often Shabbat in His Shabbat he
comes all flesh for they will bows to faces says YHWH.

The people will come and bow before YHWH on the Shabbat and New Moons. But it is no
equating the New Moons as a Shabbat. [Hold on now friend. How can you possibly say that
there is no equating the days in which the people will come and worship before YHWH? There
is an obvious similarity that only a fool would lightly regard. The most glaringly obvious
similarity here is that New Moon and Sabbaths are NOT work days.] In Vayiqra 23 the new
moon on the average other than the 7th one is never referred to as a set time (Mo’ed). The Priests
had duties on the New Moons. This could explain the gate of Yehez’qel temple being opened on
the New Moon.
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Please note that in Numbers 10:1-10, the priests blew the trumpets for certain occasions, all of
which either called Israel to assemble before the tabernacle, or to prepare to strike camp because
YHWH was leading them to another place or when danger approached.
Numbers 10:3 And when they shall blow with them, all the assembly shall assemble
themselves to thee at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
Numbers 10:10 Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the
beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and
over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial before
your Elohim: I am YHWH your Elohim.

Based on this passage, it seems apparent that Israel was called to the door of the tabernacle every
New Moon, and Isaiah 66:23 is a second witness to WHY they were called to the door of the
tabernacle on New Moon.
Yehez’qel/Ezekiel 46:1-2
1 Thus says the Adonai YHWH: The gate of the inner court that looks toward the east shall be
shut the six working days; but on the sabbath day it shall be opened, and in the day of the new
moon it shall be opened. 2 And the prince shall enter by the way of the porch of the gate
without, and shall stand by the post of the gate, and the priests shall prepare his burnt-offering
and his peace-offerings, and he shall worship at the threshold of the gate; then he shall go forth;
but the gate shall not be shut until the evening. 3 Likewise the people of the land shall worship at
the door of that gate before YHWH in the sabbaths and in the new moons.
Like the previous verse in Yeshiyahu 66:23, this shows the people bowing down they faces to
YHWH. It also does not mean here the New Moon is a non-working day other than Yom
Teru’ah. [I understand this. While it does not mean that Israel did not perform labor of some
sort, it certainly excludes New Moon from the week because the gate was closed on ALL six
work days, but open on New Moon and Sabbath. Ezekiel 46:1 absolutely refute the idea that
New Moon can ever fall within the work week.] For even the Chag HaMatzot and Chag
Shavu’ot it does not call them even Shabbatot or Shabbaton. Yet one may not work on them.
Chag HaMatzot (Feast of Unleavened Bread) is referred to as a Shabbat in Leviticus 23:6-11.
Abib 15, the date of Unleavened Bread is referenced in Deuteronomy 5:12-15, linking the
weekly Shabbat (H7676) to Abib 15, the day of the exodus. So Elder Zaqantov has made a half
true, half false statement. While I do not recall Chag Shavu'ot ever being named a Shabbat or
Shabbaton as Elder Z asserts above, that does not change the fact that it IS referred to as a
mo'edim in Leviticus 23:4, and is still therefore regulated by the moon within the Creator's
lunar-solar calendar.
The place where we see the Shabbat and New Moons set apart for offerings is Numbers 28:9-15
9 And on the sabbath day two he-lambs of the first year without blemish, and two tenth parts of
an ephah of fine flour for a meal-offering, mingled with oil, and the drink-offering thereof. 10
This is the burnt-offering of every sabbath, beside the continual burnt-offering, and the drinkoffering thereof. {P}
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11 And in your new moons you shall present a burnt-offering unto YHWH: two young bullocks,
and one ram, seven he-lambs of the first year without blemish; 12 and three tenth parts of an
ephah of fine flour for a meal-offering, mingled with oil, for each bullock; and two tenth parts of
fine flour for a meal-offering, mingled with oil, for the one ram; 13 and a several tenth part of
fine flour mingled with oil for a meal-offering unto every lamb; for a burnt-offering of a sweet
savour, an offering made by fire unto YHWH. 14 And their drink-offerings shall be half a hin of
wine for a bullock, and the third part of a hin for the ram, and the fourth part of a hin for a lamb.
This is the burnt-offering of every new moon throughout the months of the year. 15 And one hegoat for a sin-offering unto YHWH; it shall be offered beside the continual burnt-offering, and
the drink-offering thereof. {S}
Just looking at this you see there were different requirements for Shabbat verses New Moon even
for the Priests doing the offerings. So counting the New Moon as a Shabbat is adding to Torah,
which we are told not to do.
This is a loaded statement, and I would be a fool to let it slip by without comment. First of all,
Numbers 28:9-15 is irrelevant to the Lunar Sabbath argument as it only refers to the sacrifices to
be performed on different days. As for adding to Torah (Deuteronomy 4:2) we are also told not
to diminish ought from it. Let me recount the ways Elder Zaqantov has violated this statute. I
am only going to list the first seven (even though there will be many more to chose from). Don't
think there will be this many Bro. Mack? Watch....
1. Bottom of page 8: "This weekly cycle was independent of the New Moon." There has never
been a week on earth that was not regulated by the moon. The lights in the heavens regulate
signs, days and years (Genesis 1:14). The weekly Sabbath is identified as a sign in Exodus
31:13, Ezekiel 20:12 and 20:20, and called a mo'edim TWICE in Leviticus 23:1-3. Based on
the Creation account, at least ONE of the two great lights regulates the weekly Sabbath. It is
Elder Zaqantov's assertion that it is regulated by neither, thus diminishing ought from Torah.
2. Top of page 9: Regarding the 15th day of the second month referenced in Exodus 16:1,
"Some will state that the 15th day when they arrived was a Shabbat according to the Lunar
Calendar. However, no where does the 15th day in Tanakh referred to as a Shabbat." The
equation of the manna proves that a single portion of manna was gathered on the 16th, 17th,
18th, 19th and 20th, and a double portion on the 21st because the morrow (the 22nd) was the
weekly Sabbath. If the 22nd is the Sabbath, so is the 15th. See calendar model on p. 9. Elder Z
did not bother to check his math and he again diminishes ought from the Torah.
3. In the middle of page 10: "However, we know that 15th day of the first new moon was not a
Shabbat." I agree that Israel did not KNOW that the day of the exodus was a weekly Sabbath,
but later it was identified as just that. In Leviticus 23:6-11, the sheaf is waved on the morrow
after the Sabbath, which Scripture and Josephus identifies as the 15th day of the first month.
And in Deuteronomy 5:12-15, the day of the exodus (the 15th day of the first month) is
identified with the weekly Sabbath. This date was a Sabbath memorial for Israel. Elder Z once
again diminishes ought from the Torah.
4. Middle of page 14: Regarding Genesis 1:14-16, "Now some want to say that only the moon is
for mo’adim/appointed times. It states that both sun and moon are for setting Mo’adim." If you
will actually read it, Genesis 1:14 links no particular luminary to any of the calendar segments.
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This verse lists the 4 calendar segments that would be regulated by (at least ONE of) the two
great luminaries. Psalm 104:19 is a second witness here, proving that the moon alone regulates
the mo'edim. This is adding to the Torah.
5. Near the bottom of page 16, Regarding Genesis 1:18-19, "The job of the Sun and Moon was
to shine light on the earth. To separate the light from the darkness. This is not the same as
Bereshit 1:3-5" The light illuminated in Genesis 1:4-5 was created to divide the light from the
darkness. And Elohim called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. How can a
light that divides light from darkness in Genesis 1:18-19 be different from a light that divides
light from darkness in Genesis 1:4-5? Just how many lights orbiting earth divide light from
darkness anyway? This is both adding AND diminishing ought from the Torah and is about the
stupidest thing I have ever read in an article rebutting the Lunar Sabbath.
6. At the bottom of p. 20 and the top of p. 21, while addressing Psalm 104:19, Elder Z admits
that the moon regulates the appointed times (mo'edim). Then on pp 21-22, While addressing
Leviticus 23:1-3, he admits that the weekly Sabbath, and while addressing Leviticus 23:4 and
the annual feasts on p. 23, he freely admits that these are also mo'edim. While on page 22, has
the audacity to say: "Interresting that since this covers shabbats that there is no command to
start from the new moon to determine them. Also, the new moon (Chodesh) is never referenced
as a Shabbat in this entire chapter." Either the moon regulates the calendar mo'edim or it
doesn't. The Father does not speak out of both sides of His mouth. Not only is Elder Zaqantov
diminishing ought from the Torah, he is speaking out of both sides of his month, proving a
double minded spirit within.
7. Near the top of p. 26, regarding the count to Shavu'ot (aka Pentecost), "Notice it says sheva
shabbatot or 7 shabbats, which mean to get to Chag HaShavu’ot one must count 7 shabbat and
the shabbat must come after counting a complete seven day. ... The second way to arrive at this
is to count 50 days.". Indeed, there is a 50 day count that must be numbered to get to Shavu'ot,
but there is no command to begin this 50 day count from wavesheaf. As he correctly pointed out
above, we are told to number 7 Sabbaths complete from wavesheaf, but not 50 days. Thus Elder
Z is adding to Torah.
I bypassed all the places where Elder Zaqantov butchered the testimony of the prophets (since he
invoked Deuteronomy 4:2) and just stuck to the places where he violated the law (Torah).
Which begs the question: Why didn't you catch all these violations of Torah, Bro. Mack?
Joshua 5 proof of a Lunar shabbat? [Depends on how you present your argument, Elder Z.]
Yehoshua/Joshua 5:10-12
10 Encamped at Gilgal, in the steppes of Jericho, the Israelites offered the passover sacrifice
on the fourteenth day of the month, toward evening (should be “in evening”).
11 On the day after (mimacharat - on the morrow) the passover offering, on that very day,
they ate of the produce of the country, unleavened bread (matzot) and parched grain (va
qalui/kalui – roasted grain). 12 On that same day, when they ate of the produce of the land,
the manna ceased. The Israelites got no more manna; that year they ate of the yield of the land of
Canaan.
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Ok, what's your point?
We know that they ate of the produce of the land in the day period after the Pesach offering
which would have been the 15th day. We know it is the day period of the 15th from the verse
used in Numbers 33:3
Bamidbar /Numbers 33:3
3 They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month. It was on

מ ִָח ֳ ר ַ ת
מּ

the morrow (mimacharat
) of the Passover (hapesach
Israelites started out defiantly, in plain view of all the Egyptians.

[ ַ )פּ ֶ ס ַ חoffering]
ה
that the

Agreed. They ate the produce of the land on the morrow after the Passover. Again, what is your
point?
This is the first day of Unleavened Bread. [Correct.] We know that they were instructed to
make an offering before eating it. An offering is harvesting and thus forbidden on Shabbat. This
was from the words spoken by Moshe and so Joshua would have been well aware of it.
Correct, a wave offering was to be offered before they ate the new barley, and any harvesting on
the Sabbath is prohibited, and Joshua was perfectly aware of all of this, but you didn't read the
text did you Elder Zaqantov?
Joshua 5:11 And they did eat of the old cornH4480 H5669 of the land on the morrow after
the passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day.

H5669, ע ָ בוּר, ‛âbûr, aw-boor', The same as H5668; passed, that is, kept over; used only of
stored grain: - old corn.
Why should Israel make an offering before eating the OLD CORN OF THE LAND on Abib 15?
Bro Mack, did you bother to proof read this before you sent it to me to show me my error? The
wave offering was offered on Abib 16 before eating the NEW CORN (barley actually). Abib 16
is the first work day and it is perfectly legal to harvest barley on this day.
Vayiqra / Leviticus 23:9-11
9 YHWH spoke to Moshe, saying: 10 Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: When
you enter the land that I am giving to you and you reap its harvest, you shall bring the first sheaf
(omer) of your harvest to the priest. 11 He shall elevate the sheaf (ha’omer) before YHWH for
acceptance in your behalf; the priest shall elevate it on the day after the Sabbath.
Joshua would have done this with the sons of Yisrael. If the 15th was the Shabbat then they
would have violated the command of offering the Omer offering on the morrow of the Shabbat.
[That's just it. Neither Israel nor Joshua ate the new corn on the 15th. Had you bothered to read
the passage or examine the underlying Hebrew, you would have understood that they ate the
OLD corn on the morrow after the Passover, thus violating no Sabbath law.] The 15 day as the
morrow of the Shabbat, which shows us also that, the lunar Shabbat can’t possibly fit this story.
This would also be the first day of the counting.
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Indeed, IF Israel had offered the wavesheaf of the new harvest of barley on the 15th, that would
have been the first day of counting the Omer. But Israel did not HAVE to offer a wave offering
on the 15th because they ate the OLD corn of the land, not a new harvest of barley.
The truth means you never have to apologize for your doctrinal beliefs. There are never any
events that run contrary to your doctrines if they are the truth. I have literally been able to feast
upon the false doctrines presented in this article because they are so egregiously false. Finding
contradictory evidence has been easy here because no false doctrine can stand up before the light
of close scrutiny. Elder Zaqantov, and Bro. Mack by extension, if you had simply bothered to
examine the evidence (something I have said from the beginning) this article would never have
been written or the results recorded in heaven.
Ok let’s look at the quote of the Lunar Shabbat. From the website of one of the keepers of the
Lunar Shabbat they state:
“If our scriptural understanding is that the NEW MOON Sabbath arrives at the FIRST OF THE
MOONTH then we are to WORK SIX days and the 7th day, REST, work SIX days and the 7th
day, REST, etc, for 4 shabuwas, until the next new moon period; lets work it out and see what
we learn.
Well, clearly this is from a novice Lunar Sabbath keeper or one who has a blind spot for the New
Moon, which is clearly not a Sabbath, other than the seventh New Moon (Feast of Trumpets).
Day ONE of a brand new lunar cycle (from conjunction) is the NEW MOON Sabbath
DAY. When the first sliver is sighted after sunset on the evening of the first day (first day is
now over with) two witnesses give testimony, trumpets are blown, bond fires are lit on the hill
topes [sic] and the moonth end rest (long Sabbath) has ended. Tomorrow morning everyone goes
back to work and begins the counting of the first shabuwa (period of seven as in “six days you
shall labor and the seventh you rest). [Ok, so NOT a novice Lunar Sabbatarian. Whoever this is
accurately identifies New Moon as being OVER when the first crescent is spotted, which is an
advanced Lunar Sabbath discovery. So, they have a blind spot for New Moon being a Sabbath.
They are at least willing to learn and progress. At some point, the Spirit of YHWH will impress
upon their hearts the error of their New Moon doctrine or a friend will hold their feet to the fire
and demand that they examine the evidence. All of it.] So now we see that day ONE is a NEW
MOON DAY (observed as a Sabbath day) then work six days (lunar days 2 – 7) and then for the
7th day Sabbath (on the 8th day of the lunar cycle). Count seven more days (2nd shabuwa) and
you rest on the 15th day of the lunar cycle. Seven more days (3rd shabuwa) rest on the 22nd day
of the lunar cycle and again on the 29th day of the lunar cycle. A fuller explanation of this way
of reckoning is detailed near the end of this article.
No, New Moon days are not observed as a Sabbath day. Only the seventh New Moon is
observed thus.
Now we have come to the 4th Sabbath – the 29th day of the lunar cycle. What a time of
rejoicing it is for our labors have ceased for this moonth and we enjoy the 7th Day
Sabbath rest of Yahweh. At sunset (the completion of the 4th Shabbat of this moonth)
we continue in the Sabbath mood and immediately begin the New Moon day or
days. [This is an astute observation as there are indeed either 1 or 2 days of New Moon.]
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After the first full NEW MOON day, (the second day of the MOONTH END PERIOD)
we watch the western sky just after sundown to see if the first crescent of the moon is
visible. If it is sighted, the trumpets are blown, bond fires lit and tomorrow we start a
new work shabuwa. [This would be a two day moonth end]. [This means a one day New
Moon. The 29th day of the month is the last Sabbath of the month, followed by New
Moon day, thus, in their mind a 2 day end of the "moonth".] If the first crescent is NOT
visible, we continue on in Sabbath and again watch for the first crescent. Seen or not seen
this 3rd Sabbath moonth end/beginning evening, the trumpets are blown and tomorrow
we go to work.
This means a two day New Moon. The 29th day of the month is the last Sabbath of the
month, followed by the 30th day of the old month (the first of the 2 New Moon days),
which is in turn followed by the first day of the new month, the last of the 2 New Moon
day3, thus, in their mind a 3 day moonth end.
I have having to apologize to my readers for the error of a fellow Lunar Sabbatarian.
Perhaps if you recognize their work being quoted here, you can pass along the error of
their New Moon/Sabbath idea.
Regardless of whether there is one or two solar days of no (null) moon [after the 4th
Sabbath], it is considered day ONE of the new lunar cycle. This may be hard to
understand but during the no/null moon period, it is a time of darkness where the “faithful
witness” in unobservable in its changes. [This is a true statement. No visible moon
appears during the New Moon phase of the month.] Every other day of the lunar cycle,
one can visible observe changes that take place each and every solar day. Praise
Yahweh.” http://www.yahwehmusic.com/covenants/burningquestion.htm
Indeed. There are 28 days in the lunar cycle that present a visible phase of the moon. There are
28 week days in a lunar month. This is not a coincidence. And of these 28 visible appearances
of the moon, the moon enters a quarter phase approximately every 7 days. Of the 28 week days
in a lunar month, there is a weekly Sabbath every seventh day. This too is not a coincidence.
After the final visible phase of the moon, there are 1-2 dark days in the lunar cycle. After the last
Sabbath of the month, there are 1-2 New Moon days in a lunar month. You do the math.
If this is correct then the Lunar Shabbat is determined. Crescent Moon is their start day with the
dark period is treated as 1 Day because there is no Moon.
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Bro. Mack, do you know why Elder Z is presenting three different categories of day in a calendar
model designed for only two? Here he presents the New Moon as the first day of the week.
On a 30-day month the Shabbat is kept for three days instead of two. [Now wait a moment, I
understand why you write this Elder Z, but you are branding all Lunar Sabbatarians with the
error of one misinformed Lunar Sabbath keeper. Not all christians are equal or cut from the
same bolt of cloth, the same can be said for the Jews. The error of one cannot rightly be forced
upon the whole, especially when the vast majority of other Lunar Sabbatarians do NOT agree
with this one in error. According to Scripture, every man will be judged according to his OWN
works.] Now that we have determined the way they [THEY?] count and the Tanakh verse they
use to support their theory lets see if it can be kept with the requirements and examples shown in
Tanakh. [First of all, you are not even presenting their calendar the way they observe it, Elder
Zaqantov. You are presenting the Lunar Sabbath doctrine on YOUR pagan/papal/Roman/manmade/solar-only calendar model. That hardly qualifies you as a judge.] Of Course we already
have shown that many of their proof [sic] can be explained. Many of the Lunar Shabbatarians
use many apocryphal or the New Testament to prove this theory but we will stick to the Tanakh
to show whether this theory is supported by Tanakh.
Fine by me. I can prove the Lunar Sabbath in the NT, but that is merely first century Israel
observing what was commanded in the Hebrew OT canon.
First, What makes a Day?
We have seen in other studies that evening and morning makes a day. [I was taught this, yes.]
You only have to read the Tanakh to find this. [No, the Tanakh does not teach this. This is the
misinterpretation taken from the Tanakh, and I will be happy to enlighten you since the only
effort you seem to be able to afford to put into this study is to repeat the tradition of your fathers.
And in reality, Elder Z, your father's adopted the evening to evening day from Babylon.] I read
and adhere to the evening to evening for a day like listed for the day of Yom Hakippurim (Lev.
23:27,32).
Perhaps this is premature, but I am going to make several statements of fact, then I am going to
back them up with Scripture. I can only imagine that I'm going to have to repeat some of this
below as Elder Z presents his case.
1. Evening and morning does NOT make a day.
2. Evening is the transition period between day and night.
3. Morning is the transition period between night and day.
4. The light is called DAY, the darkness is called NIGHT.
5. The day in Scripture is NOT 24 hours in duration.
6. When Scripture is attempting to define a 24 hour segment, one of two Hebrew idioms are
used. Either days and nights or evening(s) and morning(s).
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7. Israel adopted the evening to evening "day" from the Babylonians.
Shall we begin?
1. Evening and morning does NOT make a day. Genesis 1:5 reads: And Elohim called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. Is this not plain enough to understand? The lit
segment of the cycle is called DAY (Yom), the dark segment is called NIGHT (Layil).
Evening and morning are not 24 hours long or even 12 hours each. Please check your math.
2. Evening is the transition period between day and night. Evening is not the entire period of
darkness. Genesis 1:4 reads: And Elohim saw the light, that it was good: and Elohim
divided the light from the darkness. Evening (Erev, H6153, taken from the root word, H6150)
means a twisting away of light, as being slowly being immersed in darkness by a textured cover.
This is the segment of time when day transitions into night and acts as the DIVIDER spoken of
in Genesis 1:4. Anecdotally, evening is the time from sunset until 3 stars could be seen.
3. Morning is the transition period between night and day. Morning is not the entire period of
daylight. Genesis 1:4 reads: And Elohim saw the light, that it was good: and Elohim
divided the light from the darkness. Morning (Boqer, H1242, properly meaning dawn) means
exactly that. Dawn. There is not a knucklehead on the planet that would confuse dawn with the
entire lit portion of the "day" (yom). This is the segment of time when night transitions into day
and acts as the DIVIDER spoken of in Genesis 1:4. Anecdotally, this was the time from when
no more stars can be seen in the sky until the sun breaks over the eastern horizon.
4. The light is called DAY, the darkness is called NIGHT. To recap: Genesis 1:5 reads, And
Elohim called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. Day is only half of the day/night
cycle, not the entire 24 hour period. Scripture has some rather harsh words for folks who cannot
figure out the difference between day and night or are actively trying to confuse the two....
Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!
Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! Isaiah
5:20-21
But as for you all, do ye return, and come now: for I cannot find one wise man among
you.
My days are past, My purposes are broken off, even the thoughts of My heart.
They change the night into day: the light is short because of darkness. Job 17:10-12

5. The day in Scripture is NOT 24 hours in duration. Have you read John 11:9 lately? Jesus
answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? Naturally, these are hours as counted on a
sundial, meaning that regardless of whether it was winter (when the days are shorter) or summer
(when the days are longer), the day was divided into 12 equal parts. Pay attention to the two
days written in red. If the days are 24 hours long, then the "days" are not shorter in the winter or
longer in the summer, they are always 24 hours long. Hello?
Quote: "The day was either the period of sunlight, contrasted with the night (see John 11:9) or
the whole period of twenty four hours, although not defined as such in the Bible." Oxford
Companion to the Bible, p. 744.
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A 24 HOUR DAY IS NOT DEFINED IN SCRIPTURE? That's right Virginia, you heard it here
first. The Scriptural day (which is the lit portion) is only 12 hours long, the dark part is called
NIGHT (which is the absence of light, therefore not qualified to be called day). It was the pagan
culture that introduced a 24 hour day.
6. When Scripture is attempting to define a 24 hour segment, one of two Hebrew idioms are
used. Either days and nights or evening(s) and morning(s). Since right from Creation only the
lit portion was called Day, there was a need to portray time that involved the dark portion as
well. There are several examples of each. It rained for 40 days and 40 nights. In Hebrew, if it
had rained for 40 days, that meant it stopped raining each night, only to begin again the next
morning. Moses was on Mt. Sinai for 40 days and 40 nights. In Hebrew, if Moses was on the
mountain for 40 days, that meant he descended each night, only to climb back up again the next
morning. Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for 3 days and 3 nights. Can you imagine what
the fish would have done if Jonah had only been in the belly of the whale for 3 days? He would
have vomited him out each night, only to swallow him again the next morning.
Have you noticed a pattern here? [By the way, there are several more examples of the above in
both the OT and the NT.] They all list day before night, because once the light was lit in
Genesis 1:3-5, the 12 hour segment that began was called Day, which was later followed by
evening, [which introduced Night] and later still there was morning.
Every one of the days of creation are counted down by saying, evening and morning. YHWH lit
the sun, and later there was evening, and later still there was morning, day one. That morning,
YHWH created the firmament, and later there was evening, and later still there was morning, day
two. That morning, YHWH created the land and vegetation, and later there was evening, and
later still there was morning, day three. See the pattern? Do you find any of these "days" that
begin at evening? Every one of them say that the creation event followed a morning (dawn),
thus they took place during the day. Also, the words "and" are listed there in the Hebrew. AND
there was evening, AND there was morning. And is a connective word. What happened
BEFORE evening that would be connected to it? There has never been an "evening" on this
earth that was not preceded by a DAY. Day first, then evening (which is the precursor to Night),
followed by morning, which is the beginning of the following DAY.
It ain't rocket science.
Final example, in Daniel 8:14 reveals a timed prophecy that will last for 2,300 days. Please take
a look at that word "days" there....
Daniel 8:14 And he saidH559 untoH413 me, UntoH5704 two thousandH505 and threeH7969
hundredH3967 days;H6153 H1242 then shall the sanctuaryH6944 be cleansed.H6663

H6163, erev, evening.
H1242 boqer, morning.
It literally reads unto 2,300 evenings and mornings, which represents 2,300 consecutive literal 24
hour day/night segments of time.
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Remember what I have repeatedly said about this not being rocket science? The truth is so
simple that a child can understand it.
7. Israel adopted the evening to evening "day" from the Babylonians.
"The flesh of the thanksgiving sacrifice shall be eaten on the day it is offered; none of it may be
kept till the next day" (Lv. 7:15), the nighttime is considered as belonging to the preceding
period of Daylight. From this there developed the meaning of "day" in the sense of the cycle
made up of one period of daylight and one period of darkness, or according to our modern
reckoning, twenty-four hours...from the natural viewpoint the twenty-four hour day begins at
sunrise... However, beside this conception there arose another idea of the twenty-four hour day,
according to which this daily period began at sunset. It was no doubt the lunar calendar of the
Jews which gave rise to this viewpoint... Although the earlier computation did not die out
completely, the custom of considering the day as beginning at sunset became general in later
Jewish times... Encyclopedic Dictionary of the Bible, p. 497.
Like me, you were probably taught that the sunset to sunset tradition had been observed from the
beginning of time!! That it had been established at Creation! Wrong! If not from the beginning,
when did Israel pick up this nasty little habit?
"...During the period of the first commonwealth (prior to 586 B.C.E.) the day was not
reckoned in terms of hours. In fact the word "hour" in not found anywhere in the Bible, even as a
figure of speech. The night was divided into three watches, the early watch, the middle watch
and the morning watch. The Day was divided into forenoon and afternoon.
"When the Jews returned to Palestine after their Babylonian exile (516 B.C.E.) they
brought back with them the Babylonian astronomy and way of reckoning time..." What is a Jew,
p. 108.
"So far as we know, the Babylonian calendar was at all periods truly lunar...the month began
with the evening when the new crescent was for the first time again visible shortly after sunset.
Consequently, the Babylonian day also begins in the evening..." The Exact Sciences in
Antiquity, p. 106.
As I said, the New Moon based on the first visible crescent as well as the day beginning at sunset
(when Scripture says is when Night begins) are both Babylonian practices that Israel picked up
while in captivity. As long as they were following YHWH, they abandoned these observations
of time, but when in apostasy, they backslid into these pagan calendar practices.
"Moon-worship was dominant in the Mesopotamian world from which the patriarchs emerged,
around 1800 B.C.E., with Abraham the key Bible figure. At that time and in succeeding
centuries, moon-worship in Mesopotamia centered on a large pantheon of assorted gods whose
images proliferated in the temples... Myths die hard, and the Bible is full of graphic detail
showing how the ancient Hebrews slipped readily from time to time into celebrations that bore
the mark of the original pagan practices... Many hitherto puzzling aspects of the Jewish tradition
were illuminated in this process. A notable example is the way in which all festivals, including
the Sabbath, start with moon-rise on the night before. The reason is an echo of the way the
Babylonians and the Assyrians assigned the respective roles of the two great luminaries, the sun
and the moon." Festival Days: A History of Jewish Celebrations. p. 55, 57, 58.
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There are several quotes from different pages of The Jewish Festivals: History & Observation
listed below. I will only list the page numbers.
"This, approximately, is the picture we have of the Sabbath in those very old days, when both
kingdoms, Judah and Israel, still existed. It was a festival on which there was a cessation of daily
work, and the people assembled in the sanctuary to celebrate the day...." (p.6)
"At any rate, beginning with the Babylonian exile we find the Sabbath .... attained a higher state
of development among the exiled Jews in Babylonia, and it was these exiled Jews who enforced
on Palestine their Sabbath..." (p.7)
"At The Beginning of The Common Era...In order to assure against profanation of the Sabbath
the Jews added the late Friday afternoon hours to the Sabbath...." (p.13)
"The Sabbath in general, thus attained its peak in the first two centuries of the Common Era, the
age of the Tannaim [A.D. 70-200], as the Jewish teachers and sages of that period were called.
However, there were no Friday night services as yet. This most beautiful part of the Sabbath
observance developed somewhat later in the age of the Amoraim [A.D. 350-500], as the sages of
the Talmud from the third century on were called, and it did not attain its highest peak until
much later, at the very threshold of modern times. In the time of the Tannaim there was no
Friday night services in the synagogue...." (p.14)
"Later it became customary to hold communal services in the Synagogue on Friday night..." The
Jewish Festivals: History & Observance, p.15.
"If we look at the essentials of a day of rest and reflection which has a religious orientation, it is
possible to justify the shifting of Sabbath worship to Friday evening or Sunday worship to
Saturday evening (the celebration of the vigil = night watch was moved back to the eve of the
feast as early as the middle ages..." Judaism: Between Yesterday and Tomorrow. p. 518.
"When the English colonies were planted on North American soil, Sunday was kept there from
evening to evening for 200 years...throughout Christendom the Sunday was generally observed
from evening to evening until the sixteenth century, and that in many parts it was so observed
until the eighteenth." The Lord's Day on a Round World, p. 69, 83.
The power of this pagan tradition is still evident today in such observances as Christmas Eve and
New Years Eve.
Elder Zaqantov, if you are a practicing Karaite Jew, you should have KNOWN this Hebrew
history. How is it that a gentile (me) has greater knowledge of the history of the Israelite
calendar observance than a Karaite? And just like you did not share the underlying Hebrew
words that supported the Lunar Sabbatarians point of view, you have once again neglected to
share the truth with your readers. And assuming that Bro. Mack is an honest man, you are guilty
of misleading him.
Vayiqra/Leviticus 23:27, 32
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27 Howbeit on the tenth day of this seventh month is the day of atonement; there shall be a holy
convocation unto you, and you shall afflict your souls; and you shall bring an offering made by
fire unto YHWH.
32 It shall be unto you a sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict your souls; in the ninth
day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall you keep your sabbath.
The Shabbat is a day like any other with a darkness and daylight periods. Thus from evening to
evening is the day.
Bro. Mack, this is a Babylonian practice that this Karaite Jew HID from you! I understand that
the Day of Atonement is from evening to evening, but did EITHER of you pay attention to the
text?
Leviticus 23:32 It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in
the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.
Leviticus_16:29 And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month,
on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether it
be one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth among you: (Second witness:
Numbers 29:7).

What DAY is Day of Atonement? And the people gathered and said, "The 10th day of the 7th
month." Correct. And the 10th day of the 7th month ends when? At sunset of the 10th day.
Correct again. So, if Day of Atonement begins at even of the 9th day as Night begins, what part
of what day is this? And the people said: "It is the beginning of the night of the ninth." It is
always an amazing and humbling experience to ask truthseekers a question. Day of Atonement
is the ONLY feast on the calendar that goes from even to even. There are no instructions to keep
ALL Sabbaths in this manner. Day of Atonement consists of segments of 2 different days.
The night belongs to the previous day. And I have evidence for that...
The first Passover (Abib 14) Israel killed between the evenings (about 3 p.m.) and eaten that
evening with clothes on, shoes on their feet and staff in hand because in the middle of the night,
the Death Angel was going to Pass Over Egypt. I have already proven from Scripture that Abib
15 is the weekly Sabbath. Israel may not have known this, but YHWH did. The Death angel
came over in the middle of the night and the first born of all Egypt, great or small, died. The
calendar date that the Death Angel passed over was the Night of Abib 14. The Sabbath did not
begin as the sun set at even of the 14th. If the Sabbath had begun at sundown, then YHWH
would have broken His Sabbath by waging vengeance upon His enemies on the Sabbath.
Lest you cast a stone prematurely, indeed, Israel in their ignorance broke the Sabbath by carrying
burdens (the jewelry of Egypt, their kneading troughs, food, etc) and were herding their flocks
and herds. None of this is Sabbath normal activity, but neither was it work. It was a victory
parade. What they would have been doing had they remained as slaves in Egypt would have
been work. When the man from Galilee healed the paralytic on the Sabbath and he carried his
bed home (as he was instructed), this was a NT example that there is no better day to be
delivered from bondage (physical or spiritual) than on the Sabbath. That was a one man victory
parade and he broke no Sabbath laws. Now back to your regularly scheduled rebuttal...
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One more witness that the night belongs to the previous day (as the night that followed the Day
of Abib 14 is not the beginning of the Sabbath or the Death Angel would have broken the
Sabbath), let us consider Lot's lot. LOL
Lot's two daughters thought that the entire world had been destroyed by fire and plotted to reinhabit the earth by having children with their father. Please read their account here...
Genesis 19:34 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the
younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night
also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.

Yesternight belongs to YESTERDAY! A 2nd and 3rd witness can be found for yesternight in
Genesis 31:29 and 31:42.
As I have been saying, regardless of what you have been taught, what you think, or how long
you have thought it so, SCRIPTURE teaches that the night belongs to the previous day. My
great grandmother was taught that the Sabbath begins at sunset on friday, my grandparents on
both sides were taught and believed that, my parents were taught they same thing and they taught
me that the Sabbath began at sunset on friday night, but that does not make it so.
For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith YHWH.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:8-9
He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him. Proverbs
18:13
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 1 Corinthians 10:12

Devarim/ Deuteronomy 23:11
But it shall be, when evening cometh on, he shall wash [himself] with water: and when the sun is
down, he shall come into the camp [again].
As he is facing evening, the sun goes down. Evening is after the sun is set.
And your point is?
Shofetim/Judges 19:9
9 And when the man rose up to depart, he, and his concubine, and his servant, his father in law,
the damsel's father, said unto him, Behold, now the day draws toward evening, I pray you tarry
all night: behold, the day grows to an end, lodge here, that your heart may be merry; and to
morrow get you early on your way, that you may go home.
In practice the end of the day was sunset.
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That is correct, sunset is the end of the day, throughout Israel, throughout Scripture. But sunset
is NOT the beginning of the next day, it is the beginning of Night. The day begins at DAWN.
That is why Dawn is called the break of day or daybreak. In no place is the break of day thought
to be sunset.
Shemot/Exodus 16:8
8 And Moses said, [This shall be], when YHWH shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in
the morning bread to the full; for that YHWH hears your murmurings which you murmur against
him: and what [are] we? your murmurings [are] not against us, but against YHWH.
YHWH fed Beni Yisrael in the evening [of the 15th with quail] and then in the morning [of the
16th with manna]. So we can see that a day has one darkness period followed by a daylight
period [I see no such thing] then if we put together 2 or 3 days and call them one day then we
violate this rule. Ok but what if these are really 2 or 3 days and each one is a Shabbat.
There is nothing more convoluted than a man who THINKS he knows what is truth, and there
are few things on earth more frustrating than to try to show him his error.
Not sure what planet Elder Z is from, but on earth, the first "Day" of the week began when
YHWH lit the sun in Genesis 1:3-5. There were 12 hours of it. AND later there was evening
(followed by Night), AND later still there was morning. If the first Day/Night cycle ENDS at
dawn, when did the second day begin? Dawn! Surprise! The word morning there means
DAWN, a very short, very limited segment of time. There is no way to interpret this as Elder Z
has, considering the use of the Hebrew word Boqer, dawn.
You can make this rocket science, but it isn't. What I am presenting is so simple a child can
understand. Bro. Mack, step back and consider how ridiculous Elder Z's premise is....
Day begins at Night. Even though Genesis says that the light portion is called day and the dark
portion is called night, Day begins when it begins to get dark.
Brilliant, right? You believe that the Day follows Night, (Night/Day 1, Night/Day2, etc) which
would mean that when the sun sets this evening, it is tomorrow, but you call it Tonight. In
Scripture it is a Day/Night cycle, which means that when the sun sets today that is the beginning
of Tonight, and yesternight belongs to yesterday.
If Scripture is the Divinely Inspired Word of YHWH, why don't either of you believe anything it
says about the day?
Applying the Omer counting to this theory.
Elder Zaqantov mentioned that he would get to the counting of the Omer later. It appears that
now is that time. And the evidence from Scripture will do the same thing to his count to
Pentecost that has been done to all his other conclusions.
So we know from reading previously in Vayiqra 23:15-16 that
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15 And you shall count unto you from the morrow after the day of rest (mimacharat
hashabbat
), from the day that you brought the sheaf of the waving; seven

מ ִ מּ ָ חֳר ַ ת ה ַ שּׁ ַ בָּת
shabbats (Sheva Shabbatot ב ַ ע שׁ ַ בּ ָ תו ֹת
) shall
ֶ  שׁthere be complete (temimot – without
defect  ְ ;)מ ִ ימ ֹת16
תּeven unto [Even Unto is the way the underlying Hebrew would have

been translated if this were about space. But this is about TIME, not space, thus the translation
SHOULD BE While From. See below...] the morrow after the seventh shabbat (ad
mimacharat hashabbat hashevi’it
) shall you number

ע ַ ד מ ִ מּ ָ ח ֳ ר ַ ת ה ַ שּׁ ַ בּ ָ ת ה ַ שּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ ת
fifty days (tis’peru chamishim yom פּ;) ְ רוּ ח ֲ מ ִ שּׁ ִ ים יו ֹםand
ְ סyouִ תּshall present a new
meal-offering unto YHWH.
Some have pointed out that “ad” or “od” (Strong’s H-5704, H-5703) does NOT mean “FROM”
the morrow after the 7th Sabbath, but H-4480 DOES. Guess where THAT word is?

Leviticus 23:16 Even unto5704 the morrow4480, 4283 after the seventh7637 sabbath7676 shall
ye number5608 fifty2572 days;3117 and ye shall offer7126 a new2319 meat offering4503 unto
YHWH.3068

Look at what Strong’s says about H-5704 “whether of space (even unto) or time (during, while,
until)”. Leviticus 23:16 is about time, not space, so we’ve been applying the word in the wrong
manner all along. The Hebrew actually could be translated: WHILE FROM the morrow (after
the) seventh Sabbath (shall ye) number fifty days (and ye shall) offer a new meat offering (unto)
YHWH.
There are two ways to determine Chag HaShavu’ot.
1. Count seven Shabbatot or Shabbats and select the morrow after the seventh Shabbat.
2. Count 50 days.
Guffaw! Sorry, that slipped out. No, there is ONE way to determine Chag HaShavu'ot (aka
Pentecost). From wavesheaf you shall number SEVEN Sabbaths complete. When you get to the
seventh Sabbath you have the number 7, not 49 because you were NOT TOLD to number days from
wavesheaf. From the morrow after the 7th Sabbath you have the first day of the week, not the 50th
day because not only were you NOT told to number days from wavesheaf, if you WERE told to
number days from wavesheaf, you would have 52-54 days because you would have had to count
New Moon days since they ARE days, they are just not WEEK days, thus they were not numbered
when counting Sabbaths complete. That is why you have 7 (SEVEN) when you get to the 7th
Sabbath, not 49.
Here is the entire equation: From wavesheaf, count seven Sabbaths complete. From the morrow
after the seventh Sabbath, you shall number 50 days.
7 Sabbaths complete + 1 day (the morrow after 7th Sabbath) + 50 days = Chag HaShavu'ot. And I
can (and will) prove it THREE different ways. Two from Scripture, one from nature (which is the
first gospel).
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First, since Elder Zaqantov seems intent on hanging himself, and Bro. Mack seems content to sit by
and watch, I will let him present his "so-called evidence" then share with you, the ladies and
gentlemen of the jury, the truth.
So how would this work with the counting? We are going to experiment with this theory and see
if there is a way to make this work.
1. Count all Shabbats including the New Moon Shabbats.
New Moon
Shabbat
8
Shabbat
15
Shabbat1 22
Day 7
Shabbat2
29
Day 14
7
Day 21

14
Day 28

21
Day 35

28
Day 42

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

16
Day 1
23
Day 8
New moon

17
Day 2
24
Day 9

18
Day 3
25
Day 10

19
Day 4
26
Day 11

20
Day 5
27
Day 12

21
Day 6
28
Day 13

2
Day 16

3
Day 17

4
Day 18

5
Day 19

6
Day 20

9
Day 23

10
Day 24

11
Day 25

12
Day 26

13
Day 27

16
Day 30

17
Day 31

18
Day 32

19
Day 33

20
Day 34

23
Day 37

24
Day 38

25
Day 39

26
Day 40

27
Day 41

Day 36
Shabbat7

Shabbat8

New Moon

29
Day 43

30
Day 44

Shabbat
Day 45

Shabbat3
Day 15
Shabbat4
8
Day 22
Shabbat5
15
Day 29
Shabbat6
22

New Moon days are not Sabbaths. In fact, the New Moon is a third category of day, which Elder
Z made no accommodation for with this calendar model, so regardless of the outcome, the
calendar model is false. And the phrase "Sabbath's complete" in Hebrew means a complete 7
day week, this phrase would never included New Moon days even if they were considered
Sabbaths because they still fall outside the parameters of the seven day week.
The Sabbaths are not even the 7th day of the week, so this calendar model is little more than a
waste of time. Elder Z is saying that Lunar Sabbath keepers are counting things (New Moon
days as Sabbaths) we were not told to count, meaning that since he is already guilty of counting
things he was not told to count (days from wavesheaf), he wishes to drag Lunar Sabbatarians into
the morass to share his guilt. Lunar Sabbatarians have nothing to fear here because this is not
how we count the Omer, nor how we were instructed to count the Omer.
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Ok, we see that the morrow of the seventh Shabbat is only on day 44. Not quite 50. Ok lets try
another example.
Feel free to share how Lunar Sabbath keepers count to Pentecost. There is only ONE way to
correctly count to Shavu'ot, and nothing you have shared so far is how we were instructed to
count to this feast. Please do not make stuff up or slander us as you previously did.
2. Don’t count the New moon and intermediate Shabbats and still count 50 days.
New Moon
Shabbat
8
Shabbat
15
Shabbat1 22
Day 7
Shabbat2
29
Day 14

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

16
Day 1
23
Day 8

17
Day 2
24
Day 9

18
Day 3
25
Day 10

19
Day 4
26
Day 11

20
Day 5
27
Day 12

21
Day 6
28
Day 13

New moon

2
Day 15

3
Day 16

4
Day 17

5
Day 18

6
Day 19

9
Day 22

10
Day 23

11
Day 24

12
Day 25

13
Day 26

16
Day 29

17
Day 30

18
Day 31

19
Day 32

20
Day 33

23
Day 36

24
Day 37

25
Day 38

26
Day 39

27
Day 40

Shabbat

New Moon
2
Day 43

3
Day 44

4
Day 45

Shabbat3
7
Day 20

14
Day 27

21
Day 34

8
Day 21
Shabbat4
15
Day 28
Shabbat5
22
Day 35
Shabbat6

28
Day 41

29
Day 42

30

Shabbat7
5
Day 46

6
day 47

7
Day 48

8
Day 49

9
Day 50

Ok, don't count New Moons, we were not told to anyway, but what is an intermediate Sabbath?
You are still counting days from wavesheaf, which is not how Scripture tells us to count to this
Chag (feast), nor is it now Lunar Sabbath keepers count to Shavu'ot. You are still NOT putting
New Moon days (a third category of day) in a unique third position on the calendar and the
Sabbaths are not the 7th day of the week. If we are not doing this count correctly, the LEAST
you could do, if trying to correct us, is to accurately portray how we DO count to Pentecost.
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Now, we have gotten to Day 50 and morrow after the Seventh Shabbat but we had to skip
counting 3 days (2 new moons and a intermediate day) to make this work. [Oh, I see. Elder Z is
calling day 30 an intermediate Sabbath. It is a New Moon day, but not the first day of the month.
Elder Zaqantov, Bro, Mack, that is a New Moon day. It is NOT a Sabbath. We are told to
number Sabbaths complete. Lunar Sabbatarians do that, you have YET to do this. You continue
to count days from wavesheaf (Abib 16).] In other words, there is no way to count 50 and get to
the morrow after Shabbat unless you ignore days. [First of all, you were never told to number 50
days from wavesheaf, and if counting like we WERE instructed, we are TOLD to ignore New
Moon days because we were told to number Sabbaths complete, which is a 7 day work week.
New Moon days are not week days. So feel free to count like you were told, stop incorrectly
sharing with your readers how we count to Shavu'ot.] Nowhere in the Tanakh will you find the
skipping of counting days for Omer, New Moon or Shabbat. [Ha! Bro. Mack, the ignorance is
just coming out of Elder Z's pores at this point. You still on board with this?] This theory is
based up an idea that the Israelites kept a lunar week/shabbat purely the invention to make this
system work. Additionally, it took 9 complete shabbat to get to a 50 days which violates the 7
complete Shabbatot.
That is funny, when Lunar Sabbath keepers count to Shavu'ot, we only encounter 7 Sabbaths
complete. And if you wanna present what Lunar Sabbath keepers believe, try sharing the count
presented in Scripture....
1. These are weeks as reckoned on YHWH’s calendar, not the Gregorian (Roman Catholic)
calendar. Yah’s weeks do not count New Moon days.
2. If you will read the context of the passage, the 50 days are numbered from the morrow after
the seventh Sabbath, not from Wave Sheaf. Consider the following calendar…

2
9
wave sheaf > 16
23

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

2
9
16
23

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

2
morrow after >9
7th Sabbath
16
23

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

2
9
16
23

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28
47

1………….. 1st Month
8
15
22 <1st “Sabbath complete”
29 <2nd complete week
30
1…………… 2nd Month
8
<3rd complete week
15 <4th complete week
22 <5th complete week
29 <6th complete week
1………….. 3rd Month
8
<7th complete week
15
22
29
30
1………….. 4th Month
8
15
Feast of Weeks/Pentecost,
22
50 days from the morrow
29 <= after the Seventh Sabbath

Clearly, New Moon days are in blue, the work days are in black and the Sabbaths are in red.
Three categories of day, three distinct places on the calendar where one never falls into the
category of the other. New Moon days are not week days, so they are not listed as part of any 7
day week. They are listed here in the "7th" column, not because they are Sabbaths, rather
because they share some similarities with the Sabbath (special sacrifices, blowing of trumpets,
convocation at temple, etc.)
And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the
sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:
While from the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a
new meat offering unto YHWH. Leviticus 23:15-16.
Count the underlined days above. There are 50 days from the morrow after the 7th Sabbath.
Shavu'ot falls on the 29th day of the 4th month. It is a summer harvest. For the record,
Pentecost has two separate units of measure. Seven weeks are counted or completed and then
the 50 days are counted. If I am 5’9”, this count is 7 feet, 50 inches (so to speak). There is no
command in Leviticus 23 to begin the 50 day count at the same time as the seven week count
begins, it says to number 50 days from the morrow AFTER the seventh Sabbath complete.
It ain't rocket science.
Here are the other two ways to identify this particular feast. First from Scripture...
Exodus 19:1 says that the children of Israel arrived at Sinai on the 16th day of the third month.
Please read the context. This passage says that Israel arrived at the Wilderness of Sinai the
“same day” of [of the third] month that they left the land of Egypt [two months earlier]. If you’ll
remember, Israel got as far as Succoth the 15th, but actually left the land of Egypt the on the 16th.
Please read Numbers 33:3-6
Here is yet another witness that Israel arrived at Mt. Sinai on the 16th day of the third month:
And it happened in the first year of the exodus of the children of Israel out of Egypt, in the 3rd
month, on the 16th of this month, and YHWH spoke to Moshe saying: “Ascend to me here on the
mountain, and I will give to thee the two stone tablets of the law and the commandments; as I
have written them, thou shalt make them known.” Jubilees 1:1.
Israel's arrival date, the 16th of Sivan (the third month) is well past the date that Elder Zaqantov
calls the Feast of Weeks which occurs the 6th, 7th or 8th of Sivan (depending on who is counting).
Israel arrived at Sinai on the 16th which is the 1st day of the week and Moses was immediately
summoned up the mount. YHWH told Moses to go back down the mountain and to tell the
people to consecrate themselves for on the third day of the week (the 18th) He would come down
on the mount in a cloud...
And YHWH said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let
them wash their clothes,
And be ready against the third day: for the third day YHWH will come down in the sight of all
the people upon mount Sinai. Exodus 19:10-11
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Look at the context (verse 10). Today, tomorrow and the third day comprises the three days in
question. YHWH calls the 18th day of the month the third day. If the 18th is the third day, then
the 16th is the first day, proving that the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of this month were the
weekly seventh day Sabbath, but I digress...
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Count the underlined days. According to Exodus 24:1-12, the morning after the 18th, Moses
went up Mt. Sinai and was gone 40 days and 40 nights. Forty days and nights later, Aaron got
the date right (he was high priest, it was his duty to announce the feasts), just the wrong god.
Can a “summer” Pentecost be proven by either the Scripture or in the natural world?
Historical record—see Nehemiah 12:44. There are only three times in the year when Israel
was to bring a tithe of first fruits. Unleavened Bread, Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Harvest or
Tabernacles. Which feast time is Nehemiah in reference to here? Nehemiah 13:5 and 13:12
tells us that new wine and oil was also offered at this time. This is, by default, the tithe of Feast
of Weeks because the new wine and oil are summer harvests. Nehemiah 13:15 even records
that the sheaves were being brought in from the fields along with wine and grapes.
In Joel 2:15-19 and 2:24, he speaks of a time when wheat is still on the threshing floor while
new wine and new oil are in the vats. See also Haggai 1:10-11, Numbers 18:11-12. Early June
(the 6th of Sivan) is still the spring of the year. The grapes and olives are summer crops, not
spring. This is an issue that feast keepers must resolve.
The Natural world—it takes wheat more than 50 days to reach maturity. Now there are some
who say that the wheat spoken of for the Feast of Weeks is sown in the fall along with the barely
and matures a few weeks after the barley is harvested. And yes, this would permit a wheat
harvest on or about the 6th day of the third month. The problem with this theology is that there
are too many witnesses placing the wheat harvest in summer, late in the fourth month.
Nature: The compelling fact is that there are 2 types of wheat. Winter wheat is planted in late
fall and takes 7 months to mature (about early June), then there is spring wheat (planted in the
spring) which takes 4 months to mature. (< Remember this).
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Which one was planted in Exodus 9 and is referred to for Feast of Weeks? We agree that maybe
both types of wheat are now planted in the Middle East. But this doesn’t answer the second part
of the question above.
Scripture: Let’s examine Exodus 9:18-35 and the plague of hail that destroyed Egypt. In
verses 31-32 we will find our answer. The flax was ready to harvest and the barley was near
ready. Both crops were a total loss. When sown, winter wheat very quickly sends up a 4-6 inch
blade of grass which winters over, then as the days get longer and warmer, it begins to mature.
The wheat was not destroyed in the plague of hail because it was “not grown up”. The Hebrew
for this phrase means hidden or in the dark. By calculating the time between plagues, the hail
fell on or about the 10th day of Abib. The significance of this is that the wheat in question had
just been sown a short time before the plague and had not yet germinated. It was hidden in the
dark, buried in the earth.
This phrase “hidden in the dark” does not mean that the wheat grass was dark green (not ready to
harvest) and somehow survived the hail. Scripture does not permit this understanding. At the
time of the barley harvest, winter wheat would already be sending up stalks. Said another way, it
would be very much above ground. If in doubt, notice that “every herb of the field” was also
smitten, Exodus 9:22-25. Strong’s concordance (H# 6212) says that this word herb means “to
glisten (or be green); grass (or any tender shoot): grass, herb.” If the winter wheat had not yet
sent up a stalk, it was certainly in grass form, and therefore would have been destroyed by the
hail. The Torah says that the wheat was not destroyed. So what wheat was used for Feast of
Weeks? Regardless of what type is traditionally held, this wheat is indisputably spring wheat.
Now that we have established that the ancient wheat crop was planted in Spring followed by a
Summer harvest, would you like to see if I can provide any other witnesses?
Speaking of the ancient Near East, The Historical Atlas of the Bible, page 11, says this…
“Cereals were the main agricultural crops, as wheat and barley are indigenous to the region.
Barley was a currency in Mesopotamia as early as 2000 BC. Modern bread wheat is a hybrid
crop, but the ancient native emmer wheat is still grown widely as it is much hardier.”
Do you suppose that emmer wheat was also planted in ancient Egypt?
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmer says: “Emmer [Triticum dicoccum] had a
special place in ancient Egypt, where it was the main wheat cultivated in
Pharaonic times….”
Care to guess when emmer wheat is planted and harvested? Early Spring,
and amazingly it is harvested 16-20 weeks [4-5 months] after being sown.
Which can be learned here: www.bountifulgardens.org/Wheat-Red-EmmerOrganic/productinfo/GWH-7525/.
http://archaeology.about.com/od/eterms/qt/Emmer-Wheat.htm says this:
“The earliest evidence of the use of emmer wheat is from the site of Ohalo
II, where hunter-gatherers collected wild emmer [thousands of] years ago, on the shore of the sea
of Galilee in what is today Israel.”
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Friends, I’m not smart enough to make this up. Would you consider what I’ve presented above
to be something akin to rocket science, or something a 5-6 year old child COULD have read and
understood? As I have been saying, the truth is so simple a child can understand.
Nature is far from finished weighing in on this subject. The rye was also not smitten along with
the wheat in Exodus 9:32. As any farmer knows, and one farmer in particular that I know who
caught this and brought it to my attention, rye is planted in the fall and WOULD have been
destroyed by a hail storm in the spring.
The underlying Hebrew word translated as rye is spelt or fitches. Spelt is also planted in the fall,
so this can also be ruled out as it would have been destroyed by the hail also. However, fitches
(vetch or black cumin) IS planted in the spring after the last frost and it is native to northern
Africa meaning it would have been planted in Egypt in Exodus 9:32. Scholars admit that “rye”
is a bad translation for this verse. Naturally, spelt would have been an equally bad translation, so
it should have been translated as fitches, which are sown in early spring and harvested 4 months
later, JUST like spring wheat. Regarding vetch or black cumin:
“Throughout its history, and still to this day, this spice is harvested by hand which takes place
about 4 months after sowing.” http://www.bespokespices.com/cumin-plant.html
But don’t take my word for it. Judges 15:1-5 says that Samson not only destroyed the wheat,
but the vineyards and olives as well. Feast keepers say that this took place at Feast of Weeks.
There are no grapes or olives in early June (the first week of the third month on YHWH’s
calendar is when Elder Zaqantov wants you to observe his feast, 50 days after wavesheaf).
Acts 2:1, 13 says that the disciples were accused of being drunk with new wine after Pentecost
had “fully come.” These men knew that there was new wine available otherwise there would be
no basis for this claim. Peter doesn’t correct their agricultural assessment, but simply says that
they were not drunk as supposed. There is no new wine in early June, but there is at Pentecost.
Regarding the barley harvest, when they came into the land, they were to harvest a handful and
bring YHWH a wave sheaf offering, Leviticus 23:10-11. This would have been barley planted
by the Canaanites because Israel didn’t cross the Jordan until the 10th of Abib, Joshua 4:19.
After wave sheaf (the 16th of Abib) they were to number seven Sabbaths complete (and then
some, but let’s stop here for now).
Now Exodus 23:16 (part of the perpetual covenant) says that the first fruits of the wheat harvest
would be that which Israel had sown in the field. They did not arrive in the land promised to
Abraham until Abib, the first month. If they were to offer a “new meat” offering at the Feast of
Weeks and this had to be from their labors that Israel had sown in the field, then they would have
had to plant spring wheat after they arrived in the land in the first month. It is a physical
impossibility for this wheat to mature in 50 days (early in the third month). Do you suppose they
brought emmer wheat out of Egypt with them?
In order to have a “new meat” offering (in compliance with the covenant) after they numbered 7
Sabbaths complete they had to count 50 more days from the morrow after the 7th Sabbath. They
could not have counted a mere 50 days from Wave Sheaf itself. Pay careful attention below for
this alone proves that the final count to “Pentecost” begins after the 7th Sabbath.
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Do you remember when I asked you to remember that it takes 4 months for spring wheat to
mature? This event recorded below took place in the month of Abib, shortly after Passover when
the man from Galilee cleared the temple the first time, John 2:13-16. After an evening meeting
with Nicodemus (3:1-21), he headed to Judea for a short visit with John who was in that region
(3:22-36), then headed toward Galilee, (4:1-3). On the way, the carpenter from Nazareth,
exhausted by the quick trip, stopped in Samaria to rest (4:4) where he encountered a woman at
the well, (4:7-26). Later when his disciples had returned with food, they said, …Master, eat.
But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of.
Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat?
Yahushua saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His
work. Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you,
Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. John 4:31-35
It was the first month when Yahushua made this statement! Wheat is white when it is
ready to harvest! From the beginning of Abib to the end of the 4th month, is four months.
When the disciples turned around, all they saw were little spikes of green because the wheat had
just been planted, however Yahushua spoke of a harvest of souls, not the wheat. Without
question, this precludes “Pentecost” from occurring in early June.
According to the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture it takes 110-120 days for spring wheat to mature.
Since this wheat was probably planted on or about the first work day of spring (Abib 2), if you
count the underlined days below, from the 2 day of the first month to the preparation day of
Chag HaChavu'ot, you have 116 days. Does 116 fall between 110-120?
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For the record, the Chag HaShavu'ot that Elder Zaqantov and Bro. Mack want you to observe is
the Catholic version. Chag HaShavu'ot is the Hebrew name, but 50 days after wavesheaf is the
papacy's attempt to time the count to Pentecost. This is the ONLY feast listed in Leviticus 23
that is not given a specific date. There is a reason for this. Rather than a date, an equation is
given. And as long as you are using a pagan/papal/Roman/man-made/solar-only calendar you
will NEVER find and accurately observe this feast. This feast's equation is a speed bump that
identifies and eliminates all false calendars. The ONLY way to meet YHWH when He
commanded us to observe this feast is to use the Creation Calendar He established.
Lunar Sabbatarians do that. Elder Z and Bro. Mack do not. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury,
what say you?
When was the Moon created in Bereshit/Genesis chapter 1?
Bereshit/Genesis 1:16-19
16 And Elohim made the two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to
rule the night; and the stars. 17 And Elohim set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light
upon the earth, 18 and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the
darkness; and Elohim saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, a
fourth day.
So, the Moon was created on the fourth day and not the first day. [Wrong on both counts. It was
created on the New Moon segment of the first month of earth's history when YHWH created the
HEAVENs and earth. That YHWH lit the sun on the first day of Creation week proves that
neither of the two great lights were created on the 4th day. Furthermore, the Hebrew word for
create from scratch (bara) is found nowhere in association with the 4th day of Creation week.
The Hebrew word used is asah, which means advanced upon or appointed. YHWH give the sun
and moon their job description on that day, nothing else. Face it Elder Z, Bro. Mack, Time
began on earth in Genesis 1:1, not Genesis 1:14. The sun, moon and stars are the calendar and
clock in the heavens. Proof that time could NOT have begun on the 4th day of creation is the
fact that the week days are counted off. And, as mentioned before, no lunar month ever began
without a New Moon day, the first one is no exception, and the ONLY segment of time that is
NOT considered week day during Creation is Genesis 1:1-2. Viola! New Moon.] So, what was
the Shabbat day of creation? Lets read it.
Bereshit/Genesis 2:1-3
1 And the heaven and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day
Elohim finished His work which He had made; and He rested (vayish’vat
) on the

יּו ֹםבּ ַה ַ שּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ י

ו ַ יּ ִ שׁ ְ בּ ֹת

seventh day (bayom hashevi’i
) from all His work which He had made. 3
And Elohim blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it; because that in it He rested from all His
work which Elohim in creating had made.
So Elohim rested on the seventh day [of the week]. After the moon was created [advanced
upon or appointed] on the fourth day [of the week], and made its first appearance he did not
count rest on the 7th days later not counting its appearance. He rested three days later. Later he
tells them this is also the shabbat day.
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For a Karaite to completely ignore or mistranslate the underlying Hebrew is dumbfounding. I
will not repeat what I have already written other than to say that Elder Zaqantov does err, not
knowing the Scriptures.
Sure, the Sabbath was 3 days after the 4th day of Creation week, but the sun, moon and stars
were not "created" on day 4. They were created and put into motion as part of the "heaven and
earth" package created (bara) in Genesis 1:1-2. They started moving immediately because time
began at that very moment. For this reason, after YHWH lit the sun (illuminating the moon) on
the first day of Creation week there were suddenly DAYS that could be numbered (day/night,
day/night, day/night...) up to and beyond the 4th day of the week as they have done ever since.
Please note that the New Moon segment in Genesis 1:1-2 showed no visible moon (as a
precursor to and example of every New Moon to follow) exactly as I have presented the Creation
Calendar in this rebuttal.
Nature does not lie, men do.
Shemot/Exodus 31:13-17
12 And YHWH spoke unto Moses, saying: 13 'Speak you also unto the children of Israel, saying:
Verily you shall keep My Sabbaths (Shabbatotay
), for it is a sign between Me and
you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am YHWH who sanctify you. 14
You shall keep the sabbath therefore, for it is holy unto you; every one that profane it shall surely
be put to death; for whosoever does any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his
people. 15 Six days shall work be done; but on the seventh day is a sabbath of solemn rest,
(ubayom hashevi’i shabbat shabbaton
) holy to YHWH;
whosoever does any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 16 Wherefore the
children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for
a perpetual covenant. 17 It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel for ever; for in six
days YHWH made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He ceased [from work] (ubayom
hashevi’i shavat
) and rested.' {S}
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Just like in the story of Bereshit/Genesis it states that Elohim rested on the seventh day [of the
week] and that day is Shabbat not some counting from the new Moon.
New Moon days are not week days. They ARE days of the month, but not included in the week,
thus the first Sabbath (the 7th day of the week) is the 8th (EIGHTH) day of the month....
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Elder Z keeps SAYING that the Sabbath was not counted from New Moon, but he has yet to
offer any evidence that this is so. I could SAY that the sky was green, and perhaps even
persuade some weaker men who are more willing to be led than to study for themselves, but the
sky is still blue, regardless of what I believe or how many people I convince that it is green.
Truthseekers require evidence Bro. Mack, so, why did you fall for this poorly presented article
against the Lunar Sabbath and calendar of YHWH? If the weekly Sabbath was NOT linked to
the moon, please explain why EVERY weekly Sabbath that can be date identified in both the OT
and NT fall on the 8th, 15th, 22nd or 29th days of the month, without a single exception?
Elder Z, Bro. Mack, this is called evidence. Elder Z has made a clumsy attempt to disprove the
Lunar Sabbath, but he has not offered a shred of evidence that satyrday is the Sabbath. And if he
does (and even if he doesn't) I will later go nuclear on any notion that satyrday is the weekly
Sabbath. The evidence destroys this notion from every angle and leaves no wiggle room for any
satyrday Sabbath apologist to offer even a single whimper in support. So either the evidence is
that strong against satyrday being the Sabbath, or satyrday is that weak of a substitute for the true
Sabbath of YHWH. Take your pick.
So what are the problems with the Lunar Shabbat Calendar?
1. Forced to fit the Omer counting and still does meet both counts together.
1. Let's see. Count seven Sabbaths. Check
2. Go to the morrow after the seventh Sabbath. Check
3. From the morrow after the seventh Sabbath, number 50 days. Check
4. Ends in the summer with the olive and grape harvest. Check
Nope, looks like we have all the counts covered. Ends on the 29th day of the 4th month, which
is the date that 2 different counts (Exodus 24:18-Exodus 32 and Leviticus 23:15-16) as well as
one in nature brings us to. Why, what day does your count end on? The 6th day of the third
month (+/- a day)? And that date will stand up to the evidence I have already offered above?
Bro. Mack, what say you?
2. Exodus 12/Numbers 33 show that the 15th was not a Shabbat. The burdens were loaded
as they left on the 15th day.
But Leviticus 23:6-11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15 prove that it WAS the weekly Sabbath.
YHWH knew that it was and the Death Angel passed over on the night of Abib 14, not breaking
the Sabbath hours, but ISRAEL did not know it was a Sabbath (yet).
There can be no contradictory evidence in Scripture and it still be the Divinely Inspired Word of
YHWH. So, what evidence CAN we glean from Exodus 12 and Numbers 33? They both say
that Israel was released from bondage on the 15th day of the first month. That is the ONLY
evidence given. If Israel did not learn about the Sabbath until Exodus 16, how can they be guilty
of breaking a Sabbath a month earlier in Exodus 12? If you do not know it is a sin, it is not yet a
sin against you. Everyone knows that. Elder Zaqantov said that Israel was introduced to the
Sabbath in Exodus 16. Please explain how this rules against the Lunar Sabbath.
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3. Joshua 5 account shows 15th on the Morrow after the Shabbat not on the Shabbat..
Laugh. Only if you can prove they were eating new grain on the 15th. Considering that the
verse outright says they ate the OLD grain of the land on that day, feel free to apologize for using
this as evidence against the Lunar Sabbath. Elder Z, you have no usable evidence here, other
than to prove that you are either a fool, have an agenda or have been brainwashed.
4. Creation week moon isn’t visible /created until 4th day but Shabbat still on seventh day.
(Eye roll). Yeah, right. Please explain the LACK of any Hebrew word that says the moon was
"created" from nothing on the 4th day. Please explain why the sun was lit on day 1 of the week
(and immediately began counting off days/nights)? Please share with the ladies and gentlemen
of the jury why a Karaite knows so little about the Hebrew Scriptures?
5. Counting the Shabbat, intermediate days, and new moon as one day violates the
definition of a day in Torah.
I suppose that would be a true statement, but no one is doing this. Ezekiel 46:1, Isaiah 66:23,
Amos 8:5 and II Kings 4:23 all prove that the New Moon days are not week days or Sabbaths.
They are in fact a third category of day. The New Moon days, whether one or two are
individually counted, as NEW MOON days, not Sabbaths. The ONLY New Moon day that is
called a Sabbath (annual Sabbath) is Feast of Trumpets.
6. New moon while set apart for offerings and used in some prophecies it is never called a
Shabbat directly. We know that the Spring Holy Days are not Shabbatot even though
they have a restriction for work.
True, Feast of Trumpets is not a Shabbat (H7676), which is the Hebrew for weekly Sabbath, but
used to define Sabbaths that are NOT weekly Sabbaths. But it is true that no New Moon is ever
referred to as a Shabbat, only a Shabbaton (H7677) which defines the New Moon of the seventh
month as an annual Sabbath day.
7.

No mention of the New Moon as an appointed time in Lev. 23 with the exception of
Yom Teruah.

Correct.
8. The New Moon with the Shabbat on the 29th and some months a 30th shabbat creates a
Shavua which is more than seven days and violates the sheva/shavua connection.
It was only a matter of time before Elder Zaqantov trotted out this tired old accusation.
New Moon days are NOT week days. EVERY week in Scripture and EVERY week observed by
Lunar Sabbath keepers are 7 (seven) days long, without exception.
Elder Z, you would do well to understand what New Moon is, where it falls in the month and
calendar, and understand that it is NOT POSSIBLE for New Moon days to fall during the work
week. Please read Ezekiel 46:1. The gates are shut on all six work days, but open on New
Moon and Sabbath.
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Last month (as of this writing), New Moon was on a thursday. If the tabernacle were still here
and I asked you, “Would the gates have been open or shut?”, how would you answer? If you say
open because it is New Moon, I would respond that thursday is a work day, they must be shut. If
you agreed, “Of course thursday is a work day, they must be shut.” I’d reply, “But friend, it is
New Moon, they must be open.” Bro. Mack, Elder Zaqantov has no correct answer because he is
applying a pagan/papal/Roman/solar-only/man-made calendar to this Scriptural calendar event.
Amos 8:5, Isaiah 66:23 and II Kings 4:23 also prove that the days of set-apart convocation
(Sabbaths and New Moon days) belong in separate categories, apart from the six common work
days.
So what is the problem with using this theory for today? [There are no problems using this
calendar model because it is not merely a theory. It is a proven fact in Scripture, nature and the
historical record. It is not my fault that you have been fed and chose to believe lies, fables and
the traditions of men.] We know as we read earlier that the Shabbat is a sign for his (sic-His)
People. By following this theory which I have shown is forced to make it work and stretches
scripture to conform to rules for the appointed times, you are violating Shabbat and bring the
death penalty upon yourself and removing the sign of the shabbat from you. (sic--one must
wonder if Elder Z passed high school English.)
I understand what he is saying, but it was written so poorly that I...well, never mind. Yes, the
Sabbath is a sign for His people. We are forcing nothing, taking Scripture for face value, ink on
the page. I have already shown the ladies and gentlemen of the jury who is forcing their own
theology upon the text, and while we are certainly violating the satyrday Sabbath laws, we are
not violating a single jot or tittle of the laws regarding the Sabbath of Scripture.
And this seems a good enough place as any to openly debunk the satyrday Sabbath myth. Fasten
your seat belts. This is going to be quite a ride. If satyrday is the Sabbath, the evidence below
should NOT be available to me, much less provably true. And while Elder Z will disagree with
me, he will NOT be able to disprove what I am sharing. In no particular order...
As shared: Abib 10 is the day to purchase a lamb if you don't already own one. Abib 10 floats
on the Roman calendar. The 14th day of Abib is always the preparation day for the Sabbath of
Unleavened Bread. Abib 14 also floats on the current calendar. The fact is that the 10th, 14th
and 16th of Abib are commanded work days. The barley could be harvested on the 16th only
after the Wave Sheaf had been offered, Leviticus 23:9-14. If there is a continuous, uninterrupted
7 day cycle, and satyrday is the weekly Sabbath, every few years either the 10th, 14th or 16th
will fall on a satyrday. How is this possible? Evidence: Abib 10 fell on a satyrday in 2003. The
14th fell on satyrday in 2004, 2008, 2011 and 2018. Abib 16 fell on a satyrday in 2002, 2006,
and 2009. There is no legislation provided to do these tasks a day early or late in case these days
"just happen" to fall on the Sabbath. These work dates are fixed; they never fell on a Sabbath.
Furthermore, YHWH never instructed Israel to do common work on a rest day.
The battle of Jericho was a 7 day event. Every able bodied Israelite male took with him every
available weapon at his disposal. The priests even carried with them the sacred Ark of the
Covenant. In this battle/siege, Israel is on the offensive, they are the aggressors. Read the
account in Joshua 6. Only Joshua knew it would be a 7 day affair, the men were told they would
attack when Joshua gave them the signal. These soldiers were marching around Jericho for 7
days in attack mode, on a full tilt adrenalin rush, not knowing for sure when the signal would
come. Which day was the Sabbath?
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Did YHWH ever send Israel into battle on the Sabbath? The battle of Jericho is more a calendar
statement than it is about the conquest of Canaan. How do I know this? Simple. Israel had
JUST come out of the wilderness after a 40 year sojourn, having to relearn the law (including the
Sabbath) of Yah. Do you suppose that the VERY first thing YHWH commanded Israel to do
would be to break the Sabbath with a 7 day siege? If the Sabbath is every seventh day in an
unbroken cycle, then ONE of the days Israel marched around Jericho had to have been the
weekly Sabbath. You think about this. If you are interested in knowing how they took Jericho
WITHOUT breaking the Sabbath, look at the calendar model below. It is so simple a child can
figure it out.
And it was in the second month, on the first day of the month, that YHWH said to Joshua, Rise
up, behold I have given Jericho into thy hand with all the people thereof; and all your fighting
men shall go round the city, once each day, thus shall ye do for six days.
And on the seventh day they went round the city seven times, and the priests blew upon trumpets.
Jasher 88:14, 17
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Second witness: There is another 7 day skirmish in I Kings 20. Here is an excerpt…
And it came to pass at the return of the year, that Benhadad numbered the Syrians, and went up
to Aphek, to fight against Israel.
And the children of Israel were numbered, and were all present, and went against them: and the
children of Israel pitched before them like two little flocks of kids; but the Syrians filled the
country.
And there came a man of Elohim, and spake unto the king of Israel, and said, “Thus saith
YHWH, Because the Syrians have said, ‘YHWH is Elohim of the hills, but He is not Elohim of the
valleys,’ therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know that I
am YHWH.”
And they pitched one over against the other seven days. And so it was, that in the seventh day
the battle was joined: and the children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred thousand
footmen in one day. I Kings 20:26-29
On the Sabbath, Israel was commanded to go to the tabernacle to worship. Here, the men are in
the field, pitched against the enemy, and after 6 days of posturing, the battle is joined on the
seventh day of a 7 day sequence, followed by a great slaughter. This battle was attended by a
man of Yah, who came with a message of encouragement from YHWH. So this battle was a
sanctioned event. But does YHWH EVER break, bend or ignore His own law? No. Clearly this
battle also began on New Moon.
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Here is a calendar model that permits this 7 day battle to take place without breaking the law…
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There is no way to accommodate either of these historical battles on a calendar that has
uninterrupted seven day weeks. So, how is satyrday the Sabbath of Scripture?
Scholars have generally agreed that the only dates that the crucifixion could have taken place
was A.D. 30, 31 or 33. The reason for these years is that there are other historical events that
took place at known dates that must be taken into consideration and placed in the timeline of the
events in the NT. Passover was a lunar event, the 14th day of the first lunar month. The moon's
phases are not a secret and the lunar cycle can be determined in either the past or future with a
great deal of accuracy. Any moon phase calculator will tell you that...
Passover would have been on the pagan we-day in 27 A.D.
It would have been on the pagan mo-day in 28 A.D.
On the pagan su-day in 29 A.D.
On the pagan th-day in 30 A.D.
On the pagan tuesday in 31 A.D.
On the pagan su-day in 32 A.D.
And on the pagan th-day in 33 A.D.
What this proves is that there were no fri-sat-sun weekend Passovers on ANY of the dates
between 27 and 33 A.D. covering all the suspected years of the crucifixion. And the day after
Passover in the year of the crucifixion was most certainly the weekly Sabbath, see Mark 15:42,
Luke 23:54-56, John 19:31, which means that if satyrday is the Sabbath, friday would have been
Passover. But there are no fri-sat-sun crucifixion weekends available. This proves that the
pagan planetary week was not employed by Israel in the first century. They observed the Lunarsolar calendar established at Creation, a fact corroborated by historians and proved in Scripture.
Satyrday is a day of the pagan/papal calendar, not the Hebrew calendar. If satyrday is the
weekly Sabbath, then how come there was no satyrday on the Roman calendar in the first
century? How come there are 3 speed bumps in the Father's calendar that exclude satyrday from
being the weekly Sabbath? How come there are not one, but TWO 7 day battles in Scripture?
War was never waged on the Sabbath in Scriptural times. Elder Z, Bro. Mack, you both
ASSUME that satyrday (the seventh day of the pagan/papal calendar) is the Sabbath now, and
you ASSUME that this extends not only from the first century, but all the way back to creation.
And yet, as I just showed you above, there are no fri-sat-sun crucifixion weekends to be found
ANYWHERE on the Roman calendar in the first century. There is a secondary reason for that.
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In the first century, Rome had an 8 day market calendar week, not a seven day week. Satyrday
did not appear on the official Roman calendar until 321 A.D., so “satyrday” was FAR from well
established as a day on the Roman (much less Hebrew) calendar in the NT times.
Here is a copy of an actual first century Roman calendar. The 8 day week was designated as
follows: A-B-C-D-E-F-G-H.

In the first century, Rome observed an 8
(EIGHT) day calendar week. Below left is an
enlarged excerpt of the first century Roman
calendar (above). Please note that at that time,
the pagan months of january and april had 29
days instead of 31 and 30 days (respectively)
that they consist of now.
To assume that Israel observed the pagan seven
day planetary week in the first century when
Rome themselves did not is sheer lunacy.
Rome did not officially adopt the seven day
planetary week until A.D. 321 when Emperor
Constantine became a “christian”. Until that
time, saturn’s day was the FIRST day of the
pagan seven day planetary week, not the
seventh.
Below is a sketch of the pagan planetary week,
circa 100 B.C.
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saturn’s day, sun’s day, moon’s day, mars’ day, mercury’s day, jupiter’s day, venus’ day
The sketch above came from the clay calendar tablet pictured below. Rome ruled the world in
the first century B.C., thus the Roman numerals, but this is not a Roman calendar. This is the
pagan seven day planetary week as it existed from 800-600 B.C., until A.D. 321 when
Constantine venerated the day of the sun. You see, Constantine worshiped Mithra, the Persian
version of the sun god. He did not want the day of the sun taking a back seat to saturn, so when
he venerated the day of the sun all he did was bump satyrday from the coveted #1 position in the
week all the way to the seventh day, which was vacated by all the other days moving up one
position in the weekly cycle, permitting the sun’s day to hold the preeminent first day position.
You see, the dirty little secret is out.
Satyrday was not the seventh day of the
week anywhere on the planet until A.D.
321, and then by virtue of Constantine,
not the Creator Almighty, so it certainly
was NOT the Sabbath of Israel at any
time in earth’s history, yet this is the
day Elder Z is defending as the weekly
Sabbath.
So, Elder Z, Bro. Mack, if Israel had
been using the 7 day planetary week in
the first century, are you ever going to
produce any evidence to support your
conclusion? Rome certainly wasn't. In
the first century, the Julian calendar consisted of a repeating 8 day market week, that was later
set aside for a seven day week in A.D. 321 when Constantine adopted the pagan planetary week.
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Elder Zaqantov's arguments are mere words until he backs them up with facts. It's OK, don't be
frightened. Facts have never hurt anyone....well, unless you reject or ignore them.
Exodus 12, 16 and 19 reveal that the Sabbaths fell on the 15th of the month for three consecutive
months. This is not possible if satyrday is the Sabbath.
Exodus 12 reveals that Israel was released from bondage on Abib 15, the 15th day of the first
month. It is not called a Sabbath in Exodus 12, but later Scripture does reveal the nature of this
day. Leviticus 23:4-8 shows us that Passover (Abib 14) is preparation day for Abib 15, the
Sabbath of Unleavened Bread. Some say that Abib 21 is also a Sabbath, but this is not the case.
The evidence is that the 15th of the first month is the weekly Sabbath; Scripture is not saying that
the 21st is an annual Sabbath at all. Consider the following.
The first day of the feast and the “seventh day” [of the week in context] are one and the same.
The 21st is the 6th day of the week and of course the 7th day of a seven day feast, but….
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…the “seventh day” of Unleavened Bread is also spoken of in Exodus 13:6 and is called a Chag
(H2282) which is used 62 times in Scripture and is only used to refer to the pilgrimage feast days
(found in Exodus 23:14-17), in this case, Abib 15. It is not referring to the last day of the feast,
rather the first. This Chag can only be the 15th of Abib. See also Deuteronomy 5:12-15 and
Leviticus 23:6-8.
The Sabbath commandment in Exodus 20 is linked to Creation week. The 4th commandment
listed in Deuteronomy 5 is linked to the deliverance of Israel. That date was the 15th of Abib.
I submit to you that this “seventh day” is Abib 15, and it is not only an annual Sabbath, but a
weekly Sabbath as well. There are no back to back Sabbaths in Scripture. The 15th is without
question a Sabbath, meaning that the 22nd of the first month is also a Sabbath. If the 21st is an
annual Sabbath, there would be two Sabbaths back to back, and there would be no preparation
day for the second Sabbath of the two. Common sense, right?
Exodus 16 is the first place where the word “Sabbath” is used in Scripture. In the first verse,
YHWH is speaking to Moses and Aaron on the 15th day of the 2nd month and gives them what
turns out to be a simple math equation. From day 15 add 6 days of manna = 21. Next day
(22nd) is the Sabbath.
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Israel was to collect one portion of manna from the 16th to the 20th and a double portion on the
21st because the morrow was the Sabbath. If the 22nd is a Sabbath, so is the 15th (as well as the
8th and the 29th. The first day of the month is new moon day, not a Sabbath.
Exodus 19:1 also proves that the children of Israel arrived at Sinai on the 16th day of the third
month. Please read the context. Moses indicates that the children of Israel rested at Rephidim
the 15th of the third month. The root word for Rephidim means “rest” and this passage says that
they arrived at the Wilderness of Sinai the “same day” of this month that they left Egypt (two
months earlier). If you’ll remember, Israel got as far as Succoth the 15th, and actually left Egypt
the on the 16th. Numbers 33:3-6. So Israel arrived at Sinai on the 16th and Moses was
immediately summoned up the mount. YHWH told Moses to go back down the mountain and to
tell the people to consecrate themselves for on the third day of the week (the 18th) He would
come down on the mount in a cloud, Exodus 19:10-11.
If the 18th is the third day, then the 16th is the first day, meaning that they were “resting” in
Rephidim on the Sabbath, the 15th, which is the weekly Sabbath.
Looks like this:
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Amazing isn’t it? There is always harmony in the truth.
In order to have a lunar Sabbath, you must have a lunar “week”. Philo, the first century Hebrew
historian, lived from 20 B.C. to 50 A.D., so he was alive before, during and after the events of
the NT. Did Philo link the Sabbath or the “week” with the phases of the moon? The answer is
yes, in fact the lunar week and lunar Sabbath are the only week or Sabbath mentioned in Philo’s
writings. Notice that the number seven, the weeks, the Sabbath and the moon are all linked
together in Philo’s writings.
In Allegorical Interpretation, 1 IV (8), it says… “Again, the periodical changes of the moon,
take place according to the number seven, that star having the greatest sympathy with the things
on earth. And the changes which the moon works in the air, it perfects chiefly in accordance
with its own configurations on each seventh day. At all events, all mortal things, as I have said
before, drawing their more divine nature from the heaven, are moved in a manner which tends to
their preservation in accordance with this number seven. … Accordingly, on the seventh day,
Elohim caused to rest from all his works which he had made.” …
Notice that Philo says the moon is perfect in its shape or appearance at seven day intervals. Had
a Hebrew speaking Israelite written this he would have said “it perfects chiefly in accordance
with its own configurations on each Sabbath day instead of each “seventh” day because
elsewhere in his writings, Philo identifies that when he mentions the seventh day [of the week]
he is speaking of the Sabbath.
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Oh, and Elder Zaqantov, Bro. Mack, I'm not done yet. You tried to disprove the Lunar Sabbath,
now sit down and accept the reward of your folly. Continuing on with Philo:
The Decalogue XXX (159), “But to the seventh day of the week he has assigned the greatest
festivals, those of the longest duration, at the periods of the equinox both vernal and autumnal in
each year; appointing two festivals for these two epochs, each lasting seven days; the one which
takes place in the spring being for the perfection of what is being sown, and the one which falls
in autumn being a feast of thanksgiving for the bringing home of all the fruits which the trees
have produced”…
Let’s look carefully at what Philo is saying. To the seventh day of the week He [the Father
above] has assigned the greatest festivals, in other words the greatest (longest) festivals have
been assigned to the seventh day of the week. Philo, keeping the same luni-solar calendar
established in Scripture, calls the first day of each of these seven day feasts the “seventh day of
the week”. Scripture says that both of the seven day feasts (Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles)
begin on the 15th day of their respective months. See Leviticus 23:5-6 and 23:34. Friend, the
seventh day of the week is the Sabbath, is it not? It is the seventh day of the week EVERY year.
If the 15th is the weekly Sabbath, so are the 8th, 22nd and 29th days of the month.
In other words, Philo is saying the weekly Sabbath begins these feasts, and is on the 15th. This
proves the Sabbaths by the lunar calendar is true and the Gregorian false because there is no way
the weekly Sabbath can begin these two festivals on the 15th in the 1st and 7th month each year,
on a continuous seven day cycle presented by the Gregorian calendar we have today.
Speaking of “lunar” intervals, in Special Laws I. (178), Philo writes, "…there is one principle of
reason by which the moon waxes and wanes in equal intervals, both as it increases and
diminishes in illumination; the seven lambs because it receives the perfect shapes in periods of
seven days—the half-moon in the first seven day period after its conjunction with the sun, full
moon in the second; and when it makes its return again, the first is to half-moon, then it ceases
at its conjunction with the sun.” [All emphasis supplied by Troy Miller.]
The half-moon (first quarter moon) announces the first Sabbath of the month. It is the seventh
day of the week, naturally, but this is the 8th day of the month. New moon day is not counted
against the week. The full moon rising at the end of the 14th day of the month announces the 15th
as the second Sabbath of the month.
Philo gives a second witness in On Mating with the Preliminary Studies, XIX (102)…
“For it is said in the Scripture: On the tenth day of this month let each of them take a sheep
according to his house; in order that from the tenth, there may be consecrated to the tenth, that
is to Elohim, the sacrifices which have been preserved in the soul, which is illuminated in two
portions out of the three, until it is entirely changed in every part, and becomes a heavenly
brilliancy like a full moon, at the height of its increase at the end of the second week”.
Please let what Philo just said sink in. His readers in those days understood that the weeks were
by the moon, same as in Scripture, and that at the end of the second week there would be a full
moon. This statement needs no interpretation and is impossible to misunderstand. The weeks
and Sabbath are lunar in Philo's writings. He does not link the pagan satyrday to the Hebrew
Sabbath.
64

And finally, OK, I admit it, Israel worshiped on satyrday. But it isn't what you think. But you
have borne the tabernacle of your moloch [king] and Chiun your images, the star of your god
which you made for yourselves. Amos 5:26. Chiun is the Hebrew word for saturn. But that
does not mean their worship was acceptable to YHWH. In this verse Amos sees a day where
Israel worships a star-god that they would make for themselves which means that Israel would
have been in apostasy at the time.
Stephen, in Acts 7:43, quotes Amos and is translated as Remphan, which is Greek for
saturn. Satyrday is a day found exclusively on the pagan seven day planetary week of a calendar
designed for the express purpose of worshipping false gods.. Satyrday was the first day (not the
seventh) of this pagan calendar week from at least 600 B.C. and perhaps further back. The
Father’s calendar is found in the sun and moon (the two great lights), not in the planets.
Why am I spelling it satyrday instead of saturn’s day? Because saturn and the satyr are both
linked to the same false system of worship.
Do this word study with your concordance. Isaiah 13:21 says… But wild beasts of the
desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall
dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there.
The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the
satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a
place of rest. Isaiah 34:14

In both cases, the Hebrew word here translated as satyr is Strong’s H8163.
It would seem that the Father stopped Israel’s satyrday observance early on. Speaking to Israel
after their deliverance from Egypt, YHWH said… And they shall no more offer their sacrifices
unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them
throughout their generations. Leviticus 17:7. Notice the word for devils below.
And they shall no 3808 more 5750 offer 2076 (853) their sacrifices 2077 unto devils, 8163
after 310 whom 834 they 1992 have gone a whoring. 2181 This 2063 shall be 1961 a statute
2708 forever 5769 unto them throughout their generations. 1755

Same Hebrew word, H8163, satyrs.
Jeroboam and his sons were later cursed for leading Israel BACK into idolatry. II Chronicles
11:15 says… And he [Jeroboam] ordained 5975 him priests 3548 for the high places, 1116
and for the devils, 8163 and for the calves 5695 which 834 he had made. 6213
Same Hebrew word, H8163, satyrs.
Jeroboam brought back what YHWH had removed from Israel in Leviticus 17. And nearly
every time Jeroboam’s name is mentioned thereafter it is either prefaced or followed by the
statement, who has made my people Israel to sin. Amos reminded Israel of their satyrday
idolatry, Stephen repeated it and it got him killed.
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Let me share with you why I believe it is a good idea to examine the foundation of the day that
most Sabbatarians call “Sabbath”. Watch for the bold green font below because at least one
particular scholar DOES believe that satyrday worship is linked to saturn worship, and he proves
it VERY convincingly.
Ever heard of a dual counterfeit? Only the enemies of YHWH would accept an obvious
counterfeit, but for the more elect, the Adversary has a not-so-obvious counterfeit.
How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be Almighty, follow Him: but if Ba’al,
then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. I Kings 18:21.

Ba’al is the obvious fraud, but what about “the LORD”? Every time you read LORD or GOD in
all capital letters in Scripture, the underlying Hebrew is YHWH, the Creator’s Name. Ba’al
means “Lord” in Hebrew. In Hebrew there is no deception, His Name is YHWH, (which is how
the Hebrew reads) but in English there is no right answer from which to choose, both mean Lord.
YHWH tells us to stop calling Him “my Lord” (Hosea 2:16-Baali means “my Lord”).
Friends, what we have here is a dual counterfeit; one is obvious, the other not-so-obvious.
Which day do YOU keep holy?
•

Sunday, the current first day of the pagan
Roman/papal calendar

•

Saturday, the current seventh day of the pagan
Roman/papal calendar.

I say “current” because these days were not always the
first and seventh days of the week, respectively.
As a side note, I find it very interesting that we pronounce
the “n” in woden’s day (wednesday), but we don’t for
“saturn’s day” (saturday). Have you ever heard of a satyr?
The cloven footed half-man, half-goat—the universal
symbol of Satan himself?
Sunday is the obvious fraud. Only the enemies of YHWH
would observe sunday, in honor of the pagan sun-god.
But every satyrday, of every week, of every year,
Sabbatarians everywhere, in spite of themselves, worship on satyrday — a day named after Satan
himself.
Very cleverly, the Adversary receives his worship every week, all year long, by sincere folks
who believe they are following YHWH. Friends, what we have here is a dual counterfeit; one is
obvious, the other not-so-obvious. Even if saturday really is named after saturn, don’t think we
are going to get off the hook so easily. Saturn worship is the oldest form of Satanism and is
clearly and historically linked to satyr, the horned goat. The Adversary does not care how you
spell his many different names, or which one you worship, as long as you do not worship
YHWH. Please feel free to connect the dots…
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Satan (or Pan) is also called the “Horned God”
Pan a lusty satyr, half-man, half-goat, was given to every form of licentiousness and
debauchery.
Kronos, the father of the gods……for a certain wicked deed, was called Titan, and cast
down to hell. Kronos is none other than Satan himself. Titan, or Teitan, as it is sometimes
spelled, is the Chaldee form of the Hebrew word Sheitan (Satan), the common name for the
Adversary.
In the region where the Chaldean Mysteries were originally concocted,--that Adversary
who was ultimately the real father of all the pagan gods,--and who (to make the title of
Kronos (Saturn), “the Horned One,” appropriate to him also) was symbolized by the
Kerastes, the Horned serpent.
Horned goat, horned serpent, father of the gods….hmm. Kronos claims to be in charge if TIME!
Kronos is where we get our word Chronology, the study of time. Kronos, said another way, is
also known as Father Time. Cue Scriptural support: Daniel 7:25, see also Isaiah 14…
For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above
the stars of Elohim:
I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High. Isaiah 14:13-14

The word congregation here is the Hebrew word Mo’edim, which means “appointed times”. A
mountain in Scripture is a controlling power or seat of government. The prophecy above is
proclaiming that someone will claim to sit on the mount of YHWH’s appointed times. He is
saying that he will control the calendar, and the appointed times. And indeed he does, but only
in the hearts and minds of his followers, having no control of YHWH’s calendar appointed times
or the Children of the King.
Now, the name Saturn in Chaldee is pronounced Satur; but, as every Chaldee scholar
knows, consists only of four letters, thus — S T U R. This name contains exactly the
Apocalyptic number 666…





S = 60
T = 400
U= 6
R = 200
666

The information in the bold green font on the page above was gleaned from Alexander Hislop’s
classic, The Two Babylons.
Truth is a two edged sword. If we are going to condemn “sunday” observance as worshipping on
the “venerable day of the sun,” satyrday Sabbath keepers need to look in the mirror. Is
worshipping on a day named after Satan any better? Satyrday bears the name of our enemy.
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I have it within my ability to provide more evidence that satyrday is NOT the weekly Sabbath,
but these seven different witnesses should prove to be a rather formidable obstacle for any
promoters of satyrday or enemies of the Lunar Sabbath as well as fatal to any satyrday Sabbath
doctrine.
There is always harmony in the truth. The truth leans ONE way, not the way of your choosing.
You can fool your readers, followers, pew warmers and pretenders to the throne, but you will
never find any evidence that will undo what the Father establishes as truth. It is for this reason
that I have been able to shred every effort put forth by Elder Zaqantov, a Karaite Jew, one who
SHOULD have at his fingertips, the truth about the Sabbath of Israel.
Shemot/Exodus 31:12-17
12 And YHWH spoke unto Moses, saying: 13 'Speak you also unto the children of Israel,
saying: Verily you shall keep My Sabbaths (Shabbatotay
), for it is a sign between
Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am YHWH who sanctify
you. 14 You shall keep the sabbath therefore, for it is holy unto you; every one that profane
it shall surely be put to death; for whosoever does any work therein, that soul shall be cut off
from among his people. 15 Six days shall work be done; but on the seventh day is a
sabbath of solemn rest, (ubayom hashevi’i shabbat shabbaton
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 )בּ ַ ת שׁ ַ בּ ָ תו ֹןholy
ַ  שׁto YHWH (; whosoever does any work in the sabbath day, he shall

surely be put to death. 16 Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe
the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. 17 It is a sign between
Me and the children of Israel for ever; for in six days YHWH made heaven and earth, and on
the seventh day He ceased [from work] (ubayom hashevi’i shavat

,וּב ַ יּו ֹם ה ַ שּׁ ְ ב ִ יע ִ י

שׁ) ָ ב ַ תand rested.'

There is a universal consensus of the Jewish people who keep the seventh day because we know
they did not loose it in Babylon because they kept it in Sefer of Nehemia/Ezra. We know it was
shown to them and no date was given as the starting date in Shemot/Exodus 16 to point out this
was a connected cycle to a Lunar Shabbat. Joshua 5 shows us that indeed they did not follow
anciently this derived calendar.
Israel DID lose the Sabbath in Babylon, but it WAS restored to them, those who actually
returned to Israel with Ezra and Nehemiah. Elder Zaqantov has not come right out and
proclaimed that Israel NEVER lost sight of the Sabbath, which is good, because Scripture proves
that they did...
Lamentations 2:6 And He [YHWH] hath violently taken away His tabernacle, as if it
were of a garden: He hath destroyed His places of the assembly: YHWH hath caused the
solemn feasts and sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of
His anger the king and the priest.

And contrary to what Elder Zaqantov says, and Bro. Mack believes, the first Sabbath shown to
Israel after the exodus (in Exodus 16) is VERY clearly linked to the moon. The equation given
proves that the 22nd day of the second month was a Sabbath, which proves that the 15th was too.
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See the calendar model on page 9.
And, Elder Zaqantov butchered his presentation of Joshua 5, neglecting to notice that the corn
eaten on the morrow after the Passover (on Abib 15) was the OLD grain, not the new. Only the
New barley required the harvest of a wave offering. And according to Josephus (bottom of p. 11
above) wavesheaf was performed on Abib 16, the morrow AFTER the weekly Sabbath.
Bro. Mack, are you yet weary of Elder Z trotting out tired, worn out false accusations against the
Lunar Sabbath that I have already shredded by providing the actual Scriptural evidence? I surely
hope you have no regrets for presenting this to me in an effort to show me the error of the Lunar
Sabbath, because I am offering you evidence that you have been lied to, and I am offering you a
way to walk in the light.
I am merely sowing seeds; the soil will prove itself.
Nechemyah/Nehemiah 13:
15 In those days saw I in Judah some treading winepresses on the sabbath, and bringing in heaps
of corn, and lading asses therewith; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens,
which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day; and I forewarned them in the day wherein
they sold victuals.
Here we see that after the exile the people of Yehudah continued to know when the Shabbat is.
Guffaw! No, it shows that NEHEMIAH continued to know when the Sabbath was. If Israel
knew (or cared) that it was the Sabbath, why were they treading winepresses, bringing in sheaves
of wheat, and loading their donkeys with the burden of their produce?
Additional evidence that the encyclopedia article used as the basis to prove that Jews kept a lunar
was not a universal view but actually started by Assyriologists. In the book “The Jewish
Festivals: From their beginnings to our own day” was written by Hayyim Schauss was originally
written in Yiddish under the Title “Dos Yom Tov Buch” in 1933. It was translated into English
in 1938. I have the English version in my library. What is the important point about this is it
was written in the pre-holocaust period. Thus, this shows the knowledge of Jews in a period
before the encyclopedia and the loss of knowledge about what was believed in that period.
And from the first century HEBREW historians, Josephus and Philo, we learn that the Sabbath
was by the moon. It was in A.D. 358 that the Diaspora adopted the Hillel II version of the
calendar, which affixed the weekly Sabbath to the Roman calendar week, and established
postponement laws so certain of the Hebrew feasts would not interfere with the seven day
planetary week that had been adopted by Rome. The adulterous union of the sacred calendar and
the pagan/papal calendar created myriad issues that Hillel II attempted to iron out, but by doing
so, he further divorced the Hebrew calendar from it's natural (heavenly luminary) roots.
Mr. Schauss states under Shabbat in Ancient Times:
“The origin of the Shabbat is obscure, as are the beginnings of all other festivals. Only
this much is certain, that the Jewish Shabbat did not originate in Babylon, as some
Assyriologists assert.
69

Mr. Schauss is supposedly a Jew. Why does he consider the origin of the Sabbath obscure? Has
he never read or believed Genesis 1 and 2? Why would there be any thought that the Israelite
Sabbath originated in Babylon? Furthermore, Bro. Mack, why is Elder Zaqantov trotting out this
man as some sort of Sabbath expert? He does not even know where the Sabbath and feasts
originated!!!
We know from the inscriptions of the ancient Babylonians that certain days of the month
or months were distinguished from other days of the month. These were the seventh,
fourteenth, nineteenth, twenty-first, and twenty-eighth days of the month. These days
were related either to the phases of the moon or the sacred number seven. The nineteenth
day was also distinguished because , added to the thirty days of the previous month, it
totaled forty-nine, seven times seven. On those days, it was told in an inscription, the
king was not to eat meat roasted on coal, nor any food touched with fire; he is not to
change his clothes, ride a chariot, or discuss affairs of state. Neither shall the priest
reveal an oracle, nor do the physicians treat the sick.
So. This is the Babylonian lunar calendar. I thought we were discussing the HEBREW Lunar
Sabbath? Who cares how Babylon observed their version of the lunar calendar?
These days were not called Shabbats, nor did they have any relation to the Jewish
Shabbath. [True statement! So why are we reading this? Jeremiah 10:2 says to learn
not the way of the heathen. I don't WANT to know how pagan Babylon observed their
lunar calendar.] To begin with, they were not days of rest, but days on which, because of
certain primitive beliefs, it was considered unlucky to work. Secondly, the entire folk
was not enjoined to guard against labor on those days, but only certain people-the king,
the priest, the doctor. Thirdly, the day had nothing to do with the seven-day week that ran
through the year, as among the Jews; these were only certain days of the month, and not
all of the months, but only of a certain month.” (Schauss, pgs 3-4)
Here we see that the days adjusted and proclaimed by Lunar Shabbatarians as the true Israelite
system is instead following a modified Babylonian system which makes them followers of
Babylon instead of Israel. [How so? This is yet another false accusation made by an accuser of
the brethren. I have already buried Elder Zaqantov under the corroborative evidence of Israel's
Lunar Sabbath and Shauss already said that the Hebrew calendar was not the same as the
Babylonian calendar. So how are Lunar Sabbath keepers guilty of insisting that Israel observed a
Babylonian lunar calendar? Bro. Mack, you have a lot of nerve sticking this man's writings in
my nose as if they are somehow authoritative.] Mr. Schauss discusses the so called controversy
of where Shabattum (Babylonian word not Hebrew) came from.
“Even to this Shabattum the relation of the Jewish Sabbath is weak and dubious. For
Assyriologists do not know the meaning of the word Shabattum, we are not in any way
certain that there is any relationship between the two words, despite the similarity in
sound.
We don't observe the Babylonian Shabattum (the 7th, 14th, 19th, 21st and 28th days of the
month) Other than the 19th, these days are all preparation days on the Hebrew calendar, not
Shabbats (or Shabattum).
For the record, I find this VERY irritating. Elder Z has a lot of gall to present this as evidence.
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Then, too, there is no proof that the Jewish Shabbath had anything to do with the Full
Moon. The fact that the New Moon and the Shabbat are so often coupled in the Bible is
no proof whatsoever that Shabbat signified the Full Moon.” (Schauss, pg 4)
Shauss and Zaqantov are entitled to their own false opinions regarding the Hebrew Sabbath
having "anything to do with the full moon". I have shown ample evidence from Scripture, nature
AND the historical record, much of it from Jewish/Hebrew sources, that prove their opinion to
be just that. Their own, ill-fated, ill-gotten, fatally flawed opinion.
The Shabattum was a Babylonian day of the Full Moon. Therefore, it had no relation to a
weekly Shabbat. [Agreed, so why are we still here reading this?] The Shabattum was a day of
superstition and the stating of it was unlucky is an indication that it was not a rest day. Mr.
Schauss shows scholarly controversy in his time among Jewish scholars.
“The scholars are, therefore, divided regarding the origin of the Shabbat. [Why? Have
ANY of them ever read Genesis 1 and 2? Who are these knuckleheads that their
testimony is now being brought against the Hebrew Lunar Sabbath?] One group
contends that the Shabbat was originally, among the Jews, one day a month, the full
moon, like the Babylonian Shabattum. It was only later that the Jews discarded the
observance of this day, being opposed to anything which had to do with the worship of
the stars. On the other hand, the Jews introduced the seven-day week, with the seventh
day as a day of rest, and transferred to this day the name Sabbath.
A second group of scholars contends that the Jewish Sabbath never had any relation with
the Babylonian Shabattum and the phases of the moon, but was, from the beginning.
Even from the days of Moses, instituted on the seventh day of the week as a day of rest.
Even those scholars who contend that the Shabbat was originally related to the Full Moon
concede that the Shabbat we know, the Shabbat of later times, of the seventh day of the
week, was an original Jewish creation” (Schauss, pgs 4-5)
It is true, the Sabbath, the seventh day of the week, in a calendar of uninterrupted weeks are
indeed an original Jewish creation. The "Jews" in question here are the Babylonian rabbis.
These are the men who refused to return to Israel with Ezra and Nehemiah, and they pressed the
Palestinian rabbis with their calendar reform for centuries and were never successful changing
the Hebrew calendar until after A.D. 70 after Rome subdued Israel, killing most, putting the rest
to flight. These (from Babylon) are the rabbis responsible for the Talmud, or as it is called by its
full name, the Babylonian Talmud. As long as Israel was in power in Canaan, the calendar of
Scripture was zealously maintained and defended, which is why Josephus and Philo write of a
Lunar calendar, one that is quite different from the Babylonian version.
We see here that the controversy was not with whether the new moon was the beginning of the
week but was instead the full moon as Shabattum. [The question has never been whether the
New Moon is the beginning of the week. New Moon has NEVER been part of any week. And
according to Philo, the full moon announced the second Sabbath of each month.] All scholars
agree that the seventh day Shabbat was Jewish in origin. So where does this leave the issue of
lunar Sabbaths. It leaves them without a position that somehow in ancient times the Jewish
Shabbat was linked to the new moon.
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It is just like the "Jews" to take credit for the origin of the seventh-day Sabbath. Apparently
forgetting that the Father established the seventh-day Sabbath in Genesis 2:1-3.
I was not going to "go here" in this rebuttal, but after reading the above, I would be remiss if I
did not take this opportunity to share with you the background these "Jews" bring to the seventhday Sabbath issue.
Here are some terrifyingly real quotes from the Talmud, the Jewish "holy" book...
Rabbi Ismael, Rabbi Chambar, et al:
“The teachings of the Talmud stand above all other laws. They are more important than the laws
of Moses.”
Trach Mechilla:
“Jehovah Himself studies the Talmud standing; He has such respect for that book.”
Rabbi Menachem commentary on fifth book:
“The decisions of the Talmud are words of the living God. Jehovah Himself asks the opinions of
the earthly rabbis when there are difficult affairs in heaven.”
Michna Sanhedryn 11:3:
“It is more wicked to question the words of the rabbis than those of the Torah.”
Erubin 21b (Soncino edition):
“My son, be more careful in the observance of the words of the Scribes than in the words of the
Torah (Old Testament).”
R.C. Musaph-Andriesse, From Torah to Kabbalah: A Basic Introduction to the Writings of
Judaism, p. 40:
“The authority of the Babylonian Talmud is also greater than that of the Jerusalem Talmud. In
cases of doubt the former is decisive.”
Jewish scholar Hyam Maccoby, in Judaism on Trial, quotes Rabbi Yehiel ben Joseph:
“Further, without the Talmud, we would not be able to understand passages in the Bible...God
has handed this authority to the sages and tradition is a necessity as well as scripture. The Sages
also made enactments of their own...anyone who does not study the Talmud cannot understand
Scripture.”
Erubin 21b:
“Whosoever disobeys the rabbis deserves death and will be punished by being boiled in hot
excrement in hell.”
Hagigah 27a says:
No rabbi can ever go to hell.
Baba Mezia 59b says:
A rabbi debates God and defeats Him. God admits the rabbi won the debate.
72

And these are the men who claim responsibility for the seventh-day Sabbath. Nuff said? But I
have intentionally withheld the most revealing information until now. Please understand, these
"Jews" are not claiming responsibility for the Sabbath of Scripture, they are proclaiming
responsibility for the seventh-day Sabbath, the current one that repeats EVERY seventh day.
“A continuous seven-day cycle that runs throughout history paying no attention whatsoever to
the moon and its phases is a distinctly Jewish invention. Moreover, the dissociation of the sevenday week from nature has been one of the most significant contributions of Judaism to
civilization. … [Lunar weeks and continuous weeks] actually represent two fundamentally
distinct modes of temporal organization of human life, the former involving partial adaptation to
nature, and the latter stressing total emancipation from it. The invention of the continuous week
was therefore one of the most significant breakthroughs in human beings' attempts to break away
from being prisoners of nature and create a social world of their own.” Jewish author, Eviator
Zerubavel, in his book The Seven Day Circle: The History and Meaning of the Week.
Please read Genesis 1:14. The Father wrote His calendar in the heavens were man can't mess
with it. His calendar is written in nature. The Jew thinks he has the authority to emancipate
"time" from its natural origin, but can only create and control a "sabbath" of his own making.
The Jewish Encyclopedia of 1906 (http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/index.jsp) also discusses
Shabattum and Shabbat under Assyrian Analogies. “This website contains the complete contents
of the 12-volume Jewish Encyclopedia, which was originally published between 1901-1906. The
Jewish Encyclopedia, which recently became part of the public domain, contains over 15,000
articles and illustrations.”
And again, let me say for the record, Lunar Sabbath keepers are not observing the Babylonian
Shabattum (the 7th, 14th, 19th, 21st or 28th days of the month), they are observing the Hebrew
Shabbat on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the Hebrew lunar months.
“Assyrian Analogues.
Dissociated from the moon, the Sabbath developed into a day of rest for the
workers and animals on the farm (Deut. v. 14; Ex. xx. 10). [Dissociate means that it
used to be associated with the moon, but has been "emancipated" by another. YHWH
associated the Sabbath with the moon, the Jews divorced it from the moon. See historical
quotes and time line of the Hebrew lunar Sabbath on pages 4-5 above.] Traces of the
old taboo are, however, still found. In Amos viii. 5 it is the fear of evil
consequences that keeps the impatient merchants from plying their wicked trade.
[Old taboo kept Israel from buying and selling on the Sabbath and New Moon? I thought
it was the commandment of YHWH.] The multitude of sacrifices (Isa. i. 8; Hosea ii.
11) on Sabbath and New Moon indicates the anxiety on those particular days to
propitiate the deity. [Anxiety drove Israel to sacrifice? I thought it was a command in
the statutes of YHWH. It would appear that the author of the Assyrian Analogues has no
clue to the motives of ancient Israel.] Closer contact with Assyro-Babylonians from
the eighth to the sixth pre-Christian century probably revitalized the older idea of
taboo. [Now Babylon is given credit for influencing Israel's duty to obey the statutes
and commandments of YHWH. Amazing. I have read only a few sentences of this and I
am already appalled that Elder Z didn't question it. Just what Sabbath and originator of
the Sabbath is Elder Zaqantov promoting here? I am afraid to guess, or ask at this point.]
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The assumption that the Hebrews borrowed the institution from the Babylonians,
which was first suggested by Lotz ("Quæstiones de Historia Sabbati"), is
untenable; but that the Exile strengthened the awe in which the day was held
cannot be denied. It having become a purely social institution, a day of rest for
the farmers, the taboo element in course of time had lost its emphasis. The
Assyro-Babylonians may have had similar days of abstinence or propitiation (the
7th, 14th, 19th, 21st, and 28th of the month Elul), and contact with them may
have served to lend the Jewish Sabbath a more austere character. [Jeremiah
10:2, learn not the way of the heathen. I find it incredibly difficult to imagine that pagan
Babylon had any positive effect on Israel's Sabbath observance. They were in Babylon to
be punished for not observing the land Sabbaths, not to have their weekly Sabbath
observance invigorated and refined by pagans.] The Assyrian calendar seems to
disclose an effort to get rid of the movable Sabbath in favor of the fixed. If after
the twenty-eighth day two days are intercalated as new-moon days, the 19th day
becomes the 49th from the beginning of the next preceding month, as in the
Feast of Weeks, in connection with which the emphasis on "complete Sabbaths"
("sheba' Shabbot temimot"; Lev. xxiii. 15) is noteworthy. [Anyone other than me see
that the author here is giving the Assyrian calendar credit for some of the calendar tenets
in Scripture? As I recall, Leviticus 23 begins with, "And YHWH spake unto Moses
saying..." This is a bold faced effort to call into question the origin and authorship of the
Scriptures.] At all events, in the Priestly Code, Sabbath violation is represented as
entailing death (Num. xv. 32-36). The prohibition against kindling fire (Ex. xxxv.
3) probably refers to producing fire by the fire-drill or by rubbing two sticks
together; this was the crime of the man put to death according to Num. xv. 32-36,
the "meḳoshesh" (see also Beẓah iv. 7), the presence of fire being considered, if
the analogy with superstitious practises [sic] elsewhere is decisive, a very grave
sign of disrespect to the deity.
Ok, that was the final straw. Fire is not a grave sign of disrespect to YHWH. That was
NOT the reason the man was stoned; he broke the Sabbath by WORKING to make a fire.
YHWH was to Israel a pillar of fire by night, sent fire to devour Elijah's offering, and
there were multiple burnt offerings, sacrifices by fire offered to YHWH ON the weekly
Sabbath. This vile quote from the Assyrian Analogues should be considered dung under
Elder Zaqantov's feet, yet he quotes it, presenting it as evidence AGAINST the calendar
of YHWH. I am quite stunned.
Bro. Mack, are you STILL siding with Elder Z?
But Hebrew institutions are often in direct antagonism to similar ones among the
Assyro-Babylonians. The seventh days in the Babylonian scheme were days of ill
omen. The prophets of the Exile laid especial emphasis on the fact that the
Sabbath is a day of joy, as did those of the Assyrian period on the futility of the
propitiating sacrifices (Isa. i.). [Isaiah 1 has nothing to do with YHWH expressing the
futility of offering sacrifice (on the Sabbath or otherwise). Israel was commanded to
offer sacrifice, they were commanded to keep the Sabbaths. The ISSUE in this chapter is
that Israel was deep in apostasy, yet continued to offer sacrifice to YHWH. They were
doing so hypocritically, not because they loved YHWH or out of obedience, but out of
habit.] The Priestly Code could not neutralize this view. Its rigorous observance
found acceptance only among the "Nibdalim" (the Separatists; see Neh. x. 31).
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Every festival in the Biblical scheme is associated with a historical event. The
connection of the Sabbath with the Exodus, in Deut. v. 14-15, was altogether
vague; and to supply a more definite relation to an event in Israel's history the
Sabbath was declared to have had an important significance in the desert when
manna fell (Ex. xvi. 27 et seq.). The Decalogue of Exodus supplies a theological
reason for the observance of the day; its phraseology reflects that of Gen. ii. 1 et
seq. Both—this explanation and the story in Genesis—are among the latest
additions to the Pentateuch.” [I see. The author of the Assyrian Analogues knows
what was later added to the writings of Moses and the order it was added. Sure, that
makes perfect sense. Said no one. Ever.]
(http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=13&letter=S&search=shabatt
um#62#ixzz18TAMRGTE)
Oh wow. I did not see this coming. LOL Out of the putrid morass, comes a gem of truth.
Indeed, at least some of the feasts are associated with an historical event. How the connection
between the exodus and the weekly Sabbath in Deuteronomy 5 is vague escapes me (since it is
as plain as the ink on the page, flat out linking the exodus to the Sabbath.), but openly admits the
link between the falling of the manna and the weekly Sabbath, and that Sabbath was the 22nd of
the second month. Which PROVES that the other Sabbaths that month were the 8th, 15th and
later the 29th. Israel received a single portion of manna the morning after the 15th, got a single
portion for 5 days, and a double portion on the 6th day because the morrow was the Sabbath.
You do the math...
NM
1

x1
2
9
16
23

x1
3
10
17
24

x1
4
11
18
25

x1
5
12
19
26

x1
6
13
20
27

x2
7
14
21
28

Sabbath
8
15
22
29

(30)
For the record, these are the weekly Sabbath observed by Lunar Sabbath keepers; the same ones
observed by the patriarchs, Moses and the children of Israel, all the prophets of Israel, as well as
Yahushua and his NT followers.
Here we see that even though discussions were being done about the linkage of New
Moon to Shabbat, there is no proof of ancient sources for the New Moon starting the
counting of weekly Shabbat. [The ancient source was YHWH, the Ancient of days, in
Genesis 1:14. The modern writers quoted by Elder Zaqantov were already satyrday Sabbath
observers. They are doing NOTHING to shed light upon the origin of the Sabbath and are
openly attempting to make it more obscure, giving no credit whatsoever to the Creator
Almighty.] Again the reference shown here is clear that observing the 7’s by the phases
of the Moon was Babylonian in origin. [No, it was not, nor did the author make this claim.
Elder Z does.] It is agreed that while their may have been influence, the Shabbat was
pre-exile.
Here is the quote (from above) that blows Elder Z's conclusion out of the water:
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"The assumption that the Hebrews borrowed the institution from the Babylonians, which
was first suggested by Lotz ('Quæstiones de Historia Sabbati'), is untenable; but that
the Exile strengthened the awe in which the day was held cannot be denied. It having
become a purely social institution, a day of rest for the farmers, the taboo element in
course of time had lost its emphasis. The Assyro-Babylonians may have had similar
days of abstinence or propitiation (the 7th, 14th, 19th, 21st, and 28th of the month Elul),
and contact with them may have served to lend the Jewish Sabbath a more austere
character."
The ASSUMPTION (meaning that they have no evidence that links the Shabattum of Babylon to
the Shabbat of Israel) that the Hebrews borrowed the Sabbath institution from Babylon is
UNTENABLE (meaning that they have no evidence that links the Shabattum of Babylon to the
Shabbat of Israel). Two words that mean that no evidence can be found to link the Sabbaths of
Israel to that of Babylon. The author of the Assyrian Analogues says that no linkage exists, but
FROM this, Elder Zaqantov says that there is.
Then, it is said that Babylon may have had similar "sabbaths", and listed them as the 7th, 14th,
19th, 21st, and 28th of the month. Israel's weekly Sabbaths were the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th
days of the month. What is similar is that both had Sabbaths, but they were not the same, nor
was the origin of their days of rest or abstinence the same. Babylon feared their gods and rested
on these days so as to not meet the wrath of their gods. Israel may have been afraid of YHWH
initially, but their Sabbath observance (as Elder Zaqantov says, was pre-exilic) was out of duty
(because they had been liberated on the Sabbath), and was done out of a sense of obedience, not
fear.
A system created/refined by the Greeks
In my search of further proof on the origins of this theory and found a scholarly article by
Solomon Gandz titled “The Calendar-Reform of Pletho (c. 1355 – c. 1450) : Its Significance and
Its Place in the History of the Calendar. This was published in Osiris, Vol. 9. (1950), pp. 199210. http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=03697827%281950%291%3A9%3C199%3ATCOP%281%3E2.0,CO%3B2-3
“As far as a the project of his calendar is concerned, Pletho impress [sic] us not
as a blind admirer of the past and as a uncritical imitator of its antiquities, but as
an original thinker who ideas of his own. [sic, "ARE his own" is probably the
correct sentence.] He appears to us as a reformer who was well acquainted with
the deficiencies of the calendars of his time and therefore introduce a better
system of time reckoning, a more correct, more rational, and more natural
calendar.” (Pg 200, Gandz)
I understand not getting your own sentences correct, I make typos all the time, but to not get a
QUOTE correct is close to unforgivable from a literary standpoint.
And how Pletho, a man familiar with the calendars of his day, but not bound by any, being a free
thinker, has any bearing on the Hebrew calendar is beyond me. Let's see what Pletho says and
how Elder Z interprets it. He did not accurately interpret what the Assyrian Analogues
concluded, so I'm not holding my breath that he will be honest with Gandz or Pletho either.
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Here we see his goal was to build a better calendar. He was aware of the Julian and
Jewish calculated calendar of his day. His goal was to make an ideal Lunar Solar
calendar. He studied under Elisaeus a Jew of high standing under the court of MURAD
I, at Brusa or Adrianople. He was exposed to the writings of Maimonides and his treaty
on “The Sanctification of the New Moon”. As the quote shows below both his and
Maimonides start similarly.
“Maimonidies treaties reads: ‘The months of the year are the month of the
moon…; the years,however, are reckoned according to the sun.” Simularly, [sic,
another misquote. (shaking head)] Pletho begins his sketch with the words: “[We
prescribe] the use of the natural month and year, reckoning the month according
to the moon and the year according to the sun’ (pg. 202, Gandz)
But the Hebrew year is lunar/solar, not solar only. Sure, the sun brings the season back to spring
(when the barley is harvested), but the first day of the first month of the new year is a New
Moon. So the sun regulates the year by bringing the rotation back to spring, but the moon is
responsible for announcing the first day of the new year. Thus, as I said, the Hebrew year is
lunar/solar.
I am not equal to Pletho or Maoimonidies in terms of intelligence or education or understanding,
and yet something so simple as to equate the calendar to nature (as done in Genesis 1:14) opens
one up to the obvious, natural truth. I don't care one whit about the calendars of men, or the
calendar reforms of men. I am TRYING to worship YHWH at the times that HE appointed, and
the ONLY way men will be able to do that successfully is to observe the calendar established by
YHWH.
It ain't rocket science.
Pletho was also familiar with the Karaite scholars of his day and in fact it was known the
Karaites followed the empirical sighting of the new moon. By this time the Rabbinical 19
year calendar was in full use and promotion by the Rabbis and their followers.
“Following an old Greek tradition Pletho prescribes the observation of two new
moon days: the one, the day of the conjunction is called Hene kai nea, ‘the day of
the old and new moon’ and belongs still to the old month; the other one, known
as noumenia, ‘the day of the new moon,’ is counted as the first day of the new
month.” (pg 202, Gandz)
Wow! This is EXACTLY how I have been observing the two New Moon days. Thank you for
the quote, Elder Z. I had no idea there was historical evidence for it; I was doing so because
nature precludes any other counting method.
There are 28 days in the lunar cycle that present a visible phase of the moon. There are 28 week
days in a lunar month. This is not a coincidence. And of these 28 visible appearances of the
moon, the moon enters a quarter phase approximately every 7 days. Of the 28 week days in a
lunar month, there is a weekly Sabbath every seventh day. This too is not a coincidence. After
the final visible phase of the moon, there are 1-2 dark days in the lunar cycle. After the last
Sabbath of the month, there are 1-2 New Moon days in a lunar month.
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Pletho is in reference to the original lunar month which had always 30 days, which always
produced TWO New Moon days, day 30 (which belongs to the old month) and day 1, the first
day of the new month. There is no visible moon on either day. We presently have only one New
Moon day about half the time.
For the record, this is older than a Greek tradition. It was how Israel did it long before the
Greeks adopted this observation. And I can prove it from both the OT and the NT.
Behold...
It was on the 29th day of the month that David said to Jonathan, “Tomorrow was the new moon.”
(I Samuel 20:5, Jonathan agreed in verse 18) David understood that there would be two days of
feasting (Day 30 and Day 1) which is why he requested that Jonathan come into field to shoot the
arrows on the third day (the day following the second day of the new moon celebration). David
knew that the king would expect him for the two days in question, and he was right. The king
ignored his absence the first day thinking him unclean or something, but was wroth when he was
not there the second day - 1 Samuel 20:24-30. The underlying Hebrew in 1 Samuel 20:27, 34
where it says 2nd day of the month literally means the 2nd day of the chodesh or new moon
(celebration) not the 2nd day of the month as translated. (I asked a man fluent in Hebrew). This
man didn’t just convince me by his answer. Nature did. Nature is the first gospel. There are
sometimes one dark day after the last Sabbath of the month, sometimes two.
Here is this calendar puzzle on paper.
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Jonathan and David agreed upon the 29th day of the month. David was not at the Kings table on
the 30th, nor on the 1st. Jonathan shot his arrows on the 2nd. When there are two days of new
moon celebration, the second is always the first day of the new month.
Before, I had no historical evidence to back this up, now, thanks to Elder Zaqantov, a Karaite
Jew, I have an ancient reckoning of New Moon that supports my conclusion. Because both Elder
Z, and Bro. Mack do err, not knowing the Scriptures (and the calendar therein), and neither
knows what Lunar Sabbatarians believe, they unwittingly offered an historical quote that
immediately lends credibility to the Hebrew lunar calendar.
There is also a two day new moon in the NT:
But first I need to set the table. We know that Passover is on the 6th day or a preparation day of
the Israelite week (14th day of the month), followed by the 15th (the weekly Sabbath and first
day of Unleavened Bread). Here is a Gregorian calendar model with Abib 14 and Abib 15 in the
appropriate places as observed on a Lunar calendar....
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Please read Acts 20:5-7 and put these dates on the calendar.
These going before tarried for us at Troas.
And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread (day 21), and came unto
them to Troas in five days (day 26); where we abode seven days .
And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.
Paul left probably on the evening of the 21st (said he left after the days of Unleavened Bread) but
he could have left after the Sabbath (the 22nd). All that is necessary is for him to arrive in Troas
5 days after the last day of UB. The number of travel days are not mentioned, and not necessary
to know, only that he arrived at Troas in 5 days after the end of the feast (therefore arriving on
the 26th of Abib). And at Troas they abode 7 days (26-27-28-29-30-1-2) and he preached until
midnight on the last night of his stay (called the first day of the week), departing on the morrow
(the second day of the week).
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Look at the calendar model above. Is the 2nd of the month (above) the first day of the
week? No, it is the 3rd day of the week. Please note, if the 8th is the first Sabbath of the month,
then the 2nd must be the first day of the week. So this entire exercise is an effort to get day 2
into the first day of the week column.
So, since that little exercise disproved their counterfeit calendar model, some try to manipulate
the calendar so Paul CAN leave on the first day of the week. Here is what THAT calendar
model looks like...
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They say that Passover (Abib 14) must have taken place on a wednesday, forcing the weekly
Sabbath to take place on the 17th. Now when Paul leaves on the evening of the 21st, arriving in
Troas in 5 days (Abib 26), and abodes there 7 days, (26-27-28-29-30-1-2) ready to depart on the
morrow, the night he preached was actually the first day of the week (at least on this
calendar). Do you spot the problem?
It is Abib 10. Abib 10 floats around on the Roman calendar.
If the 17th is the Sabbath of any month, so is the 10th. Do you remember what happened on
Abib 10? The 10th day of Abib is a work/commerce day, the day to set aside the Passover
Lamb. If you did not own a lamb, you had to go and purchase one on THIS particular day. It
cannot be a Sabbath. Ever. Abib 10 is a commanded work day.
The other HUGE problem with the calendar above is that there are misplaced TWO New Moon
days. The first one (Abib 1) must fall into the 5 day column of the week, the first day of the
second month falls on a weekly Sabbath.
Isn’t it interesting how the Father maneuvered His commanded work days in such a fashion that
they would totally disrupt and destroy all the calendars of apostate man? The solution is to stop
using men's calendars (the 2 examples above) and to reject the opinions of men regarding the
Scriptural calendar and apply the ACTUAL Scriptural calendar. So, would you like to see how
Abib 15 CAN be the Sabbath and Paul CAN preach on the first day of the week, and prove that
there are two days of New Moon in the NT (which proves a day 30)? No problem...
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Here the New Moon days are a third category of day, not counting against the week (JUST like
Ezekiel 46:1 says), and Passover (Abib 14) can be the preparation day for the Sabbath of Abib
15, the first day of Unleavened Bread, and Paul can preach on the first day of the week, ready to
depart on the morrow. Unleavened Bread is over on the 21st "day" of the first month. Paul
arrived at Troas in 5 days (arriving on the 26th of Abib). And at Troas they abode 7 days (2627-28-29-30-1-2) and he preached until midnight on the last night of his stay, departing on the
morrow (the 3rd).
There is always harmony in the truth. Trying to get a satyrday to fall into the Sabbath column
and produce the number of days required to get Paul's departure on the morrow after the first day
of the week served only to produce chaos. And it will always be so because the Scriptural
weekly Sabbath is not satyrday or on a repeating seven day cycle.
Bro. Mack, if you don't like having your pet Sabbath doctrine so easily proven false, proving
your search for truth rather inadequate, try playing for the winning team. Fighting for YHWH,
rather than against Him, means never having to apologize for or back pedal over half-baked false
doctrines.
Here we see the origin of handling of the extra days of the end of the month as a unit.
The New Moon was originally sighted as in observation for both Greeks and Jews.
“In determining the beginning of the month two methods may be followed. The
old and primitive way was to begin the month with the phasis, the reappearance
of the new crescent; this is the empirical method based on observation. The
later, more advanced method was to begin the month on the day of the mean
conjunction of the sun and the moon, which can be determined only by
astronomical calculation; it is therefore called the method of calculation. The
ancient Greeks followed the method of observation, like the old Jews.” (pg. 206,
Gandz)
Which, based upon all the evidence I have shared, is partially true. Sure, Israel and maybe many
other cultures looked for the first crescent, but the sighting did NOT announce New Moon for
ancient Israel. It did for Babylon though, which can be examined here:
http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/25-FirstVisibleCrescentMonth.pdf
Considering that the weekly Sabbaths are lunar based, announced by the quarter phases of the
moon, when Israel sighted the first crescent, it announce the END of New Moon. Any other
outcome would produce a lunar cycle that did not announce the weekly Sabbaths, and Philo
clearly said that they did.
Clearly, from the ancient methods the calculating of the new moon was to build a better
calendar. [Perhaps, but if it ain't broke, don't fix it.] It is clearly not necessarily better as
we have seen in my other studies. [Agreed.] So what about the Shabbat?
“The reason for Pletho’s unusual innovation requiring the observation of two
moon holidays at the end of the hollow month and three days at the end of the
full month was certainly not a desire to imitate Jewish customs, but quite to the
contrary it was prompted by his desire to alter and change the Jewish Sabbath.
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Pletho wished to preserve the Judaeo-Christain Sabbath as a holiday, but in
accordance with his general scheme of a natural calendar he wanted to have a
natural, or lunar, Shabbat day, tied to the four phases of the moon, namely,
the new and full moon, and the first and third quarter falling on the 8th and
22nd day of the month. The Jewish week was not known in pagan antiquity; it is
not a natural but artificial unit of time. (pg. 208, Gandz)
Please note that Pletho wished to observe the Sabbath with a Hebrew calendar model, and please
note what Gandz actually said. He did NOT say that the Hebrew week was an artificial unit of
time. He said that the Jewish week was not a natural, but artificial unit of time. It is assumed by
Elder Zaqantov that his readers ASSUME that Jews are Israelites. They are not.
Those commonly known as Jews are actually Khazars (descendants of Edom, formerly known as
Esau) who officially adopted Judaism about A.D. 700, and became known as "Jews" over the
next 200 years. Every place in Scripture where the word Jew is used, the underlying Hebrew,
Aramaic or Greek is Judean, meaning one from Judea, which was populated by Israelites. Many
have placed a certain amount of trust in the Jews, and their example is used as a deciding factor
regarding many a doctrine. You decide if that is merited. Here is the evidence from the lips of
the Jews themselves.
“Here is a paradox . . . A most ingenious paradox: an anthropological fact, many Christians may
have much more Hebrew-Israelite blood in their veins than most of their Jewish
neighbors.” Jewish author, Alfred M. Lilienthal, What Price Israel, p. 223.
The 1980 Jewish Almanac, p. 3, in the first chapter entitled, “Identity Crisis” said… “Strictly
speaking, it is incorrect to call an ancient Israelite a ‘Jew’ or to call a contemporary Jew and
‘Israelite’ or a ‘Hebrew.’”
A percentage of the people who are known today as Jews are descendants of Abraham and Isaac,
but not of Jacob. History reveals that they are actually the descendants of the fierce Turkish,
Khazar tribes which roamed regions of southern Russia and who adopted Judaism between 7th
and 9th centuries A.D.
“No one can deny that the Jews are a most unique and unusual people. That uniqueness exists
because of their Edomite heritage. You cannot be English Jews. We are a race, and only as a
race can we perpetuate. Our mentality is of Edomitish character, and differs from that of an
Englishman. Enough subterfuges! Let us assert openly that we are International Jews."
Manifesto of the “World Jewish Federation,” January 1, 1935, through their spokesman, Gerald
Soman. [Emphasis my own.]
From the above, we can clearly see that the Jews fully understand their Edomite heritage and as
the third edition of the Jewish Encyclopedia for 1925 records:
“Chazars [Khazars]: A people of Turkish origin whose life and history are interwoven with the
very beginnings of the history of the Jews of Russia. The kingdom of the Chazars was firmly
established in most of South Russia long before the foundation of the Russian monarchy by the
Varangians.” (855).
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Hasdai ibn Shaprut, who was foreign minister to Abd-al-Rahman, Sultan of Cordova, in his letter
to King Joseph of the Chazars (about 960 A.D.) speaks of the tradition according to which the
Chazars once dwelt near the Seir Mountains. The ‘Seir Mountains’ are none other than the
original land of Esau-Edom - ‘Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom’ (Genesis 36:8).
Seir was a mountain range south of the Dead Sea and was also known as the ‘land of Edom’
(Genesis 36:21). The Seir Mountains were the home of the Edomites for nearly a millennium
(The Edomites arrived in Edom or Seir at the end of the 14th and beginning of the 13th century
B.C. Encyclopedia Judaica, Vol. 6, p. 372). Thus we have it from Jewish sources that the
Khazars originally ‘dwelt near the Seir Mountains’ so are racially of Edomite stock, not Israelite.
But how and when did Edomites get to Khazaria? There is evidence that in the 6th century BC,
some of the Edomites fled their homeland of Seir and migrated north, ‘After the fall of
Jerusalem, in 586 BC, the Edomites began to press northward (Ezekiel 36:5). The New
Westminster Dictionary of the Bible, ed. by Henry S. Gehman, The Westminster Press,
Philadelphia, 1970, p. 418.” (The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. IV, (1905), p. 3).
“Today, the Khazars are known as ‘Jews,’ not because of any racial question, but because of
their religion.” (Jewish historian, Arthur Koestler, The Thirteenth Tribe, New York: Random
House, Inc. 1976)
“Edom is modern Jewry.” —The Jewish Encyclopedia, 1925 edition, Vol.5, p.41
Keeping the Sabbath from sundown to sundown (which Elder Zaqantov pointed out above as
evidence that satyrday is the Sabbath) is a Babylonian doctrine. A full 90% of Israel did NOT
leave Babylon to return to the promised land with Ezra and Nehemiah. The descendants of the
rabbis who remained in Babylon are responsible for the calendar war mentioned in the middle of
page 4 above, they are responsible for the Talmud (the most foul religious manual this side of the
Satanic Bible) and the adoption of several pagan doctrines found in Judaism.
In A.D. 700, trying to adopt a state religion, the king of Khazaria sent for ambassadors from the
three major religions. They interviewed a Babylonian rabbi, a Catholic priest and a Muslim
Imam (or whatever they were called then). They adopted Babylonian Judaism, which is why
there is an egg (Ishtar's egg) on the table of modern "Jews" for Passover, their Sabbaths are from
sunset to sunset and they begin their months at the first visible crescent. These are all pagan
Babylonian practices that were adopted over time by the rabbis who remained behind in
Babylon. By the time Khazaria had adopted Judaism, the calendar therein employed was the
Hillel II version, which was a corruption between the Roman calendar and the original Hebrew
lunar calendar. Now, because the "Jews", who are actually Edomites, are thought to be
Israelites, many accept their doctrine as gospel, when it is actually the pagan doctrine of devils.
History records the calendar wars in the second to fourth centuries regarding the Hebrew
calendar. These "wars" were so contentious that Rome finally put and end to it and demanded
Hillel II affix the calendar once and for all, binding it to the current Roman calendar but allowing
for him to create postponement laws when the Hebrew festivals ran afoul of the Roman calendar
in which it was embedded.
One of the better resources I have found is here at World's Last Chance:
https://www.worldslastchance.com/yahuwahs-calendar/constantine-hillel-two-men-whodeceived-the-whole-world.html
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Sorry to burst your bubble Bro. Mack, but you deserve to know the truth and SOMEONE had to
tell you. You are free to practice pagan doctrines without penalty as long as you do so in
ignorance. Now you are responsible for your actions because you have been shown the truth.
Now you know what they mean by the term "burden of truth." Sure, the truth sets you free (from
false doctrine), but it also brings responsibility. If Elder Zaqantov knew the gravity of his false
teachings, he would run screaming for the hills and hide his head in shame.
But if you read the quotes from the Talmud above (on p. 72), the Jews HAVE no shame.
Did you read this? The week of seven days was not naturally occurring. Elohim
designed it for ihis [sic] own purpose and was to represent the week of creation. Many
people reject this because they see patterns in the Hebrew text. [Who put the patterns in
the Hebrew text Elder Z?] They ignore proof and say it does not count. [And what proof
has Elder Zaqantov offered that proves satyrday is the weekly Sabbath, Bro. Mack?] The
Shavu’a and Shabbat are uniquely Jewish and not a product of other calendar systems.
Please note what Elder Zaqantov said and what he did NOT say. He is exclusively referring to
the Jewish version of the Sabbath. Please note what the Talmud teaches the Jews:
The Talmud says:
“When you go to war do not go as the first, but as the last, so that you may return as the
first. Five things has Kanaan recommended to his sons: ‘Love each other, love the robbery, hate
your masters and never tell the truth.’” Pesachim F., p. 113B
“To communicate anything to a goy [non-Jew] about our religious relations would be equal to
killing of all Jews, for if the goyim knew what we teach about them they would kill us
openly.” Libbre David, p. 37.
The Talmud says:
“The Jews are human beings, but the nations of the world are not human being nothing but
beasts.” Baba Mecia, p. 114.
The Jews are not in the business of telling the truth. And Karaite Jews are the most ardent
supporters and observers of the "Jewish" faith.
“The Sabbath is in a manner of speaking, a rebel against Sun and Moon,
rejecting their order of time and following an order of its own which disrupts the
arrangement of the month, as well as of the year; neither the ear nor the moth
are multiples of the week. [sic -- Neither the ear nor the moth are multiples of the
week? >grin<] Hence, there was no room for it in Pletho’s calendar. However,
Pletho did not abolish the Shabbath; he just constrained it to obey the laws of the
Moon; he forcibly converted it to paganism. He thus obtained four lunar Sabbath
days in the month. There remained one day in the hollow month, the 29th, and
two days in the full month, the 29th and 30th, which interrupted the cycle of the
lunar Sabbath. There were blank or epagomenal days which were to be
observed as minor holidays in their nomenclature, ‘the day of the old moon’ and
‘the day of the old and new moon,’ a loose connection with the moon.” (pg. 208,
Gandz)
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Who said that the year or month were SUPPOSED to be multiples of the week, where is that said
or implied in Scripture? It is the modern pagan/papal/Roman calendar and week that Elder
Zaqantov is defending, which is assumed to be the calendar of Scripture. There are 4 weeks in
each Scriptural month, there are 48 weeks in a year. The remaining 24 days are New moon days,
for a total of 360 days in a year.
Has it occurred to Elder Z that the Gregorian month and year are ALSO not a multiple of the
week? Why is this a standard that judges calendars, and who imposed it?
Clearly, Pletho’s Lunar Solar calendar with its Lunar Shabbats are extremely close to
those keeping the Lunar Shabbat calendar today. This can not be listed as just a
coincidence since his desire was to change the Jewish Shabbat. The end days of each
month handled like elongated days is also a match for Pletho’s months and are treated
like minor holiday’s too.
This is what Wikipedia says about Pletho: "Georgius Gemistus, c. 1355 – 1452/1454, later
called Plethon or Pletho, was a Greek scholar of Neoplatonic philosophy. He was one of the
chief pioneers of the revival of Greek learning in Western Europe. In the dying years of the
Byzantine Empire, he advocated a return to the Olympian gods of the ancient world."
He was a Greek scholar, born in the 14th century, who longed for the days of the Olympian gods.
He agreed with some of the ancient Hebrew calendar points, but did not live until well after the
"Jews" had assumed the role of Israel on the earth. So the truth tests (pp 14-15 above) must be
applied.
If he agrees with a true segment of Israel's Scriptural/natural calendar, then it counts as a second
witness. When he approves a return to the worship of the pagan Greek gods, that cannot be used
as evidence. Pletho is not a man to whom I would want to hitch my wagon considering the
direction he wished to aim his worship, but if Balaam's donkey can speak the truth, so can a
pagan Greek scholar. What we can use as a witness is where this pagan Greek scholar upholds
what is true, in this case the New Moon segment of the Hebrew lunar/solar calendar. That he
recognized the Hebrew New Moon is great. But his other beliefs (that are not supported in
Scripture or nature) cannot be used to tear down the Hebrew calendar when the direction of his
faith was toward the pantheon of Greek false gods.
If you think this unfair, please consider the following...
A good man and an unrighteous man can both agree with, uphold and support a Scriptural truth.
This is natural for a good man and gets a nod of approval for the unrighteous man. However,
neither a good man nor an unrighteous man can bring ought against a Scriptural truth. While an
unrighteous man would have no qualms attempting to tear down the Word of YHWH, a good
man would not knowingly do such a thing in the first place, but if either tried, both would fail.
It is for this reason that I can accept it as a vote in favor of the true calendar of YHWH (as a
second witness) when Pletho agrees with the Hebrew New Moon, and at the same time reject
anything he brings against the calendar of YHWH as a false witness. I am not being doubleminded, I am stating for the record that he is being double-minded. I am just accurately
identifying both the truth and error of his conclusions.
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And frankly, much of the negative has been implied or added by Elder Zaqantov by assuming
Plethos' agenda or misrepresenting what he actually said.
In conclusion, I have looked at this theory which claims ancient origin and find it a modified
Babylonian system which has no connection to the weekly Shabbat based on seven day week.
[Because Elder Zaqantov read into it only what he WANTED to see. I found plenty that
accurately presented and proved the Hebrew calendar, and nothing presented here linked the
Hebrew lunar Calendar to the Babylonian calendar. In fact, just the opposite. It was noted that
the Hebrew and Babylonian calendars were similar, but that they had different origins. So this
"theory" that Elder Z uses to prove that the Lunar Sabbath presented and observed today is
nothing more than a modified Babylonian system is funny. That he thinks that satyrday is the
weekly Sabbath of Scripture is laughable. That he could not even scratch the Lunar Sabbath
with the evidence he brought here today is hysterical. That Bro. Mack considered this anti-Lunar
Sabbath article to be authoritative is sad. Utterly, utterly sad.] In order to make this system
work one must not count the New Moon day and adjust the Babylonian 7,14, 21, 28 to be 8, 15,
22, 29 or follow the Greek method I show by Pletho. [Yes, to make it work, one must not count
the New Moon days as week days. And lo, and behold, that is precisely what Scripture teaches.
We don't have to adjust our Sabbaths from the Babylonian 7, 14, 21 and 28 days to the 8th, 15th,
22nd and 29th days because the Hebrew calendar existed from Creation, predating the
Babylonian Lunar calendar by over 1500 years.] Thus, creating a set of dates that would align
with the 15 day as a Sabbath in which Chagim Matzot and Sukkot would start. [We did not
create this. YHWH commanded these to be Sabbaths, we simply observe them as such.] Thus,
do this to try to give credence to such a system. [sic] Clearly, this system violates rules which
are established in the Hebrew text for a day and counting of weeks for Shavuot. [Ladies and
gentlemen of the jury, does the Lunar Sabbath calendar model presented in these pages violate
the rules regarding the day or counting to Pentecost?] I have also shown two previous sources to
the encyclopedia reference they use to proof of a so-called pure Solar Lunar calendar for weeks.
The Pletho system looks the most close to the modern innovation. Thus, I find no compelling
evidence which would indicate ancientness to this theory nor do I find true support for this in the
Tanakh.
Because he is predisposed to disagree.
“A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong gives it the superficial appearance of being right.”
Thomas Paine.
“Most of our so-called reasoning consists in finding arguments for going on believing as we
already do.” James Harvey Robinson.
“There is a principle which is a bar against all information, which is proof against all arguments,
and which cannot fail to keep a man in everlasting ignorance; that principle is contempt prior to
investigation.” Herbert Spencer
Elder Zaqantov, and Bro. Mack by extension, have exhibited nothing more than contempt prior
to investigation, and each and every argument presented here against the Lunar Sabbath was in
the vain effort to assuage their guilt for going on believing as they already did. There was no
original thought in any of these arguments, just the repetition of what they have been taught,
nothing more than the tradition of men.
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Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, did Elder Zaqantov present any compelling evidence as he
presupposes? Did he make a case, did he scratch, dent to destroy the Lunar Sabbath? Did he
make even a single valid argument against it?
One thing to note is that Elder Zaqantov made many claims but did not back any of them up with
evidence. For instance, he claimed that the lunar calendar Lunar Sabbatarians observe
descended from the Babylonian lunar calendar, tried to pass off the Catholic count to Pentecost
as the Scriptural count, said that there is no historical evidence that proves the Hebrew Lunar
Sabbath, and that there is no Scriptural evidence for a Lunar Sabbath. Granted, you cannot prove
a negative, but he made claims that the evidence does not support. That is not how I defended
the Lunar Sabbath. Every false accusation about what Lunar Sabbath keepers believe was
refuted and/or denied, every other accusation was answered with the correct Hebrew definition
of a word, the natural evidence or 2-3 witnesses from Scripture or the historical record.
Bro. Mack, do you have anything to offer in support of Elder Zaqantov's catastrophic attempt to
disprove the Creation Calendar? Do you wish to reconsider your allegiance to this man? If you
are not quite ready to switch camps, I hope that you are at least a bit more humble in your
opinion regarding satyrday as the Sabbath of Israel. Elder Z shared the tradition of men. I
shared the verifiable truth and I offered 2-3 witnesses. The truth will ever prevail over the
traditions of men, which is why you can reread this article and note that all the defenses you
assumed protected satyrday as the weekly Sabbath are now lying in shambles.
There is always harmony in the truth.
Thank you Bro. Mack for the opportunity to rebut a Karaite anti-Lunar Sabbath position. It was
not always fun, was never a challenge in the slightest, but did serve to prove that the arguments
offered by a Karaite are no different than those offered by other satyrday Sabbath keepers (i.e.
Seventh-day Adventists, Messianics, feast keepers, etc.).
Bro. Mack, if you are teachable, you have just been schooled. And lest you think that offensive,
I did not mean schooled by me. I used to believe the exact same thing as presented by Elder
Zaqantov, but the Father put truthseekers in my path who showed me a better way. That the
Father put me in your path is a blessing to you and no coincidence. I am not the blessing, rather
the truth that has been so graciously shared with me, I now share with you. If you do not yet
recognize the magnitude of your blessing, you soon will.
Respectfully submitted,
Troy Miller
www.CreationCalendar.com
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